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poses. 1Is the Government's intention to
utilise it simply as a butcher's paddock?,

The Premier: Whatever the original
purjpose ma 'y have been, the estate has,
fortunately, served the purpose of assist-
ing to coiilrol the price of pmeat for some
time past.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: That is a
question.

The Premier: No. It is admitted by
everybody.

Hlon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Are the Gov-
ernment's. pleuro cattle kept at Yanda-
nooka?

Item, Meat stall supplies-shipping.
etc., including wages, etc., £36,000:

Mr. ALLEN: I notice that a footnote
explains that the revenue anticipated
from the meat stalls is £C37,000. The
margin of possible profit of £.1,000 is very
matrrow. Will the Premier make some ex-
plaiaation?

The Premier: The balance sheet has
been produced here.

Hon. 3. Mitchell: Does the amount
cover dealings in stock?

The PREMIER: Although we antici-
pate making a small profit the meat stalls
were not established for that purpose.
The dealings in connection with the stock
are carried out by the Yandanooka Es-
tate.

Vote put and passed.
Vote - Agricultural Rank, £615,520 -

agreed to.
Progress reported.

House adjourned at 11.48 p.m.
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The SPEAIER took the (Chair at 4.30
p1.m1., and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received
and read notifying assent to the follow-
ime Bills

1, Licensing Act Amendment Continu-
mire.

2, ChLurch of England Lands.
3, Loan Acts Amendment
4, Public Servants
5. Police Act Amendment.
6, Yiimiining-Kondinin Railway Ex-

tension.
T, Pinjurra-Dwvarda Railway Exten-

sIin.
8, K:atauiug-'Nyabing Railway Ex-

tension.
.1, BoYanup-Busselton Ratilway Exten-

Sion.
10. Naval and Military Abse~ntees'

Reli.
11, Supply (No. 2), £C488,270.
12, 31 t n i e i p) a I Corporations Act

Amendment.
13, Blackboy and Zan'ia Palm License.
14. Control of Trade in War Time

Act Amendment.
15, State Children Act Amendment.
16, Coal Mfines Regulation Act

Amendment.
17. Midland Jutnction Trades Hall.

QUESTION-WHEAT HANDLING
CHEAJRGE.

Mr. WVANSBROIJGH asked the Pre-
mier: 1. Is it a fact that 4d. handling
charge is being imposed upon wheat sold
for seed, as between farmer and farmaer,
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with the approval of the assistance board
bat at no cost to the board for railage or
handling? 2, In such eases, wvill not half
the amount now allowed be sufficient to
cover all costs to the board?' 3, Will he,
under such circumnstances, see that the
seller gels the difference? 4, If not, will
lie say to whom the balance goes;?

The PREIIIER replied: 1, In the
case of direct negotiations between farm-
er and farmer prior to the acquisition by
the board, and in which no financial as-
sistance is requested, there is no charge
imposed, but in the event of the wheat
being acquired by the Grain and Food-
stuff Board and subsequently distributed
through thle medium of the Farmers' As-
sistajice Board, an extra charge must be
made or the work will be conducted at a
loss to the Stale. 2, No, it will only
cover ilie actual commission p1aid to the
acquiring agent. 3 and 4, Answered by
No. 2.

QUESTION-DERBY HIOSPITAL.

Mr. MALE asked the Premier: 1, Did
he receive a petition from Derfby about
September last asking for an inve;tiga-
tion into the case of an old man named
Byng, who was refused re-admission into
the Derby hospital. and subseqiiently
died? 2, Why has no acknowledgment
been sent to the people of Derby respect-
ing their petition?9 3, Have any investi-
gations beein made into the matter? 4,
If so. what are the results of the investi-
gations?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2,
The matter had already been brought to
the knowledge of the Medical Depart-
ment, and the Eton. -Vinister coIntrolling
the department submitted it to Cabinet.
It was agreed to have an inqniry made,
and the Crown Law Department were
asked to intervene to this end, 3, No.
The Crown Law Department had ar-
ranged for the magistrate at Broome to
proceed to Derby for the purpose of con-
ducting an inquiry, but on account of his
services being required at the quarter
sessions, and owing to the labour unrest
at Broonme, and the difficulty of fitting in
steamh-r communication between Broome

and Derby, the arrangement bad to be
suddenly held up. The present state of
the position is that the Government have
not been able to make any inquiry, and
it is considered that the gravity of the
charges scarcely warrants the cost that
would be entailed. 4, Answered by No.
3.

QUESTION-RABBIT ACT, TO
AMEND.

Mr. TH1O)ISON asked the Minister
for Agriculture: Will hie introduce an
amendment to "The Rabbit Act, 1902,"
to permit settlers and others to trap and
send rabbits to markect as an article of
food, and, in the meantime, will he issue
permits or licenses in iritiiig, as, r-er
Section 43 of "The Rabbit Act, 1902,"1
to enable trapl:ers to make use of thie
rabbit enniinercially?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE replied: The question is under
consideration.

QUESTION--STATE STEAMSHIPS,
AUDITOR GENERAL'S REPORT.
Mr. FOLEY asked the Premier: 1,

How many copies of the Auditor Gen-
eral's report were made up in the Audit
Departmeiit on State steamships, re-
cently laid on the Table of the House?
2, Who wvere they made out for? 3, Who
received them? 4, If any person other
than the Colonial Secretary received a
copy, on what date 'was it receivedi 5,
Has it ever been a custom to circnlate
these or similar reports before they were
made available to the House? 6, If any
irregularity has taken place, what action
does he intend to take?

The PREMIK[R replied: 1, Six. 2,
Four, to comply with Sections 19 and 20
of "The Trading Concerns Act. 19127*
and to meet office requirements-. On ac-
couant of a request, two extra copies were
subsequently made, one of which went
to the 'Minister and the other to the Hon.
F. Wilson. V.L. A. (ride 5). .3, The Hon.
Mtinister, 2; M.%anag~er of State Steamship
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Service, 1; lion1. F'. Wilson, ILL.A., 1;
Ispector in Charge of Audit, 1; offie

file, 1. 4, The manager of the State steam-
ship service reecived his copy on the 9th
December, 1914. Mr. Wilson's copy was
forwarded on or about the 23rd Decem-
ber, 1914, subsequent to the date the certi-
fied accouints were laid on the Table of
the House t10th December, 1914), and
after lie had perused the report forwarded
the Minister,' tinder Section 19 of the Act.
obtained by him at the office of the Colo-
nial Secretary. 5, Not as far as the Audit
Department is concerned . except, the
supply of a copy in this instance to Mr.
Wilson can be termed a "1custom." The
facts are: Ailr. Wilson called at the Audit
Departmenit after the accounts of the
State Steamiship Service had been pire-
seated to Parliament (10tit December.
1914) and requested a copy of the report,
which was declined, as there was no
auithentic information that the audited
account and report had been presented to
the House (vide Section 20). It was sub-
sequcuatly .ascertained from an officer of
Parliament that the audited and certified
accounts had been laid on the Table, but
that apparently through an oversight the
report had not. Mir. Wilson was informed
that, uinder the circumstances, a copy of
the report could not be supplied, nd
that application to the Minister would be
necessary. Later Mr. Wilson stated that
he had been supplied with the report by
the Ron. Colonial Secretary, but as the
file was required again as soon as possible,
hie desired to know -whether an additional
copy could be made and supplied to him.
The request was complied with. 6, No
ftirther action is contemplated.

Mr, SPEAK ER: ]in respect to the
statement of the Auditor General as to
its being, an oversight that his report was
not laid on the Table of the House, I
would say that it was not an oversight
so far a9s the officers of this House were
concerned. Iminedialair the report was
received here it was placed on the Table.
If there was an iy oversight, it was on the
part of the Auditor General. It is a cus-
torn to present these reports to the House
as soon as they are received.

The PREMIER: In fairness to the
Auditor General I might mention that
when two copies of the report were sent
to the Colonial Secretary he was not
aware of the fact that the Auditor Gen-
eral's report was requiredl to he laid on
the Table at the same time as the
statement. He withheld it, and sent
along a request-and in this I think the
leader of te Opposition will bear mec
out-to the Auditor General for an ex-
plalnation of some particular paragraph
dealing with the proper transfer of some
accounts, from loan to revenue, or rev-
enue to loan, and was waiting for a
reply.

lion. Frank Wilson: That is so.
The PREMIER: There was, however,

nio fault either on the part of the officers;
of this House or of tile Colonial See-
retary.

YVr. SPEAKER: I ami very glad to,
hear the Premier's statement, for I took
it that an accusation was being made
against the officers of this House.

SELECT COMMITTEE, WHALING
LICENSE.

Ont motion by Air. HOL.MAN, the time
for hringing up the report was extended
by one week.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE.
On motion by Mr. BOLTON, leave of

absence for two weeks was ranted to
the member for Roebourne (Mr. J. P.
Gardiner) on the round of ill-health.

B3ILLr-VERMIN BOARDS ACT
AMENDMENT,

Re quest for Cornference.
Mfessage from the Council notifying

-that it insisted on its amendments Nos. 1
and 2, now considered.

In, Committee:
Mr. Holman in the Chair, the Minister

for Lands in charge of the Bill.
No. 1, New Clause-Insert a new

clause to stand as Clause 7 as follows:
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Section 47 is hereby amended by strik-
ing out 'the words "two shillings," by in-
serting in lieu thereof the words "one
shilling":

The MINISTER FOR LAN2\DS:
When I introduced this Bill I explained
that is was necessary to get it through
in order to validate thle rates which had
been struck and make the Act .more
workable, and so that the operations of
the hoard, or of the Government if we
took over the management, would be
more effective. The Bill went to another
place, which suggested anl amendment of
the principal Act, reducing the maximum
rate of 2s. per 100 acres by 50 per cent.,
to Is. I asked this Committee to dis-
agree with the suggested amendment,
p)ointing out that up1 to (late the Gas-
coyne Vermin Hoard have not been able
to fulfil their obligations, even when
striking thle ma-ximuma rate of 2s. I
statel my opinion that the hoard's ad-
ministration was extravagant, and that
possibly, after the Bill had been passed
and Government control of the board's
affairs, had been instituted, the rate might
he reduced to something less than 2s. 1
held out no hope, however, of a reduction
to is. The suggested amendment of
another plac is now pressed; and if, as
the result of our resisting the amend-
ment, the Bill is lost, the effect will be
to impose on the people of this State a
burden of some £60,000. The flascoyne
pastoralists some years ago, fearing anl
invasion of rabbits, pressed the Govern-
ment to erect a rabbit proof fence. A
deputation representing those pastoral-
ists interviewed the then Minister tar
Lands, the Hon. J. lllitchell; but I regret
to say that the departmental files con-
tain no record of [lhe deputation. The
Minister informed the Gascoyne pastor-
alists. through the deputation, that if
they would form themselves into a ver-
min board, and accept liabilit 'y for the
cost of erection and of upkeep of tile
fence, the Government -would advance
the necessary funds. The pastoralists
falling in with the proposal, a measure
was carried through Parliament makingr
it possible for the Minister to create a
vermin hoard on the lines agreed. Tinfor-

tL~lately, after the mnoney had heen
advanced and thle fenice erected, some of
the Gascoyne pastoralists fell into arrears
with their rates. Upon the hoard's taking~
action under'the Act to compel payment.
the residlent magistrate at ('arnarvon
ruled that there was a defect in
the measure which prevented him
from enforcing payment. I am
not prepared to admnit thle sound-
ness of that ruling; hut the fact
of its having been given is sufficient to
justify the Government in asking Parlia-
inent to pass legislation curing the defect,
and thus providing power to enforce pay-
ments whlich the pastoralists voluntarily
took upon themselves, and for which they
rendered themselves liable when thcy bor-
rowed from the Government the mnev
required for the fence. Thtey incurred
their liability with their eyes open. The
present position is that those pasroralists
who are in arrears owe the State close onl
£10,000 in rates. In the event of the re-
ductLion in the maximum rate upon which
another place insists being carried, the
board cannot possibly maintain the fence
and pay the arrears owing to the
C row n. Our agreeing to the Couned's
amendment would mean that a sunm of
£C66,000 of State money advanced oil a
distinct and honourable understanding is
going to be lost to the lpeole as a whole.
Thus it is impossible for this Committee
to accept thle amendment of another place.
I regret very much that the amendment
is being pressed. I move--

That a Conference be requested with,
the Legislative Connid on the Vermin
Boards Art Amendment Bill, and ta
at such ('on ferenre the managers con-
xjnt of three members.
Hon, J. MITCHELL: The Minister for

Lands was right in saying that the mashi
mum, rate of 2s. was imposed in order to
iner tile requirements of the V'ernin
Boards Act. That measure was brought
into existence at the request of the people
concerned. Adverting to the deputationi
to which the Minister for Lands has re-
ferred, I think there must be a cousidera-
ble file in the Lands Office dealing with
that subject. I had many interviews with
rep~resentatives of the people affected, and
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they insisted that the fence was required.
The result of those interviews was the in-
troduction of a measure on the lines of
the South Australiap Act. The people of
Cascoyne. desiring to protect themselves,
were granted this large advance by the
Government onl the understanding that
they' would pay' interest and sinking fund
on the amount borrowed, and would keep
the feniee in good repair. I agree with
the 11mister that thie principal Act Should
not be amended as desired by an other
place, especially in view of the informia-
tion before uis that a Is, rate will not
,return the necessary funds. The fence,
I believe, has got into very had repair.
.which is to be greatly regretted, since the
State advanced the money and the State
is entitled to have that portion of its area
Protected,

Hon. Frank Wilson: These people mLI!t
not be allowed to shirk their responsibili-
tics,

Ron. J. 11ITCHELL: No; and one of
their restu onsibilities is to keep the fence
in order. I understand that the Minister
propose to take over that responsibility,'
and the Minister must have power to
collect sufficient funds to do that work
effectively.

Question put amid passed.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I
move-

That the VMMnaer to represent the
Legislative Assembly be the M1inister
fpr Lands, the Hon. R?. HF. Underwood
(Honorary Minister), rind the Hon. J.
Mitchell.
Question passed.
Resolutions reported, the report

adopted, and a Message accordingly re-
tutrned to the tLeislative Council.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES. 1914-15.

In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from the previous day, Mr.
Holman in the Chair.

Department of Attorney General
(Hon. T. Walker, Minister).

Vote-Crown Law Offices, £615,554:
The ATTORNEY GENERAL WHon.

T. Walker) [4.55]: There is no occasion
for me to speak at length on the Esti-
mnates relating to the Crown Law De-
pariment, inasmuch as the Crown Law
offices have gone on for years and years
with extremely little change. There is
only one new feature, -which has not
marked these Estimates in years gone by;
and that is the addition represented by
the State hotels. The State hotels have
put more work upon the department, and
also more responsibility; but otherwise
the new feature has made no difference
in the conduct of the department's busi-
nless. lion, members will observe that
this department has especially endeav
oired to keep pace with the times, in-
asiuell as while its revenue has to some
extent declined in consequence of the
present extraordinary state of affairs
throughout the British Empire, the de-
partment has at the same time cut down
its expenditure, I am pleased to say
that from its Crown Law Department
alone Western Australia has furnished
a very fair little tribute towards the Ex-
peditionary Forces, defend ing the Em-
pire. Whilst the officers I refer to are
engaged in the military service of their
country, a saving of a little over £1,000
per annum is being made, the work of
the department being carried out by the
remaining staff. Last year, it is true, an
extraordinary call was made upon my
department's expenditure, inasmuch as
Provision had to be made for a general
election. Another feature which makes
my department's accounts appear not
quite so bright as hitherto, is a fatling
oil of something like £17,000 in the an-
ticipated revenue from Land Titles. That,
of course, is something over which none
of us has any control. I do not know
that I need open up any ground for ar-
gument because with the exception of
some slight ehange ia the magistracy
there is. I take it nothing of a vry de-
batable character in the Estimates un-
less the old ghost that w~as raised at the
last elections is revived. I trust we shall
settle down without further delay to the
consideration of the items.
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Vote putt and passed.
Vote--Electoral, £12,902:
Rion. J. MITCHELL: It w'as the in-

ten tion of the House to ask that a Royal
Conunlission. should be appointed to in-
vestigate the conduct of the recent gen-
eral elections, so that a repetition of what
occurred might be prevented in the
future. The Attorney General 's atten-
tion has already been drawn to the man-
ner in which the electoral rolls were pre-
pared. This was absolutely irreg-ular,
and the Attorney General had no fight
to set aside the lawv of the land in thie
manner he did.

The Attorney General: Will you tell
tnc what law I set &side?

Lion. J. MTUTCHELL:- The Electoral
Act.

The Attorney General: What srction9
Hon. J. MITCHELL: The Act pro-

vides, that a card shall be signed by every
person who desires to become enrolled.

Mr. I-eitmann: And it also provides
that the roll may be made up. from an-
other roll.

lion. J. MITCHELL: Why have cards
at all if they are not in order? The At-
torney General enrolled some 30,000
people wrongly.

Mr. A. A. Wilson: In my electorate a
great number were left off the roll

H1on. J. MITCHELL: And there were
in that electorate many names on thle
roll that had no business to be there.
Many instances of irregularities came
under my notice. One business man ad-
dressed cireolar-z to names which were re-
one roll and hundreds of them were re-
turned marked "Unknown." The At-
torney General has stated that it would
be better to have a thousand names on
the roll that were not entitled to be
there, rather than a hundred who were
entitled to registration should be left off.
I do not agree with the Attorney Gen-
eral. There were also many duplications.

Mr. Munsie: Do you know of any in-
stance where, in the gase of the dupli-
cations, votes were recorded twie?~

Hfon. 3. MITCHELL: That is not the
point. By the method of preparing the
rolls which has been adopted, we pave
the way for irregular voting. All we are

justified in asking is that the law shall
he obeyed, and that Ministers shall not
set up a tair unto themselves. I hope
a commission of inquiry will be ap-
pointed, andi that- the outcome will
be suggestions whielh will prevent a re-
currence of what took place at the Inst
elections.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: I want to take
the opportunity of urging onl the Attor-
ney General the desirability of' having a
joint roll in conjunction with that of the
Comkmonwealth. For the past two years
the State of Tasmania has had only one
roll, and the names of the people eligible
to vote for the Commonwealth and not
for the State are marked with an asterisk.
Those people who are so unfortunate ate
those in receipt of charitable relief from
the Government. Our friends, opposite
succeeded in preventing these poor people
from having votes in this State.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Old age pension-
ers have a vote.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Yes, for the
Federal Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: And for the Stale
Parliament.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Certain people
in receipt of charitable assistance from
the State are prevented from voting. and
I hope thle leader of the Opposition will
hiell) us to place those people on the toot-

ing that they occupy in connection with
both Honses of the Federal Parliament.
The system in Tasmania of having onle
roll works well.

Mr. Wilhnott: Would that mean an
alteration of our boundaries?

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: Each Federal
electorate in Tasmania contains a certain
number of State seats and the boundaries
are coterminous. I noticed in the Mel-
bourne 1ye a few clays ago that the Gov-
ernment of Victoria have entered into a
definite agreement with the Comunon-
wealth that in future in that State they
will have only one roll, as in Tasmania,
and the Premier of Victoria has agreed to
introduce an amending Bill to proville
that the State electorates from time to
time shall have their boundaries co-ter-
minous with those of the Federal elector-
ate. It is a waste of money having two

1608



[18 FEBRUARY, 1015.] 10

rolls, as at the present time, with two
sets of oflicers, wihen the qualifications for
the Legislative Assembly and the Federal
Parliament are, practically the same. I
trust the Government in these days of
rigid economy, when all sorts of neces-
sary works and services are being cur-
tailed, will see that this. particular eco-
nomy already accepted in two States of
the Common wealth, is brought into oper-
ation in Western Australia also.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: No, matter how
often rash charges made by members op-
posite are refuted, those members still re-
turn to them. Notwithstanding the comi-
plete exposure by the Attorney General
off the charges brought by the member
for Perth (Hon. J. D. Connolly) after
the last general elections, we still find
the member for Northeam (Hon . J.
Mitchell) coming along with the
same old complaints. Why do not
these members quote concrete cases?
Only two such cases have been
quoted and investigated. In respect of
one, at Mullewa, it was. proved that an
old lady was induced by a Liberal candi-
date to vote wrongfully. In the other case
it was proved that the secretary of the
Fremantle Liberal League had witnessed
the illegal signing of a claim card. Both
these cases rebound against members op-
posite. I will defy any member to proe
that the name of any one person wVas
wrongfully on the roll.

Ron. Frank Wilson:- There wvere on
the roll 23,000 names in excess off the
number of adults in the State.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: There were dupli-
cations, but that does not prove that the
persons concerned were not entitled to
be on the roll. There is no proof that any
of those persons exercised the franchise
more than once. It is better to have
10,000 duplications of those eatitled to hie
on the roll than to have 1,000 legitimate
voters left off the roll. It is almost ini-
possibe to have a perfect roll, but so long
as no one votes illegally, where is tine
harm ? Notwithstanding special efforts
it has never beer) proved that any man
voted twice,

Mr. Foley; Mr. Gawler voted twice.
[56]

Mr, B. J: STUIBBS: He is a Liberal.
Everything which has been proven has
been to the diseomforture of the Liberals.
Although bon. members opposite fling
these reckless charges against the party'
on this side they can never prove them.

Hon, J. D. CONNOLLY: The member
for Subiaco (Mr. B. J. Stubbs) said I
had wade certain charges to the effect
that some people had voted twice.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: No, I did not say
what the charges were.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: On the Ad-
dress-in-Rleply 1 referred to the disgrace-
fli state of the rolls. They were in a dis-
graceful state.

Hon. Frank 'Wilson: The Chief Elec-
toral Officer admits that.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I do not
blame the Chief Electoral Officer for the
rolls; if he w.as not allowed to spend
money on their necessary revision their
condition cannot be charged against him.

The Attorney General: It was not a
mnatter of finding money, but a matter of
time.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No.
Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I declared

that at least 100 people who bad no right
to vote had voted, and that I would not
be far wrong if I said 200 peop~le. A
few days afterwards the Attorney General
with his usual heroics, abused the privi-
leges of the House and read a certain
statement, with his own additions.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
is not iii order in stating that the Attor-
ney General abused the privileges of the
House. It is a reflection on either the
Speaker or the Chairman. No hon. memu-
her is allowed to abuse the privileges of
the House.

Hon. J1. D. CONNOLLY: I have no de-
sire to reflect On, the Chair. I withdraw
my statement. The point is this: I said
tha 100, and possibly 200. persons hadl
voted illegally. The Attoruey General
misquoted me to the effect that I had
ruled off the roll 2,500 names. The M1in-
ister then went on to say that the Elec-
toral Department had investigated 389 of
those names, of which 156 were found ant
the addresses given, while 70 others had
been found at other addrese in Perth,
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and the balance of 163 had not been lo-
cated. That is two and a half months
ago, and on the Attorney General's own
showing he has not been able to locate
those 163 persons who wrongfully voted.
As showing the deplorable condition of
the Perth roll. I may say that in 1911 it
contained 4,400 names and i 1914 the
number was 8,691, despite the fact that
there had been no appreciable increase
in the popnlation of the City. Mfore-
over, there were Oni the complete rolls
23,600 more names than there were adults
in the State, notwithstanding that the
names of many well known people were
left off the roll. The statement has been
made by Ministers; that the :y did not pro-
vide a new roll because it would have
cost E7.000. The Attorney General has
since admitted that the estimate wvas
£3,000.

The Attorney General: No, £4,000;
and if wve had gone ahead with it then we
would have had to pay extra canivassers,
because the police were not available.

Honr. J. D, CONNOLLY: It could
have been done for £3,000 or less, for
the majority of the duplications appeared
onl account of the extraordinary reading
of the law by the Attorney General
when instructing the Electoral Depart-
ment as to the methods onl which to com-
pile the roll- In the metropolitan elec-
torates the rolls could hare been cleansed
for £300 or £400. If the Attorney Gen-
era will get an estimate from the de-
partment hie will find that the Perth
electorate canl be canvassed for £:30 or
£35; so, taking the 10 electorates corn-
prised in the metropolitan area, we have
the sum of £300 and we would hare had
clean rolls for an expenditure of, at any
rate, £600.

Mr. Thomas: What about the country
districts f

Honl. J. P. CONNOLLY: Exceptingo
the outlying districts, all that was nec-
essary could have been done for probably
£1,000.

Mr. B. J. Stnhhs: It could have been
done better than by your canvass.

Hon. J1. D. CON~NOLLY: If the hon.
member had any shame he would not in-
terject; I have alreadyv howled him out

ii regard to his statement. I east nio
blame onl the Electoral Department. The
officials cannot from their office cleanse
the rolls. Extra assistance must be
granted to the officer controlling the de-
partnment, and hie cannot dbtain it unless
lie receives the wherewithal fromn thu

~ill ist&,.
The Attorney General : He was SUP-

plied with all the wherewithal except
time.

Bion. J1. 1). ('ON'NOLT1Y: Tile Attor-
riey General's statement would not he
supported by the Chief Electoral Officer.
There was ample time to cleanse the rolls
of a great majority of the electorates.
To cleanse the rolls of the 1(imberley
or -At. Margaret districts, of course.
would have occupied more turne.

Air. Male: They had three years in
which to get the rolls ready.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Yes. The
election took p~lace only a month or so
earlier thain was anticipated, and that
was nothing. Many of the rolls need
not have been touched, because the dis-
tricts, were Lnt likely to be contested, and
the same need did not exist for the clean-
sing of those rolls. No real attempt was
miade byv the Minister to ensnre that the
rolls were in a proper condition. All
the Attorney General did was to order
the transfer of namnes hiolus bolna from
the Federal to the State rolls, and this
created a inest extraordinary condition
of affairs.

M1r. M~ale: It knocked onl the head the
whole of our card system.

Hon. J. D. CONN OLLY: The essen-
tial principle underlying the Electoral
Act of 1907 is that every voter shall qign
a card, but that lprinciple wais cast aside
on this occasion, though it had been in
operat ion for seven years.

The Minister for Works: -Claimants
had to sign a card to get their names oii
the Federal rolls.

Roil. J, P. CQNNOTLLY: There is no
point in the Minister's remark, because
the boundaries are not co-terminus. The
rolls should be cleansed thoroughly. It
is not far to the department or the
people that the rolls should remain a day
lnvr h1i their present- condition. The
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Attorney General should be only too
pleased to wipe out this awful record of
a roll which now exists and secure a
reasonable roll in; its place.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: If the rolls were
cleansed to-day would they be clean for
an election in three years' time 9

Bion. J. D). CONNOLLY: The hon.
member is referring to an entirely differ-
cnt matter.

Mr, HEITMANN: The member for
Perth iii his speech and the member for
Northern by interjection insinuated that
163 persons, who are alleged to have
voted in Perth at the recent ejection did
not exist, It must be admitted that no
one has yet met an individual who has
wvrongfully voted.

Hon. FPrank Wilson: Hie takes Jolly
good care you do not meet him.

Afr. HElTiIIANN: The lion. member
insinuated that there are a niunber of
criminals in Perth, who are always look-
ing for a chance to vole. Apart from the
qualifications for voting there are regu-
lations attached to the Electoral Act,
one of which deals with electoral expen-
ses. Tt would be interesting to have a
return of the electoral expenses incurred

hya number of members on the Liberal
side of the House. I would like to see
the returns of the mueqmber for Perth. It
is impossible that his expenditure is with-
in the limit. The member for Canning
with his scores of motor cars and his con-
tingent of canvassers-

Mr. Robinson:. r object to such state-
ments being made by the hion- member.
They are not correct and he knows it.
He had better confine himself to Gerald-
ton, or some other place of which he has
some knowledge.

Mr. HEITMANN: "I will confine my-
self to places and members I know of.
fn some of the districts contested by our
friends who niow pose as paragons of vir-
tue-and the member for Canning is one
of them -

Mr. Robinson: I have not spoken on
this subject.

Mr. HEITMANN: M~oney was poured
into the Canning electorate-

Mr. Robinson: I hare never heard of
such a thing. Why will this megmber,

whoever he is, to continue to say such
things?

Mr. HEITMIANN: The hon. member
objects to receiving the credit for pour-
ing- money into the Canning electorate in
order that hie might win the seat,

Mr. Robinson: l~r. Cliarimian, I deny
that entirely and the hion. member has no
right to repeat such an imputation.

The CHAIRIMAN: The statement hav-
ing been denied, the hotn. member must
accept the denial.

ITr. HELTMANN: The lion, member
denies that hie poured money into the
Can ning electorate. Possibly some of his
friends and admirers sent motor cars
there in scores on election day--

Hon. Frank Wilson: Thai is an exag-
geration.

Air. HEITMANN: And sent a con-
ingeut of canvassers from house to house,

as was done in North Perth, to tell elec-
tors about the action of the Attorney
General in liberating some criminal who
might ravish their childreni.

isr. Foley: They did that in Mlaylands.
Mr. HEITMANN: These are the muen

who now coinplain of wrongful acts on
the part of the Government in regard to
electoral matters.

Hon. Frank Wilson: What has that to
do with the rolls?

Mr. HEITWANN: It has much to do
with the elections.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Someone said
you ivr given a billet in Geraldton.

31r, NrEITAYN.L: Yes, and I filled it
creditably to myself.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- You did a bit of
canvassing, anyhow,

31r. HEITMNANY: I succbeded in 11
months, in converting a minority of 12
into a majority of 340.

'lion. Frank Wilson: That was due to
the 900 excess names on the roll.

Mr. HEITMANN: Nine hundred cri-
minals according to the lion . member,
who journeyed from Cue and the Itiur-
ebison to vote and then returned. When
it comes to a matter of faking rolls, du-
plicating- namnes, wrongful voting and
electoral tricks of all kinds, the Liberals
are the masters of the Labour party.
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Honi. Frank Wilson: Then the rolls
were faked at the last election?

Mr. HETTMANN: We have heard of
an election where the rolls were faked
and the names of working men likely to
vote against the Liberal candidate were
cut out. What about the Manzies elec-
tion? The Liberal Government discov-
ered that there were 300 or 400 cards it
the office for enrolment, which would
hare matured on a certain date, and they
issued the writs and deprived these
elaiynants of their rates.

Mr. Robison: On a point of order,
what has this to do with the matter be-
fore the Committee?

Mr. HEITIANN: Take your gruel.
Mr. Robinson: I have risen to a point

of order. I object to haring to listen to
suhtirades.
The CHAIRMAN: What is the point

of order?
Mr. Robinson: That the bon. member

is discussing- matters not now before the
Commit tee.

The CHAIRMIAN: The hon. memb er
is discussing the Electoral Department
anid is entitled to proceed.

Mr. Robinson: I have never heard of
the election at Afeozies.

Mr. BET TMANN: 1. heard no objec-
tion from the member for Canning when
members an his side of the House allowed
hundreds of people to -wrongfully vote
and offend against the laws of the coun-
try.

Hon. Frank Wilson: No, they said
thousands were on the rolls.

Mr. HEITMAtNT: The memnber for
Perth said there were 156 names on the
roll and the~ member for Northam said
those people did not exist.

Honi. Fraiik Wilson: Three hundred
or 400 on the Geraldton roll could not be
found.

Mr. HETTMTANN: Two thousand cir-
culars were returned to the member for
North Perth. This is not surprising, be-
cause he sent them out to all and sundry.
The rart- who now rise in indignation
because the roll did not suit them-

Hon. Frank Wilson; It snited You all
right.

'Mr. HEITM IANN: I would be re-
turned on a roll of 300, leave alone
3,000.

Hon. Frank Wilson:. Get a clean roll
and try it.

Mr. HEITMANN: If the roll suited
me, it suited the member for Perth. I
would like to see his return of election
expenses.

Hon. Frank. Wilson:- I would like to
see you before the electors again; I would
be there.

Mr. HEITMIANN: 1 would retire be-
fore I would descend to the tactics or
some of my Liberal friends. To bring
against at' opponent what was brought
against me--

Hon. Frank Wilson: WVhat was that?

Mr. HElTMANN: The hion. member
knows what his hon., friend brought
against me. Again referring to Menzies,
my Liberal friends will remember the
appeal of one of their candidates who
was defeated.

Hon. Frank Wilson: But lie won.,
Mr. HEITiANN: He was defeated,

otherwise why did hie appeal?
Hon. Frank Wilson: Because hie was

wrongfully defeated and he won.
Mr. HELT'MANN: He called in his

supporters who proved that men who had
voted for him had committed a crime in
assisting to defeat his opponent.

Hon. Frank Wilson:- That is why the
electors returned him the nest time.

Mr. HEITMtANN: That this opponent
had been wrongly returned because of the
action of certain of his own supporters,
who had committed an offence against
the Act.

Hon. Frank W~ison: - Yu are romnanc-
ing now.

Yr. HETMANN: In the meantime,
during- the period before the appeal was
heard, every ecommercial traveller who
risited MLenzies, and who was believed to
have Liberal tendencies, was enrolled.
And yet they talk about electoral purity.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I am talkingt
abont Gerald ton.

M'r. HEITMTANN: The House will re-
member that this is the member who in-
troduced that great never to be forgot-
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ten jerrymandering Bill, and now lie
speaks of electoral purity.

The CHIAIRMIAN: I must ask the hon.
member to discuss the business before the
Comnmittee.

Mr. HEITMIANN: I admit it is a little
hit wide of the mark, but that concerned
the last general election, en-d I think we
should be permitted to discuss what Look
place during that election. All sorts of
extraordinary charges have been brought
against the condition of the rolls in may
electorate. My opponent complained on
tile platform in regard to the placing of
names on the roll, and he complained
also that he had had to put on a man
and pay hkm out of his own pocket to put
names otn the roll.

Hon. J. Mitchell: They signed claim
cards.

Mr. HEITMAKN: And if the hon.
member can prove that any supporter of
the Labour party, or any member of my
committee, placed on the roil the name
of one individual who was not qualified
I will resign. The hon. member talks
about persons having signed claim cards.
Did not also my supporters who were en-
rolled sign claim cards?

Hon. J. Mitcelel: Every man on the
roll?9

Mr. HEITMANN: Yes; every maan
placed on the roll by my supporters
signed the claim cards. If they did not,
where was the Electoral Department?

Hon. Frank Wilson: Names were
transferred from the Federal roll holus
bolus.

Mr. HEITMIANN: Speaking of the
Federal roll, an hon. member stated that
the State roll was irregularly compiled
because of the transfer of names.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Yes.
Mr. HEITMANK: That is not the

ease, because under the Electoral Act
power is given to the Minister to adopt
that roll.

Hon. J. Mitchell:- There is no such
power at all,

Mr. HEITMHANK: I say that under
the regulations there is the power. Have
not regulations the same power as an
Act itself ?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Any such regula-
tions would be ultra 'sires.

Mr. HEITMANN: Nsow you are al-
leging that the Crown Law Department
allowed regulations uinder that Act to be
in existence for seven years which were
ultra 'sires . I will admit the hon. mem-
ber has extraordinary brain power which
entitled him to constitute himself ithe
judge of the Crown Law Department.
Mr. Clarke James made a charge in re-
gard to the Geraldton election. He wrote
to the Electoral Department pointing
out that a woman at Mfullewa had voted
wrongly and had been induced to vote
by Mr. Hiekey, who happened to be my
secretary. It was afterwards found,
however, that she had been induced to
vote by Mr. Tidy, the Liberal candidate
for Greenough. After that I heard no
more about the matter. I admit that the
rolls used at the last election were not
satisfactory.

Mr. Robinson: That is the only point
we have made.

Mr. HEITIMANN: But in making
that point you also have made extra-
ordinary charges. The hon. member for
Northamn said that 156 people voted in
Perth who never existed. What does that
hon. member mean?

Hon. J. Mitchell: That they could not
he traced.

Mr. HEITMANN: That does not
prove that they never existed. Speaking
generally, people desire to vote once only
and in very few case indeed is it ever
attempted to vote twice. We all desire
a fair roll, and I think we all desire also
that there shall be only one roll for both
State and Federal elections. There is no
necessity for the duplication,' with the
consequent additional expense. I think
the Government would be wise if they in-
troduced even now an amendment of the
Electoral Act, in order to give those
worthy citizens in the Old Men's Depdt
the right to vote, and thus bring the law
into line with the Federal Act. I believe
this could be done easily. One card would
suffice for the Lower House, the Upper
Rouse and. the Federal roll. I think it is
agreed that we should endeavour to get
a fair roll. I must confess that at the
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11108 elections which I contested at Cue,
the roll, so far as I could see, was a
perfect one. The electoral officer had
plenty of time and I could not find one
person off the roll who was entitled to be
enrolled. At the lest election, however,
extraordinary circumstances arose which
I believe to have been the case of the in-
flation of the rolls. You wouild always
have some duplications on the roll, but
the leader of the Opposition fails to ap-
prediate (liat faet, and when he finds one
or two names on the roll more than
should be there, he makes complaint.

Air. Allen, One or two, nearer 2,000.

Mr. HEITM~ANN: I want to repeat
that when it comes to faking rolls, elec-
toral trickery, and duplication-I speak
from my own experience-I give the
biscuit entirely to the Liberal party.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: The ques-
tion we have to consider is whether or
not our Electoral Department and our
electoral rolls are in such a condition that
we should have an inquiry so that we
way put them on a better footing, and
sweep away the anomalies, if I may so
term thejn, brought to light during the
last general election- When speaking on
the Address-in-Reply I suggested that a
Royal Commission should be appointed
to inquire into the whole question and
also to take into consideration the possi-
bility of devising some method of ec-
onomy with efficiency, some system by
which we could bring about an amalga-
mation with the Federal Electoral De-
partment, in order that the same rolls
might be available for both Federal and
State elections. From the remarks of
the hon- member who has just spoken,
one would gather that notwithstanding
he is anxious to fasten on his political
opponents some measure of discredit, he
is prepared to credit them with a desire
for a clean roll. I do not wvant to make
any charge;, but I do wish to say a word
in reply to the member for Subiaco (Mir.
B. J. Stubbs), who challenged any mem-
ber to show one name on the roll which
ought not to he there. The very fact that
there are, according to the Chief Elec-
toral Officer, 23,000 more names on the
roll used at the last general election than

the total population of Western Aus-
tralia, shows that there has been duplica-
tion.

Mr. B. J. Stubbs: I said the name of
one person.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There is
not the slightest doubt that there are on
the rolls thousands of names which ought
not to be there. That is proved by the
Chief Electoral Officer; and I have no
doubt that there are many names not on
the roll which ought to be on. Never
mind what we think, or what 'nur present
thoughts of one another as politicians
are, but let us try to come to some
united action,

Air. Munsie: Were you thinking of
the Redistribution of Seats Bill?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I was
thinking of the Bill which was promised
by the Government, but niever brought
Ini.

Mrr. B. J, Stubhs: it was too hot for
you.

Mr. Mlunsie: Your Redistribution of
Seats Bill dropped you.

Hon. FRANK WILS ,ON: I have
always been accustomed-

The Premuier: To gerrymandering.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: I have al-

ways been accustomed in the course of
my Parliamentary career, wThen I brought
something in, to caryfl it through. I
commend that policy to my hon. friends
opposite. If they do not intend to Pass
legislation through they should not bring
it in at all. Let them bring the Bill in
and carry it, believing in the justice of
their cause.

Mfr. Bolton: You did not believe in
the *justice of y-our cause.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I did, and
that is why I was able to carry it. As a
result of the last general election, people
are fast comning to agree with me that
it was a just measure. We have the posi-
tion that there are 23,000 names more on
the rolls than we have adult population
in the State.

Mr. "MeI~owall: I think it is 21,000
odd.

Hon. FRANK WVILSON: Surely that
is a disgraceful admission.
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Mr. MeDowali: It is not the first
time it has occurred.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is the first time.
Ron. FRANK WMhSON: It shows the

state of chaos that exists.
Mr. Allen:- There is no reason why it

shudbe continued.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: Two blacks

do not make one white.
Mr. MetDowall: You are all very moral

when the Labour party is in power, but
-when the James Government was in offie
it was a virtue.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Not at all.
I do not remember the James Govern-
ment having claimed any virtue for such
a state of affairs, and I do not even re-
member that such a condition of affairs
ever existed, arid I have bad 17 years'
experience. The lion, member for Ger-
aldton did make the admission that at
any rate two years ago the Geraldton
roll was, practically perfect, and was in-
deed the most perfect roll in any district
iii the State. This is from the Govern-
merit Whip. It is a scandal to the State
that we should have rolls which have
on them 23,000 more names than the
adult population of the State. If we
take the Geraldton roll as an instance,
we have that position emphasised, be-
cause there undoubtedly things were in a
very chaotic condition. Hon. members
will remember that the number of names
or the Geraldton roll was, if I remem-
her right, something like 3,500 or 1,600
in excess of the municipal census. I ad-
mit it that there are outlying districts
which have to come in, but they would
not account for a tithe of the additional
number of names. Again, there were be-
tween 900 or 1,000 letters or circulars
which had been addressed according to
the roll, but returned from the post
office marked "Unknown, cannot find
aldressee." That is en 'undoubted fact.
Such a state of affairs ought to be im-
possible in a small place like Geraldton.
It might he possible to have a number of
names on the Perth roll of persons who
Were living in the suburbs, and who con-
sequently might not be traced by the
roll. 1 cannot, however, understand how
nearly 1,000 persons on the Geraldton

roll, when addressed according to that
roll by the postal officials, were not to be
found, especially if they had put their
claims in properly by cards. Strange to
say-I do not know the exact figures-
somewhere about half these people ex-
ercised the franchise and voted, notwith-
standing that the postal officials could
Riot find diem anywhere, and, though it
was only in a small place like Gerald-
ton, were obliged to mark the correspon-
dence as ''Unknown.'' Nearly half the
persons who were so addressed and had
their envelopes returned to the post
office, exercised their franchise.

Mr. Carpenter: That might he the
fault. of the post office people.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: It nit he
their fault. Further, between 40 anid 50
of the individuals represented b 'y the
names voted by post-that is to saty, they
recorded postal votes. But there were
hundreds of theta. actually exercised
their franchise Mt the poll, in ,pite of the
fact that the postal authorities could not
find them.

31r. Aftnsie: There were 19 persons in
South .Fremantle who could not be
tracd.

The Minister for Mines: It is all very
well to say that 900 of those who could
not be found voted.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: There was
nearly half of them. I couild get the ex-
act figures if the Minister so desired.

Mr. Thomnds: They must have been
about.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They must
have been about. At all events, some-
one was active.

The Attorney General: Do you think
that is fair?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do indeed.
T do not know whether they are Labour
or Liberal. It is a fair conclusion to
draw that something was Wrong.

The Attorney General: Do you mean
to insintiate that many persons who did
vote voted illegally?

Hon. FRA'NK WILSON: That is my
impression.

The Attorney General: Have you any
proof at all?
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: We cannot
get any actual proof.

The Attorney General: Is it not fair
play to hold people innocent until they
are proved guilty?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I think it
is a fair thing to have some inquiry made
into the matter.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What about the
scrutineers9 They know every man who
votes.

Hon, FRANK WILSON: My experi-
ence of scrotineers is that they are
not worth the fee the candidate
pays them. How can they know
what has been proved to be a nom-
adic section of the commnunity, which is
here to-day and gone to-morrow? Of
course they kniow hon. members of the
House, and when the Hon. Mr. Gawler,
for instance, walked into the polling
booth he was spotted at once. But that
hon. gentleman said, "I have made a
blunder," and immediately admitted it

Mr. Bolton- He could not have read
the ballot paper.

The Premier: Did'nt he? He put his
cross right.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He made a
blunder. I remember exactly the same
blunder being made by another Liberal
member many years ago.

Mr. Bolton: You are the only people
who make blunders.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: That is the
case of the late Mr. George Leake who
voted twice in an election simply through
lapse of memory.

Mr. Foley: Would you have us believe
that the gentleman you speak of turned
round to tell the serutineers that he
had voted wrongly as soon as he had
done so?

Hon. J. MITCHIELL: I am sure he
did.

M.Nr. Bolton: That is not right. His
own statement appears in Hansard.

Hlon. J. Mitchell: He told me he did.
'Ar. Bolton. Then he told you a lie.
Hon. FRANK WILSON: As soon as

the hon. Mr. 9awler recognised that he
had made a mistake he admitted it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: And informed the
returning officer.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: He admitted
his mistake, and was the first to notice it.
If that was not the case why was he not
prosecuted? That was the remedy. Why
should his position protect him if the
department thought he had wilfully voted
twice? Because one happens to be a
mniber of this Chamber or of another
place, why should he he immune from
prosecution if he does such a thing wil-
fully?

T he Premier: I would like to know
what would have happened if a Labour
member had done this.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: They can
never be found out.

Air. E. B. Johnston: They would have
been prosecuted.

The Attorney General: There is nothing
to find.

Hlon. FRANK WILSON: If the Min-
ister goes into a poiling booth hae is so
well known that the public recognise him
at once. Of course if he happens to vote
twice, the fact is very soon whispered
round. If I did the same thing through
inadvertence, or some other cause;, it
would probably be found in the news-
papers on the following morning. Even
the scrutineers do not know the great
majority of people who vote at the
booths. The point that we have to press
home upon the Attorney General and
the Government is that the state of our
rolls is such that it undoubtedly requires
careful looking into. We should not be
asked to contest another general election
in this State until we have purged our
rolls and put the department upon a
proper footing. I do not care how it is
done, whether by select committee, Royal
Commission, or departmental inquiry, but
it ought to be done. We ought not to
hare the spectacle of hion. members going
into electorates which apparently contain
numbers of names on the roll over and
above the adult population of tbe district.

M1r. Thomas: Who do you think is to
blame?

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not know.
Mr. Thomas: You have not an idea, I

suppose?
Hon. J. Mitchell: The Attorney Gen-

eral is to blame.
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Hon. FRANK WILSON: The Gov-
erment are to blame for going back on
the understanding arrived at between the
Premier and myself. At that time, the
Premier communicated with me by tele-
phone on the matter of adopting some
system which would not prove as expen-
sive as the taking of a6 new census, which
would cost £7,000. 1 asked him what he
was going to do and he replied, "'Either
arrange for compulsory enrolment, or
take the Federal rolls end transfer the
names."

The Premier: It was only recently
compiled tinder the compulsory enrol-
ment provisions.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I said r did
not like the idea and told him so, and
took some little time to consider it. The
Premier also said he did not like the idea
of transferring a lot of names from the
Federal roll, and that he was in favour
of compulsory enrolment. There was an
amending Electoral Bill before the House
at the time, and we proposed that a cer-
tain clause should be added to it. But
that was dropped, for some reason, by
the Government, and they adopted the
other course.

The Attorney General: Another House
amended the Bill in such a way that we
could not accept it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: Did we put
in the compulsory enrolment clause?

The Attorney General: Yes.
The Premier: The provisions they put

in the Bill would have disfranchised
hundreds of people, and we would not
allow it.

Hon. FRANK WILSON: I do not
remember now what the dispute was. We
did not pass the legislation, or could not
pass it. Therefore, the Government fell
back upon the transfer of these names.
That is the cause of the trouble. We
transferred bolus bolus names from the
Federal rolls and hence we got into this
state of chaos. I hope the Government
-vill take some steps. to institute further
inquiry in the department. I am not
castingr gay blame upon the officials of
the department. I hope that some
proper inquiry will be held, and that we
shall have the rolls purified and put into

proper order, and have brought back the
card system which was becoming such a
perfect system tip to that time, but which
lies now been dislocated and utterly dis-
organised. I hope we shall come to some
understanding with the Federal Electoral
Department, so that we may work in
uuison with each other, and that we shall
be able to economnise considerably and
have purer rolls in the future than we
have had in the past.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
question of the electoral rolls has been
raised again and again. Ever since this
Parliament met, we have had scarcely
anything but talk about the stuffling of
the rolls; and particularly have we had
repetitions of these same charges from
the member for Northam (Hon. J. Alit-
chell). That hon. member comes before
this Committee and tells members that
the -Attorney General has disobeyed the
law-in short has broken the law.

Hon. J. Mitchell: Well, have you?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

The hon. gentleman, if he had taken the
trouble to inquire, might have known
that the law lies been observed in every
particular.

Hon. J. Mitchell: We do not think
so on this side, and that is wvhere we
differ from you.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member, if he does not think so,
should say that he does not think so; bnt
he screens himself behind no such pro-
tection as that. He makes a bold, de-
liberate statement, which he intends
shall go out to all the world, that the
Attorney General h3as broken the law,
has defied the law.

Hon. J. Mitchell: I will prove it to
you, if you like.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tbe
hon. member says he will prove it to me.
That is like his conceit, and like his pre-
sumption.

Hon. J. Mitchell: It is like your pre-
sumption to say that I do not know.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
lion, member, in making these wholesale
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allegations, can bare no other object
than that of desiring that his charges
may he believed by those who cannot
know better. The hon. member believes!
I pity his belief.

Hon. J. Mitchell: You will live to re-
gret it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If (he
lhon, member wili but let the world know
that lie merely believes, that it is only a
mnatter of belief on his part, nobody will
be astonished; for the lhon, member is
capable of marvellous beliefs that are ab-
solutely foreign to fact. Now let us -see
what the actual law is. The hon., member
proposes, to read the law to us. Has he
himself r'ead Section 40 of the Electoral
ActI

Hlon. J. Mitchell: Read the additions
to the rules first.

The ATTORNE~Y GENERAL: Has
the hon, member read Section 40?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Read Section 42
fi rst.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Has
hle read Section 40? If the hon. member
has rend that section, he will have seen
that there is absolute authority for what
the Chief Electoral Officer has done.
Section 40 says-

III preparing new rolls-
And that was the case before the last
general election-

the names of all persons who appear
to be qualified shall be inserted.
Hon. 4. Mitchell: But they must Ptt

in a claim card.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No.

The section says--
The names of all persons who ap-

pear to be qualified shall be inserted.
Hon. 3. Alitchell: After they have

sent in a claim card.
The ATTORNEY GEMfERALs: No.
Hon. 3. Mitchell: Yes.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There

is no such condition.
Hon, J. Mitchell: There is.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Noth-

ing of the kind.
lon, J1. Mitchell: Read Section 42.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I have
had prepared for ine by the Chief Elec-
toral Officer a statement of the whole

career of the compilation of these rolls.
I will read to this 'Committee the state-.
ment as the Chief Electoral Officer him-
self has drafted it-

Chief Electoral Oflicer interviewed
Solicitor General re legality of trans-
fer of Commonwealth enrolments to
State rolls without special claims, and
was informed that such transfers could
be legally made under Section 40 in
compiling new rolls.
Mr. Bolton: But the member for

Northam will say that that opinion is no
good.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: These
are not my words, not suggested by me,
in no way invited by me. This is simply
a plain record of the sequential events
in the compilation of the rolls, and on
the date given, namely the 12thi August,
the Solicitor General-not the Attorney
General, but the Solicitor General, the
chief permanent law adviser of the
Crown-gives it clearly as an opinion
and a direction to the Chief Electoral
Officer that, without special claims, it is
legal, under Section 40, in compiling new
rolls to transfer from Commonwealth en-
rolments. Now what becomes of the hon.
member's legal opinion? I know he
would set himself right up above the
Solicitor General, who has no motive one
way or the other.

lion. J. 'Mitchell: Neither have 1.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

hon. member, apparently, has a motive;
and that motive is, to defame the Attor-
ney General.

Hon. X1. M1itchell: No.
Ron. Frank Wilson: No. He is put-

ting you right; that is all.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

effect of his xvholesale charges is as 1
say. Next, I wish to draw attention to
what wvas placked upoii the Table of the
House last Parliament, and which again
gives lawful authority for what has been
done-

New rolls for electoral districts shall
be prepared by inserting the names of
all the persons (a) enrolled on the ex-
isting roll for each district, And (b)
enrolled on a Commonwealth elec-
toral roll, and whose place of living
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appears to the Chief Electoral Offi-
cer to be in the district for which the
new roll is being prepared, and who
do not appear to be enrolled on the
existing roll for the district; except so
far as the Chief BElectoral Officer may
have reason to believe (1) that any
person whose name is enrolled on the
existing district roll has ceased to live
in the district for which such person.
is enrolled: or (2) that any person
whose name is enrolled on any district
roll or Commonwealth roll is not quali-
fled or is disqualified.

These papers were laid upon the Table
of this House before the dissolution of
the last Parliament. Where was the oh-
jection. of the member for Northam?

Hon. J. Mitchell: Where?
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: T ask,

where? The lion. me mber made no ob-
jection. These regulations were laid up-
on the Table of both Houses. There was
not a voice raised, not a motion moved.
There can be plenty of motions when
other matters do not suit hion. members
opposite; bitt as to this there was no oh-
jcction whatsoever.

Hon. J. Mitchell: When were these re-
gulations laid on the Table?

The ATTORNEY G ENERAL: They
were signed onl the 26th August, 1914,
and by the law of the land they must be
laid onl the Table within 14 days of such
signature.

H1on. Frank Wilson: When did we
p)rorogue, thongh?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: We
prorog-ued after that.

Roin. Frank Wilson: Very shortly
after. That must have been the last day
of the session, pretty well.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: At all
events, these regulations were laid on the
Table and became law. I am informed
that Parliament prorogued on the 23rd
September, a month after the laying of
these papers onl the Table. Again, on the
8th September-a later date than the
signing of these regulations by His Ex-
cellency the Governor-

-Hon. Frank Wilson (without notice)
asked the Attorney General: Will the

Attorney General kindly explain the in-
structions which have been given to the
Electoral Department in respect to the
compilation of rolls for the forthcoming
State general elections? I see in the
Press a suggestion that the names on
the Federal rolls are to be transferred
liolus bolus to the State rolls. How is
it proposed to safeguard the transfer
of names to wrong electorates, seeing
that the boundaries of Federal electo-
rates and those oF State electorates are
not cotermninous and do not agree?

The Attorney General replied: I
cannot give now the full instructions
which were issued to each district elec-
toral registrar. Those instructions
were forwarded by the Chief Electoral
Registrar. The statement, however,
that names are to be taken over holes
bolus from the Federal rolls is abso-
lutely incorrect. What is being dune
in each part of the State is that our
State rolls are being compared with the
Commonwealth rolls. There will he a
preliminary sifting in the electoral
office to compare the clains with those
rolls and with all other sources of in-
fornation, and to delete front those
rolls, either the Commonwealth or the
State. names of persons known as not
qualified, as having lost, for any rea-
son -whatsoever, their claim to he onl our
roll I uI addition to the preliminary
sift in.- down locally in each particular
district, there is a still further sifting
process undertaken in the electoral
Office, With a Clear view Of getting on1
the roll each voter for any district
within the boundaries of that district,
buit having in] clear view the difference
hetween the boundary lines of the
Commonwealth electorates and' those
of the Slate electorates.

The Premier himself spoke on the ques-
lion, saing-

They (the voters) will have till next
Tuesday to put in a claim.

Thius, there was plenty of notice given
for everyone to put in a claim who
wanted to do so. The Premier con-
tinnued-

If they want to make doubly sure,
they call pint in a claim card. There

1619



1620 [ASSEMBLY.)

need be no duplication so far as the
State roll is concerned, because the
claim card is immediately placed in its
proper drawer, arnd if the claim is al-
ready in, no further action is taken.
However, so, far as the transfer from
the Commonwealth roil is concerned,
the State roil closes on Tuesday next,
and that does not prevent an adjust-
ment if it should be found, after the
closing of the roll, that a transfer
merely represents an error made by
the department. So that any person
who finds that he has been put on the
Wagin roil, for example, whereas he
should have been pat on the Narrogin
roll, has merely to draw attention to
the matter, when the proper transfer
will be made. We are doing every-
thing possible to have the State rolls
as complete as possible, with the means
at our co~mxnand. All I want the pub-
lic to understand is that the roll, so far
as the claim cards are concerned, closes
onl Tuesday night, and that those who
are not on the Federal roll should put
in a claim card. I may say, in addi-
tion, that the rolls are being made up
by the district registrars and sent to
the central office, but are available at
any time for inspection. We are not
doing anything of a secret nature. The
rolls are open to inspection, and any-
body can see what names are put on
and what inames are struck off up to
the 15th September.

I submit we could not have done more
than that. They knew fromn the very in-
ception that we intended to take this
course.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You had not
taken the census.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member knows that it was found
impossible to complete the census. The
lion. member agreed to that at the eon-
sultation at which I was present.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not agree
to anything.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He
himself has admitted it this evening that
lie gave certain advice and that that ad-
vice was that we should have compulsory

registration, and the bon. memuber now
says he did not aWee to anything. He
did agree to something.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not agree
to the abandonment of the census.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When
I look at the leader of the Opposition I
wonder whether I am at a show or in a
House of Parliament.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are at a
show, and you are the main actor.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Why
cannot the hon. member be fair? He
knows that we attempted to obtain comn-
pulsory registration.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You must accept
my statement that I did not agree to the
abandonment of the census.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hion. member absolutely did agree.

Hon. Frank Wilson: I did not agree.
The ATTOREY GENERAL: Well,

the hon. member must accept my state-
pIenL. The fact that he did agree is
shown by his own statement that be de-
sired to have a substitute for it, another
method. That other method was com-
pulsory enrolment, and we tried to meet
him.

Hon. Frank Wilson: You are all
wrong.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I my-
self brought down the measure for that
purpos&. That measure went through all
its stages in this Chamber, was sent to
another place and was so mutilated that
when it came back it could not be ac-
cepted. We attempted that method, hut
supposing that had not been done, and
supposing we had not done all that it was
possible to do, wherein is the objection
to the course we took after the explana-
tion of myself and the Premier, which I
have juLst read from Hansard. Every-
thing is allowed to go until the elections
are over and then all these charges arc
made. I want hion. members to recollect
that as soon as they came into this House
a charge was made of stuffing the rolls
and of corruption at the electionsi These
charges were made by the member for
Perth. This is what happened as the
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reult of anl investigation. The report
which I bare statesy-

It will be found that out of the 386
persons whose names were ruled off
by Mr. Connolly and who voted, 162
were found to be residing at the ad-
dresses for which their names were en-
rolled; 113 were found to he residing
at other addresses within the electorate,
and 71 were found to have removed
from the Perth electorate, but not ex-
ceeding the three months prior to the
election. Thus, 346 electors out of a
total of 386 have committed no irregu-
larity in recording their voles. Of the
balance, 40, it has been found that 20
voted illegally. Out of these 20 illegal
voters, 7 represented names transferred
from the Commonwealth roll and 13
represented electors enrolled by means
of claim cards in the ordinary way.
The file containing all particulars con-
cerning these persons was forwarded to
the Crown Law Department on the 21st
January for the necessary action.

What becomes of the hon. member's
charges when they are investigatedl They
absolutely disappear and I challenge the
Opposition to-night who are accusing Xne
of corrupt practices and of having
broken the law, that in proportion to the
voters legally voting there were fewer
irregularities at the last general elections
than there were at any preceding cc-
tions, I do not care which they take.

Hon' J. Mitchell: What has that to do
with it7

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It has
everything to do with it.

lon. Frank Wilson: Are not your rolls
in a bad state!I

Mr. Dolton: Are not the Opposition in
a had state?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: On the
12th January the electoral officer reported
to me and I wrote this minute--

The difficuties you had to contend
with at the late general election owing
to the shortness of time and the trials
imposed in carrying out the arrange-
inents agreed to in consultation with
Cabinet, are known and appreciated.
It is a matter for satisfaction that not-
withstanding the unnecessary names on

the rolls and the duplications, which
time was too short to remedy, there was
little if any abuse, and the Iaw wvas
adequate to prevent unscrupulous
voters taking advantage of the rolls in
the state you had to leave them owing
to the difficulties yoL mention.

Why do IIot hon. members be fair to usl
Had we not difficulties to encounter?
What are the facts? I had instructed
that a canvass should be taken. Thai
canvass was proceeding when the war
broke out. Had the war not occurred the
canvass would have been completed and
the session would have run its full length
of time. But as soon as the war broke
out the police who were canvassing for
us had to be taken away from that work.
The member for Perth said we could have
continued the canvass at a light expense,
and ho told the Committee to-night that
we gave it as our estimate that the whole
thing colid have been done for £3,000.
Surely the hon. member knew when he
was making that statement that he was
absolutely forgetting the answer to a ques.4
tion given in this House not very long
before the adlournment at Christmas.
When the question was asked what was
the estimate given by the Electoral office
for taking a canvass of the roll, the an;-
wer was £4,000.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: Why did yoiu say
here and onl the hustings, £7,000?

The ATTORffEY GENERAL: Why
has the lion, member to-night stated
£C3,000?

H~on. J. D. Connolly: .1 slated £3,000
or £4,000.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: No, the
hion, member said £3,000. Where did lie
get those figures?

Hon. J .D. Connolly: Why did you say
£7,000?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: B~e-
eaL~ee the conditions were changed. The
reason has been explained already and ini
his presence. It was stated that if we
were to go on with the canvass we would
have to employ special canvassers, seeing
that the services of the police could no
longer be availed of, and the cost would
therefore be something like £7,000.
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Ron. Frank Wilson: W~ell, what are
you going to do about it to rectify it?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: If the
bonl. member will wait I will tell him.
The police were taken from uts and a con-
sultation was held according- to the ad-
mission of thle leader of tile Opposition
himself.

Hon. Frank Wilson. You were never
at any consultation.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I wa.;
present in the Premier's room when the
matter was discussed.

Ron, Frank Wilson: You are aso-
Iutely in error.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I am
absolutely right, and 1 wonder that the
boil. member tan he so unfair and so un-
just and so personal.

Hon. Frank Wilson: On a personal ex-
planation, may I state that the Premier
mentioned to me at one of the confer-
ences. in connection with emergency legis-
lation that they might have to abandon
the electoral census on the score of ex-
pense. I said nothing one way or the
other, A subsequent conversation took
place over the telephone. I said, "What
do you propose to do"? The Premier re-
plied, "We wilt have to transfer the flames
fromi the Federal roll or add a clause to
thle amending Bill now before the Upper
House making enrolment compulsory."1 T
said, "I do not like tile idea of transfer-
ring the names holus bolus," and the Pre-
maier replied. "Neither do T1" I told the
Premier that I would ring him uip later
onl, and subsequently I informed him that
f favoured compulsory enrolment, and the
Premier replied that thle matter would be
discussed in Cabinet. That was all. There
was no conference with 'Ministers as to
the necessity for dropping the electoral
census.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
lion. member admits so much. He has
stated that there was and in my presence
s;ome talk.

Hon. Frank Wilson: There was not; it
was a remark.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Well,
tilen, a remark. These are the quibbles,
of the hon. member.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Be fair now.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
lion. member has no occasion to accuse me
of being unfair.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Yes, I have. You
are twisting the position.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hion. mnember returns to the attack wih
abuse. It aam fair, and it is absolutely
true that in my presence he spoke of
this matter with the Premier,

Hon. Frank 'Wilson: I dlid not; the
Premier spoke to me.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This is
just on a par with the statements thle
hion. member made the other night, when
he was bowled out. The bon. member
was spoken to in my p .resence, and this
was thle very subject. I will stake my
life on it.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Then you will
lose it.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Tile
Premier wvill support me ill this; and the
Premier would not lie, even to save my
skin.

The Premier: He admits himself we
discussed the matter. lHe did not com-
mit himself.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
lion, member knew what the proposal
was, yet hie muade no mention of it after-
wards, but allowed things to drift. The
C omruioilwealth rolls were mentioned, and
there was a subsequent conversation
through the telephone; yet no protest
was made until after the elections took
place. Having attempted to get another
place to pass a Bill enforcing comnpulsory
voting, and having failed in that, what
other resource wvas there for us9 As a
Government we had resolved to appeal
to the electors in the trying times
through -which we were passing. Wve
were justified in taking that course, in-
asmuch as unexampled events were
rapidly succeeding each other. It was a
time of trial and disaster, and the peo-
ple had thle right to say who should he
in Government at such a juncture. Ouir
time was pretty nearly tip, and we re-
solved to hasten events. We held a con-
sultation with the Chief Electoral 0111-
vr. That gentleman did not like the
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idea of transferring names from the
Commonwealth roll.

Hon. Frank Wilson: Neither did the
Premier.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Neither
did I, nor any member of the Govern-
ment or of Parliament. It was a matter,
not of desire, hut of compulsion. Some-
thing had to be done to perfect the roll,
in the short time available, and that ex-
pedient was practically the only one
open to uts. It was an imperfect scheme
but none other was available. The Chief
Electoral Officer did not favour the
course, bitt lie could not suggest a bet-
ter. None of us liked it, but there wvas
no other course open if the rolls were to
be ready in time for the elections. The
tes 't of the quality of the roll was that
no elector entitled to vote should know-
ingly be left off. Our object was to get
on ite roll all wvho wyere entitled to vote;
and if, in doing that, we wade duplica-
tions, we relied upon the law to keep
those per-sons whose names were dupli-
cated from voting twice. We took every
precaution. We sent placards to every
electoral district, informing the electors
how they were to exercise the franchise
within the law, and warning thenm
against abuse of the franchise. We could
do niothinig further. There is only one
question to answer, namely what are wye
going to do now? Ever since the elec-
tions the Electoral Department has been
busy every dlay in getting the rolls as
nearly perfect as possible. That work
is being proceeded with. Consideration
has been given, and will continue to be
griven, to the question of the amalgama-
tion of the Commonwvealth and State
rolls where possible. But no decision has
as yet been arrived at, and therefore T
am not able to speak with any certainty
upon that point. But this is certain: the
Government 'and the Electoral Depart-
muent will do everything in their powver
to have as pure and complete a roll as
human knowledge and effort can obtain.

Mr. ROBINSON: I desire to deny ab-
solutely the innuendoes and statements
made by the member for Geraldton
(IMr. fleitmann) about me in connection
with the Canning electorate. In the see-

ond place it seems to me a great deal of
unnecessary heat has been brought into
the discussion. Words have been, used
which T was sorry to hear used iii this
Chamber; statements have been made
about the last Parliament; examinations
have been instituted as to what took
plaee between Ministers and others, and
I think it is time attention was drawn
to the real business before the Commit-
tee. The discussion is as to wvhether the
electoral roll was properly compiled, and
what steps were taken bo put it in order.
We all agree that the roll was in a con-
fused state, containing many duplica-
tions and causing confusion in the elec-
torates. I admit that the placard pub-
lished by the Attorney General was the
best that could be done under the cir-
eumstances. We know that the roll was
badly compiled-probably through force
of circumstances. All that members de-
sire is that the roll shall be put right in
the speediest time possible. No member
has any wish to reflect on any of the
officers of the Electoral Department. If
every* lion, member would respond to the
circular sent out by the Chief Electoral
Officer, the wvork of purifying the rolls
would be greatly simplified. I have sent
that officer a list of duplications re-
ported to me in respect of my electorate,
a list of those reported as having left
the district, and another list of those
wrongly on the roll, If all hion. mem-
bers would do the same they would
greatly' facilitate the work of the depart-
ient.

The Premier: Too much must not be
accepted from a member, because he is
biassed.

Alr. ROBINSON: There is no room
for political bias in this. The Chief
Electoral Officer will inquire into each
name submitted; the lists furnished
simply point him to particular names.
The lists I sent were true and accurate
to the best of my belief, and I am sure
no0 hion. member would send in a list of
which he could not say the same. A great
deal of time has been wasted upon a
post-mortem examination of the acts of
the last Parliament. It is admitted that
the rolls are in a confused state, All that
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lion, members now desire is that a plain
statement be issued by the Attorney Gen-
eral to the Chief Electoral Officer, in-
structing him to set to work at once on
the rolls and get them ready for the next
election as speedily as may be. No one
wants anything else, and criticism should
end there.

The Attorney General: The work is
already in hand.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Section 31 of
the Electoral Act permits the Governor
to arrange witlh the Governor General
for the preparation, alteration, and re-
vision of the Assembly rolls. That is the
only section empowering the Government
to utilise the Commonwealth Tolls in any
way. Section 40 provides for means to
be inscribed from existing rolls. The Act
clearly refers to the existing rolls.

The Attorney General: The Solicitor
General says it does not. Are you pitting
your opinion against his?

Hon. J. ]MITCHELL: Sections 41
and 42 provide for the addition of new
names to the roll. The latter sectionA
stipulates that names shall be added by
application on claim cards. The Attorney
General said use had to be made of the
Federal rolls because there was too little
time to get the rolls in readiness other-
wise, but the Minister should have seen
that an earlier start was; made.

The Attorney General: It had been
going on for months.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: In my district
the canvass was stopped and the rolls
were not as complete as they would have
been if a few more pounds had been ex-
pended and a few days more work had
been done. The Attorney General has
therefore acted illegally.

The Attorney General: You ought to
be ashamed to make that statement after
I he declaration of the Solicitor General.

Vote put. and passed.
Vote-Land Title, £15,135-agreed

to.
Vote-Stiipendiary Magistrac'y,

E26,282:
1ir. HEITMANN : The Minister

might explain the practice to be adopted
in future in regard to promotions. A

good deal of dissatisfaction exists at pre-
sent.

The Attorney General: Wardens are
paid by the Mines Department.

Mr. HEITMANN: An intimation
should be given of the Government's in-
tentioins.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Those
already on the list of magistrates are
promoted under the ordinary rules of the
civil service by seniority, merit, length
of service, etc.

Mr. Male: How do outsiders get in
above them ?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
hon. member is alluding to the metro-
politan appointments.

Mr. Male: Yes.
The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The

Public Service Act provides that a quali-
fication for a magistrate shall be that of
a legal lpractitioiler.

Mr. Male: Were not there any in the
service?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,
we appointed two in preference to taking
others. Provision is made that clerks of
courts, on passing a legal examination,
shall be eligible for appointment to the
magistracy.

Mr. TAYLOR: Ia eases where there
is a warden for a district and a magis-
trate likewise, which is the major posi-
tion aud which departments make the re-
spective appointments I

Hon. M. F. TROY: I wish to direct
attention to the unfair position in which
magistrates who have served in the back-
blocks for many years are now placed.
The Mines Department pay their salaries
but they are magistrates, and as such are
servants of the Crown Law Department,
and they exercise the same powers as a
magistrate in the City. 'When vacancies
have occurred,' these magistrates, who
have lived for perhaps 20 or- 25 years in
the back country, have had little oppor-
tunity to make application, and no pos-
sibility of being appointed. This state
of affairs is entirely wrong.

The Premier: You want to amend the
Public Service Act.

Hon. 3f. F. TROT: I cannot accept
that excuse. While the Act provides that
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the qualification shall be that of a legal
practitioner, the Commissioner has never
given these men an opportunity to
qualify.

The Attorney Ceneral: That is not
correct.

Hon. Al. F. TROY: I understand no
provision is made for examinations, and
if that is so how can these men in the
back country, shut out from every op-
portunity, qualify. Many of them pos-
sess far better qualifications than legal
practitioners because they have what a
legal practitioner might not have-e-om-
mon sense and experience. Many of these
men have acted as wardens and magis-
trates for terms of six to 12 months and
have given complete satisfaction, and it
is unfair that they should be shut out
from the only opportunity before them
to secure promotion.

The Attorney General: Arc yon a--
luding to -wardens or clerks of courts9

Ron. Mt. F. TROY: To acting war-
dens, clerks of courts, and mining regis-
trars. *They are good all round mcii, be-
cause they act for every department and
the only opportunity they can be offered
for promotion is to be permitted to be-
come candidates for magisterial vacan-
cies.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: There
appears to be some misunderstanding on
this point. There has been no disparage-
ment of those who occupy the positions
of wardens or mining registrars. Some
of the best magistrates in the Crown
Law Department have been promoted
from these positions on the fields. Among
others I might mention those at Kal-
goorlie, Fremantle, Bunbury, and Nor-
thamn; in fact the majority of them have
been taken from these positions, and
there can be no accusation of unfairness
on that score. In regard to future ap-
lpointments, where the legal qualification
does not enter as it does in connection
with metropolitan vacancies, there will be
no question as to whether candidates
come from the Mlines Department or
directly from the Crown Law Depart-
ment. The only points that will be con-
sidered are ability, character and sen-
iority. In regard to positions which may

become vacafit in the future the only test
to be applied will be seniority and the
iiatural qualifications. As for the test in
law that has not yet been applied, an-i
some time must elapse before it can he.
Before that time we shall have to ap-
point magistrates, and in connection with
such appointments everyone in the ranks
whether attached to the Mines Depart-
ment or the Crown Law Department
may apply, and his application will.-le
judged on his merits.

Mr. Robinson : Can clerks of court
apply?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Un-
doubtedly; hut a clerk of court would
not have preference over some one who
had been for years a mining registrar or
a warden. Clerks of court did apply ini
connection with the recent appoivtment.
They applied for Kalgoorlie, and had
one of them been possessed of greater
experienice and greater qualifications
than Mr. Walters be would 'have been
appointed before Air. Waiters. That is
the only clement taken 'into considera-
tion in making such appointments.

Mr. MALE: The Attorney General has
apparently laid down the principle that
outside the metropolitan area appoint-
ments shall be mrade by seniority but
within the metropolitan area magistrates
will be appointed only front applica~ntS
who have legal knowledge, and that if
there be men in the service who have the
necessary legal knowledge they will. be
dealt wvithi tinder the public service regu-
lations. 'WIhen the recent appointments
were made there were some men in the
service, T know at least of one, who had
legal knowledge. I believe that the
gentleman to whom I refer made appli-
cation. but lie failed to receive the ap-
pointmenit which was given to an otit-
sider, a gentleman takeu from outside the
service altogether.

The Premier: To whom are you re-
ferring 9

Mr. MALE: To the resident magis-
trate at Broome, who was at one time
Crown Prosecutor in Perth. Undoubt-
edly lie must have the necessary legal
knowledge.
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The Attorney General: Was he not
sacked?

Mr. MALE: J do nlot know that he has
been sacked.

The Attorney General: Did he apply?
Mr, MALE: Yes; and he comes uinder

the publc service regulations. Surely
he was senior to a man from outside the
service. It seems to me that there are
ineonsistencies. Apparently seniority and
legal ability do not constitute all the
necessary qualifications.

The 1'remier- Will you tell uis why'
your Government shifted him up to
BroomeI

M~r. MALE: I have not the slightest
idea.

The Premrier: Then you should find
ant, you should get the facts of the
matter.

Vote put and passed.
Vote-State Hlotels cad Ins pection. of

Liquors, 437,177:
Item, Tourist Development, MAainten-

ance. etc., generally of Caves, 1tottnest,
etc.. including transport and wages of em-
ployees, also refund of excess payment,
E5,000:

Mr. ROBINSON: T should like the
Minister to give the House some informa-
lion on this item.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
expenditure represents what has been
done by the tourist bureaus. For iii-
stance, in preparation for the reception
of visitors at Rottnest-that of course
is closed just now-at the Caves and
other places of resort.

Hon, J1. D. CONNOLLY: Is it not
possible to do something in regard to
flottnest 9 To alter the arrangement
whereby it is reserved for use only as a
gaol. We have there one of the finest
reserves in Australia which has now been
closed for some time.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: t wish
other arrangements could be made. It
is a sourc~e of dissatisfaction to me that
Rottoest Island should be dlosed td the
general public. But it is a matter over
which we can exercise no jurisdiction;
the Commonwealth anthoritv orerrides
ours.

Hon". J. D). Connolly- But can you not
suggest?

The ATTORNEY OENIERAL: Repre-
sentations, bave been made in this
respevt, but while the island is used as
a place for the internment of the enemies
of the Empire the Coinmonwealth
authorities desire to have it reserved,

hion. J. 1). Connally: Have you with.
dIrawn your staffs?

The ATTORNEY GENKRltAL: The
only staffs, remaining on theb island are
those necessary to supply the resident
population. We have our lighthouse and
store staff and some few prisoners who
are doing work of a permanent charac-
ter. The military authorities do not
object to the presence of officials, only to
the general public.

Item, State Hotels-mainteuance, in-
cluding salaries and wages of maniagers,
staff; etc., £2,850:

Mr. 4t B. JIQHNSTON: 1. desire to
protest against the manner in which this
item is presented to the House. We can
get no information at all as to the
amount being voted as managers' salaries
iii this lump sum. When dealing with
the head office we are given details, but
when it comes to the managers of the
hotels we cannot say whether they are
being paid £200 or £1,000 a year. We
should know so that we may see if the
managers are being paid a salary
adequate to the responsihilities of the
positions they bold. There is another
matter, and many persons in this State
desire to have information on this point.
It is as, to the basis upon which mauagers
of State hotels are promoted. Person
ally I hope that increases are not given
to managers on the basis of rewarding
the manager who sells the most liquor;
rather would T see promotion given to
the manager known to have the least
drunkenness about his premises, and
about whom the least complaint is
made. Reference was made the other
night to a complaint which was received
by some members with derision, but which
I consider to be a serious one, that a
person desiring non-alcoholic beverages
at a State hotel could not obtain them.
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,%Y limited observation leads me to the
opinion that the State hotels are well
conducted, but I am sorry that the Gov-
ernment appears to have adopted the
practice of establishing the public bar in
the most prominent portion of all their
State hotels.

Mr. O'LOOHLEN: I trust the Gov-
erment wvill niot follow the suggestion of
paying a bonus to managers selling the
least q uantity of alcoholic liquors

The Premier: The manager in your dis-
trict would niot have much chance of pro-
imotion uinder those conditions.

MNr. OLOU-HLEN: The State hotel in
my dlistrict has shown a profit of several
thousands of pounds, and I believe that
if it were put in the market to-morrow
it would find a buyer at £10,000. Had
it niot been for the present Government
stepping in and establishing that hotel,
some private individual wrould very likely
by now have made a fortune and be en-
joying it somewhere on the Continent.
Conpbiuit has been made that it is not
possible froms these Estimates to ascer-
tain whether the managers are being paid
on a uniform basis. An hotel in one dis-
trict mnight show big lprofits owing to its,
favoturable location, while another, equally
wvell conduct4ed, might hardly pay ex-
penses. Regarding those hotels -which are
showing a proft I believe it is only neces-
sary for the Minister to issue certain in-
structions and the profits would he
doubled. At the hotel in the distroict I
come from, when the train comes in on a
Saturdlay bearing football passengers no
less than 150 bottles of liquor can be sold
mid taken hack. The sale of drink in
State hotels is discouraged to a very great
extent. If the Government are desirous
of getling more profits., they only need
issue instructions to the general manager
to have this brought about. The Stalr-
hotels are showing a profit and have car-
ried other non-paying services as well. It
is; about timie we cried a halt and allowed
thre State hotel profits to stand by them-
selves and that we saw the Tourist Die-
parrnent also providing sufficient to show
a profit. Another point I wish the 'Minis-
ter to explain is under the beadling of

aes. I want to know the differ-

ence in the salary received by the general
manager from that which he wa., receiving
as an accountant in the Nii-es Depart-
mient prior to his accepting !he appoint-
ment. His newv position carries a fair
antoiut of responsibility and expense. I
do not think it pays the State Just no(w
to have the general maniager travellinz all
over the country from one State botel.
to another. He should rathPer b. locatedl
in his office in Perth. 1f lhe is gIoing to
be kept travelling about the salariy hie is
reeivng is niot suftficient. So Yor as zhe
salaries of the other managers are con-
cerned 1 take it they are beingl adequately
paid or they wvould not he ini their pi-
tions.

MrT. JAMES GARDINERI: As a
memuber of the Government which estab-
lished the first State hotel in Western
Australia. I have something to say.
W'herever f go into these State hotels, I

see large photographs of the members of
the Ministry who introduced State hotels.
They have in one hotel Sir Walter
James admonishing a boy for smnoking
cigarettes; they have the late Air. J. M.
Hopkins putting OLut one of the babies
'w.ho would come in for a drink at the
bar; Sir Hector Rason is shown pulling
beer behind the bar; on the other hand I
am shown running a Mfurrembidgee
school. 1 am niot going to commence anr
action for libel against the State hotels,
but f think it will be a fair thing for the
Mlinister controlling the department to
see that each Minister who was shown
there received a copy ofi the advertise-
ment for himself.

The Premier: WAe have already passed
that uinder the item of incidentals.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: The ob-
ject of the Government that started
State hotels was that men should hiave
g"ood liquor.

The 'Minister for Works: IEs any of
it good ?

Mr. JAUES. GARDIN ER: That men
should not he encouraged to drink, and
that a man could go into a hotel and be,
able to sit down and feel that there -was
not the slightest necessity for him to
spend his money. Whether this is the
object of the lpresent Government or not
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I (10 not know, neither do 1 know
whether their object is to make these
botchs pay. I do think, however, that
those hotels which are conducted by the
State should. set anl example to other
hotels, 1 do think that the State hotels
are welt conducted. Indeed, no hotel
in Australia is better conducted than is
the Owalia State hotel. I want to see
these hotels pay sufficient to give them
a reasdujable profit, but I want the stand-
ard kept Up all the time. I had an ax-
perience at Owalia one pay night. I sat
in tile hotel and heard the manager say
to this mil and that manl that he could
not have any more drink. I think that
was a fine standard to set. If we are
going to have State hotels, let us have
them of the highest possible efficiency
and management, and] let us see that they
are conducted in such a way-as I be-
lieve they' are-that they are a credit to
the State.

The Premier: We put on the prohi-
bited list those who drink too much.

12r. JAIMES GARINER: With re-
gard to Yallingup, I may say that we had
to employ a guide to find us thle bar down
there as well as to show, us over the caves.
It is quite right to ask how the managers
arc paid and upon what principle they
are p)aid, and whether they get the same
salary irrespective of the trade they do,
which I do not think would be a fair
thing becaus~e there may he many places
calling for extra ability. These hotels
should be conducted so that there is not
the slightest slur attachable to the State.
W\e did not start the Gwalia hotel in
order to wake more than anl ordinary
profit. We wanted to see the law of the
land observed so far as State hotels; were
concerned. We wanted to see them closed
punctually at their time, to have no
Sunday trading, and that everything suip-
plied was of the best.

Thle ATTORNEY GENERAL: This
ms precise lte obiject of the Govern-
ment. Witini thle present week T have
given authority for the sending out of
cirenlars to every manager informing
himn that he runs a risk of instant dis-
missal if lie serves alcoholic liquor to a
drunken man, or if he serves after the

hours set out by law, or on a Sunday un-
less to a man who is a bona fide lodger or
traveller. I am not sure that the circu-
tars, have actually been posted. It is a
determination onl the part of every mem-
ber of the Government that not only
shall the State hotels observe all the
licensing laws of the land in this re-
spect, but that in them there shall he
sold to customers the very best of that
bad thing called alcohol. I am placed in
the position where I have to administer
the law relating to State hotels. Although
I do not believe in hotels at all, 1 am de-
termined to see, whilst I am here, that
the liquor sold shall be the least deleter-
ions from the point of view of human
consumption, that there shall not he sold
one glass of intoxicant to a drunken man,
and that there shall be nothing sold after
hours. The hon, member for Williams-
N~arrogin seemed to imply that the Gov-
ernment were running State hotels as a

sl~eulaivebusiness.
Mr. E. B. Johnston: Not at all, I

said that the State hotels were the best
conducted hotels I had ever been in.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I
thiooght it was said that the State might
be paying bigger salaries to the men who
made the most profits out of the sale of
ilitoxicanits.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: I said I hoped]
that wvas not so.

Tile ATTORNEY GE NERAL: The
Estimates; are silent upon that point and
upon the salary whbich each individual
mnanager is receiving. The managers
are receiving from £E200 to £-400 a year.
Newcomers start at thle bottomo of the
ladder and they can work uip to a higher
salary hy the respect they create for
themselves on the part of the public.

The Premier: Managers also get hour,-
ing- accommodation and other privileges.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: In ad-
dition to the salary the manager gets
accommodation, housing, and feeding and
home comforts for himself, wife, and
family.

Mr. Smith: They may be getting a big-
ger satary than the general manager in
that case.
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The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
general manager is getting a salary of
£48 a year, whicli is the minimum
amonnt.

Mr, Smith; Some managers are get-
ting £400 a year and their keep.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Four
huindred a year and all found.

The Premier: They are not uinder the
Public Service Act and are not perma-
nient.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The
manager is classified by the Commissioner
and is on the minimum at the present
time- The managers are chosen by the
Minister. If they do their duty well the
salary is not too much. I can assure the
lioin. memhe'r for Williams-Narrogin that
the man who is making profit for the
country at the expense of furthering and
pushing drink upon customers, and de-
riving merit by selling- to those who are
intoxicated or uinder the influence Of
drink, -will get instant dismissal instead
of a reward.

'Mr. ALLEN: Although not an advocate
of State owned hotels, I am nevertheless
pleased to hear that these hotels are so
successfully managed. I think the time
has arrived when the Government should
take stringent measures to enforce the
law in regard to privately owned hotels.
Some of the scenes we have witnessed
in our City, especially at the time when
some of our troops have been about, do
inot reflect any credit upon us.

The CHAIRMA-N: The hon, member
should he dealing with item 17.

Mr. ALLEN: 1 merely want to em-
phasise the fact that the Government
should enforce the law of the land in
order to bring about a hetter management
of hotels in the city of Perth.

The CHAIRMAN: If the lion. member
n-ants to deal further with that he can
do so under the Police Vote-

Vote pitt and passed.
This completed the Estimates of the

Attorney General's department.
Education Department (Ron. T. WVal-

ker, Minister).
Vote-E ducation, E326,905:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION
(Hon. T. Walker-Kanowna) [9.0]:.
At this late hour hon. members, I ex-
pect, will hardly desire from ine a
lengthy speech on the subject of educa-
tion. It is a matter in which I do take
a deep interest-I will admit that im-
peachment-hut the hoar is late, as I
have said, and the Committee will be de-
sirous of getting on to the items. Per-
haps I need only remind hon. members
who have at another portion of this ses-
sion complained of lack of school accom-
modation, that theg Education Vote is
growing very vastly. Indeed, so rapid
,has been its growth that even the West
Australian has seen fit to draw attention
to that point, and to blame the Govern-
ment for the increase, A leading article
published in the W~est Australian of the
5th February last says--

Education is another department in
which expenditure has grown by leaps
and bounds, and an analysis of the
administration gives some striking and
un satisfactory results. The aggregate
expenditure under the Education VTote
was £276,555 In 1012-13-no later de-
partmental report is available. In
1910 it was £,183,698. This is an enor-
mous increase of a shade yuore than
50 per cent, in three yenrs. It is in-
terestinig to discover other features of
the departmental report. The number
of teachers of all grades was 1,012 in
1909-10. An average of 26 pupils
attended the schools. Salaries, allow-
ances, etcetera, amounted to £142,430,
and administration cost £10,965. In
:1012413 the teachers numbered 1,345,
the pupils 34,499, salary expenditure
was £207,317, the cost of adnainistra-
tion was £16,836. It may be repeated
that the gross expenditure grew in the
period uinder review by more than 50
per cent. Other features show the fob-
lowing aggregate increases -.-Teachers
30 per cent., attendance 28 per cent.,
salaries, etc., 45.5 per cent., admin is-
tration 50 per cent. These results have
been accomplished although the num-
ber of half-time schools has been de-
creased. The percentages do not ob-
serv-e the unities. We may make every
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allowanice for necessary upward re-
vision of salaries, but when this is done
it is clear that the Education Depart-
ment is not giving value for money.

That is one article.
Thle Minister for Works: You surely

do not take any notice of that I
The 'MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:

i do, because it is sent out to the general
public, and crates a widespread impres-
sion that the Government are absolutely
extravagant and careless and reckless in
their administration.

[,1r. MeD awall took the Chair.]
M1r. Green: And does this come from

a newspaper whose owner is Chancellor
of Ihe University?

The MLINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
It does; and there is another article, coya-
plaining of the increase in the cost of
education. I wish to answer those ar-
iiclcs, if I may be permitted to do so,
and that, too, in the language of the Di-
rector of Education, to whom £: sub-
mitted the West Australian's criticisms.
Mr. Cecil Andrews writes-

The great rise in expenditure on pri-
mary education in the last few years
is not confined to Western Australia.
It has been going on in every State of
tile Commonwealth, but is less marked
here than any where else. Western
Australia was much miore liberal in this
direction some years ago, with the re-
suit that we have a constant supply of
teachiers applying for admission heme
from the other States. The conditions
in the other States have now improved
so much that this supply has practic-
ally ceased. 31r. Knibhs, in his latest
Year Book, gives comparative figures
of the cost per head on average atten-
dance in all the States. This, of
course, is quite irrespective of any in-
crease in the numbers, and is simply
the average amount expended on each
scholar in average attendance. Be-
tween 19101 and 1012, the percentage
increases were as follows:-New South
Wales 87 ', Tasmania 611 , South
Australia 531/, Queensland 40, Vic-
toria 2S, Western Australia 2.3. The
amount for the whole Commonwealth
taken together incbreased by 55 per
cent. If the last four years for which

figures are available be taken, namely,
1908 to 1912, the percentage increases
are as follows :-New South Wales 25,
South Australia 20, Tasmania 171/,
Victoria 16j, Queensland 14 ,'2
Western Australia 3. It would appear,
therefore, that between 1901 and 1912
all the other States were increasing
their educational facilities in the pri-
]nary schools very much more rapidly
than we were. It is obviously not in
the interests of the State that we
should be left hopelessly in the
rear ini this direction. Taking the last
four years-i 909 to 1913-for which
figures are available, I find that our
nuimber of pupils in the primary
schools increased by 38 per cent., our
total ex~penditure increased by 651
per tent., and oar expenditure on ad-
ministration by 473/t pber cent. I have
corresponding figuires available from
New South Wales, which are as fol-
lows: increase of pupils -13 per cent.,
increase of expenditure 53 per cent.,
increase of expenditure on administra-
tion 421/1 per cent. That is to say,
our increase in pupils was three times as
great as theirs; our increase in ex-
penditure was about 20 per cent.
more than theirs; and our in-
crease in administration only some .13
per cent. more. I would point out,
however, that a comparison drawn be-
tween the increase of pupils in the pri-
mary schools, and the amount for
total or administrative expenditure of
the department, is an absolutely unfair
one, find is made on a thoroughly il-
logical basis. It is apparently con-
sidered that the scope of the Educa-
tion Department begins and ends with
thle primary schools. This view, which
has persisted in Australia longer, pro-
bably, than in any other part of the
world, has largely disappeared in the
last few years. The statement that th~e
number of children in the primary
schools has; increased by 38 per cent.,
takes no notice whatever of the great
increases that have been going on in
other directions. For instance, in the
same period-1909 to 1913-the num-
ber of children in the secondary schools
increased by nearly 500 per cent.; the
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number of pupils in the continuation

and technical classes together by pmore
than 150 per cent.; the number of stui-
dents in the training college by 40 per
cent.; the number of teachers sitting
for examinations increased by over 50
per cent.; and the number of candidates
sitting for bursaries and scholarships
increased by over 350 per cent. In
addition to all the increased work in
all these branches, the linking up of
the various spheres of work in the de-
partmnent necessitates a great amount
of administrative work. The primary
schools, central schools, continuation
classes, secondary schools, training col-
lege, technical schools, and the univer-
sity, are all inter-related. A compar-
ison based purely on the primary
school fig-ures is, therefore, quite
valueless, Taking the total expens-
diture of the department for the
last financial year, I find that over
80 per cent. of the whole amount
was expended upon salaries for the
stalffs of the various schools. Rather
more than two per cent, is given in
scholarships and exhibitions. The
rem ai nder-between 17 and 16 per
cent.--covers the whole cost of furni-
ture, apparatus, material1, aid stock of
all kinds, for the schools, in addition
to the whole cost of administratiou and
inspection, and all such miscellaneous
items as the hoard of the students of
the training college and grants for
driving children to school. It will be
seen, therefore, that any attempt to re-
duce the expenditure of the depart-
ment, or to show, as the article in the
lVest Australian stated, that the de-
partment is not giving value for the
.money expended, really reduces itself
almost entirely to the matter of the
teachers' pay, or to increasing the size
of the classes and so reducing the numn-
ber of teachers. I do not think that
any one who examined the facts will
seriously assert that either of these is
desirable. In spite of the increases
which have been given, tlie averag e sal-
ary for all adult teachers in primary
schools in 1913-the last year for
which figures are available-was £156.

This figure, which includes the highest
teachers in the service as well as the
lowest, as you wilt see, exactly equals
10s. a day. It is true that in the case
of head teac-hers, the value of the posi-
tion is increased by the supply of
qu~arters or by an allowance in lien
t hereof; but even when this addition is
made it cannot be said that the sen-ice
is an overpaid one. As regards the size
of the classes, the department is still
obliged, for financial reasons, to make
a teacher in a large school responsible
for an average number of 50 child-ren.
N maniny parts of the world a class in
charge of a single teacher is not allowedl
to be hig-her than 40.

I. have qutoted at this length because the
piinUte is a complete answer from the
gentleman at the head of the adminis-
tratii-e branch of the Education Depart-
ment. It is true that our educational
cost is perpetually increasing. Year by
year we are asking for increases; and at
times like these it is almost with~
hesitancy that one presents to the
Committee Estimates such as we
have before us to-night. We have
an increment of nearly £22,000 for
this year, and that increment of
£22,000 has to go chiefly in providing
new schools and new teachers. When I
speak of new schools I do not jnean new
buildings. I may tell hon. members that
my Estimates do not shorw the whole cost
of education. The Minister for Works in
another aspect deals with the same sub-
ject, because the money requisite for
building new schools comes through his
department. All the costs of the Ednca-
tion Department arc purely those relat-
ing to the paypent of the teachers,
the furnishing of schools, and ad-
ministration. And, I want hon. members
to recollect that although we are acecused
of extravagance, yet, as the Director of
Education has pointed out, 80 per cent.
of this money goes towards the payment
of teachers' salaries. Again, if we
lump together all the teachers from the
highest paid to the last one entering the
service, and therefore paid at the lowest
rate, the salaries average only £156 per
year. Why. the ordinary worker-and I
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am not, of course, disparaging the or-
dinary worker-in many trades receives
his INs. per day; and yet that is all we
pay to those 'who have undergone a train-
ing that fits them to take charge of
young minds and develop those minds
not only with respect to memory
but also as regards character. Our
average payment to teachers is £156
per annum. It is true that we
have made certain increases. The
present Government, on coming into
office, resolved' that no teachers should
be paid a paltry £60, £70, £80, or £0
per annum, as we found in vogue. We
resolved that no teacher should come in,
even upon supply, at a lesser salary than
£110 a year. That increase meant an ad-
dition of expenditure to the Estimates of
£C25,000 per annum; and, further, we
have in every possible way helped
teachers conmencing on the bottom
rung to make advancement and to get
to higher classifications. Naturally, each
ascent on the ladder of efficiency means
increased pay. But, with all these in-
creases put together, we are still paying
our teachers less than they ought to he
paid, less than I should like to pay them.
However, I am conscious, as every mem-
ber of this Committee must be conscious,
that we have only a certain portion of
the total funds of the State available for
educaional purposes. Education can
have only a fair share of the revenue,
and therefore the Government cannot do
all they would wish. However, I want
to say that there is no State in the
world has gone to further lengths than
we have gone in making provision for
the education of the youths of the State.
The hon. member representing Katen-
fling (Mr. Thomson), which extends over
a very wide area, recently reminded the
House that in his district there were
children who, by reason of distancecould
not attend school. And yet upon these
Estimates a sum of no less than £7,000
is provided for the purpose of conveying
to school, children whose distance there-
from in point of residence is too great
to allow of their walking. There are
places where the number of children is
limited, and we have here half-time

schools, and we make a travelling and a
forage allowance for the teacher who
travels to and from that school. In
places where that cannot be done, we
have assistance granted to those who
wish to have their little family and the
neighbouring family educated. There
are children who cost about £4 per an-
num to educate, and when the bon. mem-
ber said the other night that the same
privilege is demanded for the children
in the country as is ranted to children
in town, I want to tell him that the
test is very strikingly in favour of those
in the country, that it costs us more to
educato the child in the country than it
does to educate the child in the metro-
polis, although we are not giving those
in the country all we would wish to do.
Yet we are spending three times the
amount of money over each child in the
country that is being spent on each child
in the metropolitan area. We cannot
go much further than that with the
funds at our disposal. When we were
children there were no such thing as the
general education which we enjoy now.

Mr. Griffiths: The contrast between
the education afforded the child in the
country and the child in town is very
marked.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I admit we cannot build a university or
a Secondary school near every farmhouse
nor can we build a modern school in the
baokblocks.

Mr. Griffiths: But you can allow a
country teacher more than 15s. a week
for board.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
We make them a forage allowance as
well, and it is a matter of private ar-
rangement between the teachers and
those with whom they board as to what
they pay. Has it come to this that the
people in the country are now anxious to
have payable boarding houses at the ex-
pense of the Education Department? If
these people get a teacher to board with
them are they not satisfied? In our
youth we did not find the conveniences
which exist to-day in the backhlocks. Now
education is taken to the remotest part of
the State, and my only regret is that we
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cannot keep pace with the progress of
the settlement that is going onl. Every
year brings an addition of 3,000 children
into the ranks af the schools, and this
means additional teachers, additional ac-
commodation, additional furniture, addi-
tional class rooms, and additional expense
in every possible direction. Our revenue
is not increasing in the same proportion.
We are making enormous sacrifices to
meet the demands of education as they
exist now. Be the children of the farmers
ever so incommoded as to school accom-
modation, or as to the ability of the tea-
cher,' if those children attend well to their
lessons and display zeal in their work,
there are scholarships open to them andi
the secondary schools are open to receive
them, and they can pass from those to
the university without fees, and more-
over, they are aided monetarily to do
this, That is something hon. members
should he- proud of, instead of saying
that we are not doing enough.

Mr. Griffiths: I did not say that you
were not doing enough.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION:
I took that as the inference. Everyone
will admit that wonders have been done
with the view of giving a solid education
to every child growing up amongst us.
We not only have primary school;, where,
between the ages of six and fourteen,
children can get well drilled, lint from
that we prepare the door through which
they can enter on a further career Lo
wake them become, not only -well discip-
lined citizens of the State, but to equip
them with the ability to earn a livelihood
in accordance with their talents. If the
parents are too poor to keep children in
the central schools for a year or two, and
so prepare to enter the secondary schools,
then if the child is earning a livelihood
in the day time, we have our night classes,
our continuation classes, and I know very
few things which have become more pop-
ular inl recent years than the continuation
classes. They have swollen enormously,
and my only regret is that we cannot ex-
tend them further. There the child can
prepare himself or herself to enter the
technical school, and through the techni-
cal school, the university, all things Con-

verging to the highest temple of learning
in our midst. We have also training
schools for the teachers themselves. There
we train our young in the art of teaching
and there we lit them to take charge of
the youthful minds committed to their
care. This is a matter to be exceedingly
proud of. We leave no stone unturned.
All our ways lead upward to the univer-
sity, which we have recently establiihbed,
and we have put no obstacle at alt in the
way of a child, be that child of the poor-
est parents in our *midst, to reach that
goal. We have abolished all fees. What
other nation has gone so far in the same
direction? We have abolished all fees
from the primary school right up to the
taking of a degree and passing with hon-
ours through the highest seat of learning-
the State possesses. We will always find
those who will sneer or take exception
to what we are doing, but I say there is
no organisation in the world that has
shaped more towards the spirit of the
times than our edncational establish-
ment. Let me give an illustration
of what is now being done. The inspcc-
tors meet regularly with the representa-
tives of the Teachers' Association, and
they talk over what they think are griev-
ance;, or what would he well to improve
the method of education, or what should
he taught, or the form a particular teach-
ing should take. They discuss everything
relating to teaching, and to the proper
management and conduct of the schools.
What other institutions in the wvorld are
as liberal as that? Teachers, representa-
tives and inspectors meet together, and
the spirit of fair play is absolutely in
the heart of our educational institution.
Formerly, inspectors allotted to one of
themselves the part of waking promo-
tions, that is to say, one inspector was
able to say that one man was to go to
this point and another man was to go
somewhere else. Now we have a well
defined rule fixed after long discussion
and deep consideration, as to what shall
be given in the way of marks and in the
way of promotion and what shell consti-
tute merit and efficiency, and any essential
necessary to lifting a man a step higher.
There is a board appointed for that pur-
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pose, where the judgments of one may be
corrected, if found to be in error, or
where they may be strengthened by the
consensus of views taken by the others.
And for the children the same spirit of
fair play exists. The question was asked
here the other night in regard to quali-
fying certificates given to some children,
and as to whether these examinations
were uniformly conducted. Tfhere we
have made a change which I think is won-
derful, considering how conservative the
educational systems generally are. When
in 1911 the Government took olliee, it
was the custom to send a. comamon exam-
ination paper to every part of thie State
on a given date, and a child had to sit
down and answer the questions, 110 matter
,what the circumstances of the tune might
be. The child stood or fell upon the work
of that day, and upon that paper which
was common to all. Now it is resolved
that the headmaster shall come in, that
we shall take into consideration the child's
general qualities and knowledge, as ascer-
tained by the master in the course of
teaching, and that there shall not he one
set form of examination all over the
State, hut that the standard of the school
shall be taken into consideration, and if,
when the inspector submits his test, the
headmaster thinks that some have been
left out who should have passed the
examination, that is, those who mnay
have previously failed through ner-
vousness, or some other untoward
accident, they shall be given another
chance. Oar object is to push the
children along, though not to fill and cram
knowledge into them, but to enable know-
ledge to he absorbed by the exercise of
the faculties and the qualities withi which
they arc endowed. I could keep the Com-
mittee practically all night xvith accounts
of what has been done and what it is
still proposed to do in the direction of
improving our educational facilities, hut
I take it that it requires nothing fromn
me to impress on the Committee the neces-
sity %ir the vote. No bon. member will
say we are spending one penny too much,
because we are investing it in the future,
we are preparing to rear) the -wealth of
the days to come by the enlargement and.

fart ilisation of the winds and the hearts
of the young people of this country.

Mr. GRIFFITHS (York) [9.31]: 1
hope the Minister will take the remarks
I have to make as being offered in the
kindliest spirit. My views may, per-
haps, put some of the matters treated by

lie Minister in a somewhat different
light. The newspaper article the Minister
referred to contained a rather trenchant
criticism in which it was stated that
whilst the employees of the Railway De-
partmnent were to be commended for the
goof) work done, the Edueation Depart-
met was not giving value for the money
expended. This calls for more than pass-
ing reference, and it would appear that
there is something behind that criticism.
it may be that the department, for so
long basking in the sunshine of adula-
tion, requires the acid of criticism to
restore it to a commonsense balance. The
Minister probably knows that there has
been an uneasy feeling ini reipeet to the
department, that funds have been ex-
pended ill a lavish and somewhat waste-
ful manner. Let us see if this is correct.
The item "Printing, travelling and
postal," representing £120 a week, seems
rather exceptional. This is for inspectors
dealing with 567 schools, and it would
bp interesting if we could learn from the
Minister the exact proportion claimed by
each of those inspectors. I am confident
that there is too muchi correspondence in
the departnient. The Education Circular
has increased in bulk to three or four
times its size of four years ago. There
is altogether too much scissors and paste
Lised in the compilation of what is purely
an otfisil doctunent. Again, the cost
of conducting teachers' examinations
amounted in 1010 to £183, whereas in
1913 it was found to have risen to £470.
Many hoped that the 'University would
have undertaken the examination of
those teachers, and so released inspectors
for other work. Surely it is not too much
to exp~ect that those University profes-
sors, whose classes are by ijo means
strong numerically, would he able to do
this work, particular] ' seeing that the
University is financed by the State. The
travelling expenses of teachers last year
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reached the relatively huge sum of
£C9.467 1s, lid. Some of the transfers
and new appointments are necessary, hut
making all allowances it is certain that
a lot of them are unnecessary and can
have only a bad effect. It is common
talk that a lot of the transfers are due
to the whims and vagaries of inspectors.
When we find that 159 head teachers iid
208 assistant teacher, are transferred at
one tell swoop at a cost of nearly £2,000,
we realise that it is time some check
was put upon this unnecessary expendi-
hire. If the system adopted necessi-
tates so far-reaching an annual adjust-
ment, the Minister should charge his
advisory officers to effect some change in
that system. Then there is the question
of adv-isorv teachers. The 'Minister is
aware of the dissatisfaction that arose on
the appointment of the advisory teachers,
and he probably needs no reminder that*
this term was arioptea to defeat the
Public Service Commissioner, who ob-
jected to the appointment of assistant
inspectors. The Minister's advisory offi-
cers succeeded in having the appoint-
mnents made, and so defeated the Public
Service Commissioner by the use of
the term "advisory teacher."

The Minister for Education: Who~ in-
formed you of that?9

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I have it on very
reliable information.

The M1inister for Education : It is
wrong, all the same.

Mr, GRIFFITHS: I think 1 can prove
it.

The Minister for Education: You can-
not.

Mr. GRITTiTHS : Three advisory
teachers are misnamed. They relieve the
inspectors of a great deal of drudgery
and are sent to visit remote schools. In
my opinion the inspectors should he com-
pelled to undertake this work, and these
men be sent back into the schools. It
would save a clear £1.000 a year without
loss of efficiency. This new Montessori
system originated in the Ghetto quarter
of Rome. In many parts of the world
it ha -s been successful, as for instance, in
the slum quarters of Rome. But I think
it is not applicable to our bright chil-

dren. The attitude of the department
towards it is one of suspended judgment,
while £280 has been paid to an expert
to experiment with it. Any disinterested
laceher could decide in a month whether
or not the system is of value, but the
department, not having yet made lip its
mind, is going serenely on with it.

Mr. Hfeitmann: What underlies tht
system?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: It is really applied
to children of dull intellect.

The Mlinister for Education. Not
niecessarily.

Mr. GJRIFFITES: It is- a system of
go-as-you-please. However, we will not
arguei a bout it. On the subject of techni-
cal education the director's latest report
is ever recuirrent int its admission that
the usiiainvation c-lasses and the Univer-
sity are over-lapping in many instances.
I think that requires investigation. Hera
is ft paragraph from the report-

The day and evening classes in wood-
carving and art needlework have at-
tracted a number of students who have
taken onl the work as an accomplish-
ment which will enable them to
ijeautiey their homes.

Anid again-
The senior wood -working classes,
attended chiefly by professional men,
have continued to be very popular.

Is it for classes such as these that our
educational vote has gone up 20 per cent.
in three years while ordinary State
schools have been pinched 9 When the
report admits iUseless Classes it is time
that a searching inquiry was made into
tht expenditure of £16,430 on technical
education. The work of the Modern
School might also he gone into, and the
cost of £5,934 or approximately £20 per
child lier annum reduced without seri-
ously impairing the efficiency. The
Training College is an expensive neces-
M.tV.

The Minister for Education: I am
glad you admit it is a necessity.

M.Ir. GRIFFITHS: Some of these
things are not. In regard to the college
I think reforms could be introduced. I
do not wish to appear iconoclastic, but
we are not getting value for the £5,359
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expended, in addition to which the £1,291
represented in the cost of training
teac-hers from country schools is too great
an expenditure for the benefits received.
Figures supplied by the Minister the other
day showed that of a total of 136 female
students barely 50 per cent, remain in the
service after three years. It is only nat-
ural that this should be so, and we do
not want our Training College turned into
a nunnery. At the same t ime the girls
trained there are of a greater value as
the potential mothers of our race than as
teachers in country schools. We are not
justified in giving a two years' course to
these girls, many of whom are utilised
merely as class teaehers. The male and
the female teachers go through the same
two years' course, the cost of which runs
out at approximately £150 per annum.
The male teachers are, of course, pros-
pective head masters, but as there are
only two exclusively girls' schools in the
State there is not much scope for
the girl teachers. A girl who is going
to be in the department as a teacher in a
country school for a year or two, and
will then go off and get married, should
not be loaded with a lot of useless cargo.

The M1inister for Education: None of
it is useless.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Ts it required for
the brief time they are in the service?

The Minister for Education: She
makes a better wife for being a better
1eacher.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: There are 136
female teachers. Mul1tiply that by 300
and we get a total cost of £40,000. If
we gave these girls only one year's
course we would have a saving of £20,000!
Regulation 114 provides for the payment
of £2 per year to the teacher as a clean-
allowances?

The Minister for Education: Do you
know it costs £10,000 a year for cleaning
allowances?

Mr. GRIFEFITHS: The following are
the duties laid down under that regula-
tion-

(a) To have the premises including
outhouses swept and dusted daily, and
washed with sufficient frequency to

keep them thoroughly clean. (h) to
find soap for the lavatory, and provide
for the washing of the towels. (c) to
have fires laid and lighted as necessary
from May 1 to October 1. (d) To ac-
cept responsibility for the safe cus-
tody of buildings and furniture, fasten
the premises each night, clean drains,
tanks, taps and gutters, discover cul-
prits whomay break windows and com-
pel parents to act as underwriters for
an ordinary departmental risk. (e)
Effect minor repairs to school quart-
ers. (f) Arrange for a proper sani-
tary service.

Aind 10d. aL week is the departmental as-
sessment as a fair return for this work.

The Minister for Education: There is
nothing at all in that argument.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: If a teacher should
be lucky enough to have residing in his
district some poor half-witted lucre-
scorning swain whom he can transform
into a servant of the Crown at the cost
of 2d. per school day or one and three-
sevenths pence per living day he is in
the proud position of dispensing cheap
honours without a loss of dear dignity,
but supposing-and it is neither a wild
nor extravagant supposition-he, through
no fault of his own fails to unearth one
of these not too numerous specimens of
the human race, then he may, if suffi-
ciently tactful, get the sanitation done
Squeers-like by the boys, or in much the
same way as Tom Sawyer got his aunt's
fence painted, or by any other method
local prejudices may allow, and the more
domestic department might fall to the
lot of the girls if he cares to place
himself in the position of a humble re-
cipient of favours. If of an independ-
ent or acquisitive cast, he can do the
whole of the work himself and pocket
his 10d. a week without let or hindrance
or the risk of neighbourly envy. Then
on some long-dreaded day he finds hi-n-
self compelled to finance a bar of soap
and should he decide to plunge on a
whole bar at one swoop-a courso that
may very properly he considered .rash
and frenzied-then he must pay for it
by working for nothing all that week.
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Again, if, through not having had a pre-
paratory course at the Training School,
he cannot wash towels, he must either
acquire the art or at current Chinese
rates finding a minimum of two per week
pay 6d. out of his original 10d. It should
be only necessary to direct attention to
this regulation to have it swept away.
Reg-arding the treatment of some of the
small schools, I would point out that at
Kumminin the settlers built a school,
and they had to find a teacher for it.
When the school got into working order
it was thought that the department
should contribute a small amount to-
wards the rent. The department refused
on the ground that this was not provided
for in the regulations. The settlers
thought that the cost of carting water
should be paid for by the department
and again the department refused, In
regard to the sanitary arrangements, the
settlers wvcre told that if the children did
the work the department would pay the
bill, but on the bill being presented the
children were told to send it to their
fathers.

Mr. Allen. For sanitary work?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: Yes. However the
expenditure on education might be de-
fended, there has been no corresponding
increase in efficiency equivalent to the
'rise in cost from £5 Os. 10d. to £:5 13s.
2d. per head in the past three years.
When we consider that £70,000 out of
£276,000 is expended on extras under
other heads than those pertaining to our
purely primary schools, it is evident
that the time has come when the de-
partment shonld be thoroughly over-
hauled. There are directions in which a
wise economy is necessary, and if the
department cannot he brought to see
the need for less extravagant ideas, a
Royal Commission should be appointed
to investigate the matter. The Minister
spoke of the value of education in life
to the individual, education as a national
asset, the triumphs of the human mind
and the pleasures of a cultivated mind
but such -remarks only cloud the issue.
The present lavish expenditure is not

necessary in order to obtain a thorough-
ly efficient service.
17 Mr. ROBINSON (Canning] [9-5O]1
it is the privilege of members on this
side of the House to criticise the various
actions of the Government and to see
that fair play is meted out to all sections
of the community. I have pleasure
in testifying to the efficiency of the
Education Department and although
the Minister has brought down an esti-
matoe of £326,000 equal to about ft
per head of the population of the State,
I do not begrudge him a penny of it.
I believe the education facilities granted
in this State compare not only favourably
with those in the Eastern States but
with those in any other part of the
world. I know many of thel officers
of the department and I have 'had
occasion from time to timne to watch
their methods, and I say there is no
other department of our public service
which gives such general satisfactiun
and value for the amount expended as
does the Education Department. The
Minister should be proud that he is in
charge of the department to-day. Refer-
once was made by the member for York
to the Montessori system. I congratulate
the Minister on having officials in the
service of the department sufficiently
far advanced and well-read to know
that the Montessori system is one of
the modern systems of the world which
will help the education movement along
It seems only like the other day whent
people used to sneer at the kinder-
garten 7'system. The kindergarten sys-
tem as well as the Montessori ' system
carry on the education of a child from
its earliest age, and that the Govern.
mont have given their counten~nce to
these systems which have been adoptEd
not only in Rome but in the United
States of America and are being widely
circulated in England, reflects the very
greatest credit upon them.

Mr, Heitmann -Do you know the
Montessori system is not accipted in
England.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am prepared to
discuss the system with the hon. mem-
ber because I know it pretty thoroughly,
I commend the Government and their
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officers for having introduced the system
into some of the schools where I under-
stand it is working with very great
success.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]
Mir. Griffiths: It is doubtful.

Mr. ROBINSON: I wonder if the
hon. member has ever seen a Montessori
school in working. If niot, he should
apply to the Director of Education to
see one in its embryo state at Fremantle
and it Will be an education to him. In
this department we get very good
value for the money expended. If
there is one thing more than another
for which I specially commend the
department it is in connection with
continuation schools. Again and again
we find that boys and girls have to leave
school before their education is properly
completed. Mothers or fathers scarcely
know whether'to make of the boys
craftsmen, or send them into business
or train them in one of the many callings
of life. The continuation schools take
the boys and girls up when they leave
the primary schools. The boy's tsstes
for after life are considered and if he
desires to he a craftsman, i addition
to being well grounded in English which
is so essential for everyone, he is taught
the thingm which will help him in mech-
anical life. So in connection with busi-
ness life, he is taught the things which
will be of usb to him there, and the same
applies to the girl. I feel sure that
many members and many of the public
do not realise the numerous and ines-
timable benefits of education which
can be taken advantage of by every
child in the Stats. I venture to say
that a child born in Western Australia
to-day under our education system has
a greater birthright than in any other
part of the British Empire. The child
is educated and carried on into prac-
tically any walk of life--

Mr. James Gardiner; You are speaking
only of those in the metropolis.

Mr. ROBINSON: I am speaking of
things I have observed. The other day
I accompanied the M1inister to the open-
ing of a school in the bush. A most
creditable building had been erected,
having what might be termed all modern

conveniences. I have not words suffi-
cient strong to commend the depart-
ment and in any particular way in
which the Government can advance
the education system they will have my
assistance.

The Premier : Keep in mind the
Treasurer as well.

'Ar, ROBINSON: If the education to
be granted to the children is to be
weighed against material welfare, miater-
ial welfare or money will not count.

The Premier: That is all right so
long as ths other fellow finds the money.

Mr. JAMES GARDINER: (Irwinz)
[9-57])- We are all justly proud of our
education system. We are quite satis-
fled that wherever there is an oppor-
tunity to give to the children of the
State the advantages of education, we
can appeal with every sympathy to the
Education Department. There are dis-
abilities in the back country that even
the cities do not appreciate. I believe
there are truant inspectors in the metro-
polis to see that children attend school.
Out in the back blocks, in many in-
stances, the children have no school to
attend. I understand the regular at-
tendance of ten children is required
before the department establish a school.
I know of instances where only nine
can be guaranteed, and while on the score
of expense there is much to be said in
favour of the limit imposed, it is hardly
fair to the people out-back, taking on
the disabilities of pioneering, that nine
children should be uneducated because
one more cannot be found to make up
the number. The Miinister appreciates
these difficulties and I appreciate the
difficulties of hii position, but I would
be glad if he would ask the responsible
officers if something cannot be done in
the out-back districts to enable parties
of eight or nine children to be educated.

Th,. Premier: There is only one way.
knock off teaching children to make
mud pies. Some children are now
sent to school between the ages of three
and four.

Mr. JAMLES GARDINER: It seems
to me a pity that in this State, where
we boast of our education policy, eight
or nine children should have to be
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neglected in the matter of education,
because of the lack of a, tenth child.
I hope the Education Department will
give this matter serious consider-
ation, and do whatever is possible to
remove the disabilities of ttxe people
in the back country who have enough
disabilities to put up with without
having added the knowledge that their
children must grow up without educa-
tion. I do not at the present juncture
desire to advocate any unnecessary
extra expenditure ; but if expense can
be saved in some other direction, so
that the children of the back blocks
may have proper education, the Minister
will earn the gratitude of hundreds of
parents. Apparently we skimp expen-
diture on education in the back blocks,
while, on the other hand, we do not care
how much we lavish on it in the metro-
politan area. The officers of the de-
partment have always been willing to
help, always symnp athetic in this respect.
I can quote three centres in my own
electorate, in en,, of which the school
is being closed on account of insufficient
attendance, and in the other two efforts
are being made to discover the tenth
child so that the school may be kept
open. I appeal to the Minister to con-
sult with his officers and see whether it
is not possible to evolve some method
under which those way-back children
can have at least some of the advantages
of education of which we are so proud
in the metropolis.

Vote put and passed.
This completed the. estimates of the

Education Department.
Department of Colonial Secretary

(Hon. J. M_ Drew, Minister-Hon. R. H.
Underwood, Honorary Minister in charge
of the voties.)

Vote-Office of Colonial Sereary,
£12,941-agreed to.

Vote-Aborigines, £174192:
Item, provisions, clothing, etc., in-

cluding all other expenditure incidental
to promoting the welfare of the abori.
ginalh £21,900:

Hon. J. D). CONNOLLY: I would
like to ask the 'Minister whether the
decision to reduce the subsidies to
missions cannot be departed from.

Those subsidies have been paid for a
number of years. At the Swan Mission,
Beagle Bay, Sunday Island and others,
the grant is made on a capitation basis.
The poople controlling those missions
did not receive notice of the proposed
reduction until six or seven months of
the financial year had expired. In the
meantime they had already spent money
in anticipation of receiving the same
annual subsidy. W~hen discussing the,
public Library Vote the other evening
the Premider stated that, as the library
had not received notice of the intended
reduction of the vote, he was afraid
that he would not be able to reduce the
amount. These missions are exactly in
the same position, and have gone on
spending the usual amounts as in other
years. If the Treasurer cannot devise
some means of paying the subsidy at
the former rate, considerable hardship
on the missions will be entailed. I have
had opportunities of seeing the good
work which the missions have done in
the past, and while there may be other
moans, and probably.- better, of dt-aling
with the aborigines, if we are to preserve
the native race we must do something
towards assisting the maissions. I rea-
lise that aborigines cannot live under
white men's conditions. It was for that
reason, and at my suggestion, that the
Aloola Boola station was established.
so that the aborigines might live their
natural life. I appeal to the Treasurer
that he reconsider this vote and leave
it at its former amount at least for the
present year.

Mr. HEITMkiNN± I should like to
make a personal explanation. When
the Colonial Secrmlry's Estimates were
called on I endeavoured to indicate
to you that the Honorary Mlinister
who its in charge of those Estimates
desired to make an explanation on the
Votes. It was my duty to call the
Minister, who was out of the Chamber;
but unfortunately by the time I returned
to the Chamber the vote had been in-
troduced and the items were being dis-
cussed- I desire now to ask if it is niot
possible to go back, so as to allow the
Minister to make his statement.

The CHAIRMAN : It is not per-
missible to go back ; but if the Minister
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desires to make a statement he can do so
on the next item.

Mr. HEITIMAXNN: I only point the
matter out because it was somewhat my
fault. The Education Estimates went
through quicker than I anticipated.

The CHAIRMAN: I will pirmnit the
Minister to make his statement now.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Mlinister): I feel I do not care
-whether you allow me to make the
statement or not. I was just outside the
door, and was waiting for the purpose
of making a statement on these Esti-
mates.

The CHAiRMAN'k: The lion. member
should not be outside the door; he
should be in his seat. The hion. mem-
ber knows full well that I give him and
every other member every opportunity
of speaking.

Mr. TAYLOR: I cannot help sympa-
thising with the Minister on this occasion.
We all know that the Colonial Secretary
is a member of another branch of the
Legislature, and *necessarily his Esti-
mates must he in charge of another
Minister. I myself desire to ask the
Minister a question in respect to Item
3, of the Colonial Secretary's Estimates,
but before I could get on my feet the
Committee had gone past that Vote.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon, member
knows that if he rose I would allow him
to speak.

'Mr. TAYLOR: Pardon me, the Vote
was passed before I could rise.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: I should
like the Minister to give me a reply on
the point I have raised.

Hon. H1. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister):- I should like to ask the
hon. member for Perth to repeat his
question. I was not in the Chamber
while he was speaking.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: The infor-
mation I desire has reference to the
question of the reduction of subsidies
to aboriginie minions. I am not so
unreasonable as to expect that this re-
duction shall not take place. M1y point
is that the reduction has been made
after at least hail the financial year
has expired. In the case of the Swan
Aborigines Mission, this has been in

receipt of a regular capitation allowance
of 10d. a day for many years. They
have gone on during this year in the
expectation that they would receive
this rogular subsidy, but this has been
cut down by, I think, £200. The same
thing applies to New 'Norcia, Sunday
Island, and all other missions. I ap-
peal to the Mlinister to try to put the
subsidy back on the old basis at least
for the half year that has passed. It
was admitted by theo Colonial Treasurer
that in the case of the Public Library,
lie felt he would have to give them some
consideration by reason of the fact that
they did not receive notice of a6 reduc-
tion ot £500 until half of the financial
year bad expired.

Mr. Taylor zThese missions I sup-
pose, are carrying on as under their old
subsidies.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY; So I am
informed, at least by the muanager of
the Swan River institution. In the case
of the New Norcia Mission, possibly
this institution is in better circumstances
and mtay be able to get along with a
reduced subsidy. But it will go hard
with the Swan River, the Beagle Bay
and other missions if they do not receive
the subsidy at least for the half year.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): W~ith regard to this question
of a reduction of subsidies to missions,
there are three missions so far as I am
concerned-the Swan Native and Half-
caste 'Mission, the Australian Aborigints
Mission, and the Salvation Army Mission
at Kalgoorlie. These missions, in my
opinion, should not exist under the
present arrangements. I know it was
the opinion of the hion. member for
Perth that they s4hould not be estab-
lished close to large centres of popula-
tion.

Honr. J. D. Connolly : I agree With YOU.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor .ry

Minister): I have read the hon. mem-
ber's minutes. There is one minute in
which he complains somewhat bitterly
that three years ago he asked for some
alteration to be made, and that noth-
ing had bu-en done. I came into office
over three years after that, and Rtill
nothing had been done. Something huts
been done now.
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Hon. J. D. Connolly : Not in the direc-
tion I asked for it

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minster): Still we are making progress
because something has been done.

Hon.. J. Mitchell:- What have you
done ?

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister):- We have cut down the sub-
sidy.

Hon. J. D. Connolly. That is not
what I asked them to do.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Ministe): The member for Perth only
wrote minutes. I do not write minutes;
I simply cut off the subsidy

Hon. J. D. Connolly. What I aked
thema to do was to go further away from
town to a bigger piece of land.

Ron. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): I think I agree with the, hon.
member for Perth that these missions
should not be established close to large
centres of population. I want to go
further, however, and to ask this Com-
mittee to consider for what object we
are spending this money. The minute
of the member for Perth contains many
good ideas. He points out that we are
educating these, natives, particularly
the girls, and that when these girls grow
to womanhood they are unable to marry
white men (because he would be a poor
white man who would marry one of
thorn), and that they could not go back
to their tribes. What, therefore, is to
become of them ?

Hon. J. D. Connolly:- This is the
position I am afraid you are forcing on
by reducing the subsidy. You cannot
keep them without something to' pay
for them.

Hon. B. U.L UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister) : We can keep them as children
and the subsidy stops when they are full
grown. When they are full grown they
do not go back to the bush: if they did
I would ho satisfied. I have ta-ken a
very deep interest in the aborigines for
many years. I submit to no one in the
extent of my sympathy for them. What
are we doing for them by educating
them?7

Mr. Willrnott; Unfitting them for
their proper sphere?7

[57]

Hon. R. Ut. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): By our kindness in educating
them, we are training their minds to
understand that they are inferior beings,
that they are something which is not
wanted in. 1the world. If they hat. al-
ways been running in the bush they
would not have that mental agony. It
is cruel indeed to educate them, and we
certainly wvant some fair understanding
as to what we are doing when we do so.
The other day I visited the Swan native
mission. That is a mission which takes
in white orphan boys, and also half-castes
and aborigines. The white boys are well
looked after so far as I could see from
their appearance. Their quarters are
good, they have a nice house and plea-
sant surroundings, but the half-castes
and aborigines are put into an old
dilapidated building which is a discredit;
to anybody, and t-hey are kept entirely
separate from the white children. I
was particularly struck with- this line
of demarcation when I visited Midland
Junction a few days ago when they were
opening a swimming bath. The white
boys from the orphanage were there,
lookingwellsand happyand swimming and
going on as boys do ; but there was not
a single half-caste or full-blooded ab~ori-
gial at the gathering. There is a sys-
tem in these missions of bringing up
these aborigines and half -castes as in-
ferior beings, and it is pitiables that this
should be so. The object of the mission,
I presume, is not only to fit them for Life
in this world, but in order that they shall
take their place in the next world; and
if they believe they are going to the
next world and are going to be the equals
of the white children there, they should
be the equals of the white children in
this world. If they are not the equals
of the .whitO children we are only inflict-
ing cruelty on them by educating their
minds to understand that they are in-
ferior and contemptible. I would Like
suggestions from every member of this
House in the direction of solving this
problem, which is a big one. I cannot
see clearly a way out of it myself. I
know that to simply, educate them until
they reach the age of maturity, and then
let them go into a big oeitre, is to inflict
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great cruelty upon them by your kind-
ness-for it is impossible for them to
manry white men, and impossible for
them to go back to their tribes. I
desire to confer with the managers of
the missions, and with all those who
take 9A interest in the aborigines. I am
satisfied, just as the hon. member for
Perth was when Colonial Secretary. that
the present arrangement is not right.
Something should be done. I have
done something, I have at least stopped
their subsidy, and this brin~gs them into
conference. So far as the Australian
Aborigines MXission, which has. a place at
Victoria Park, is concerned, I m net a
deputation to-day and although I van
not prepared to say we are going on the
samte lines, I have given my,,wor4 6.a
I will not break up that mission pxuddeq ly.
and that we will at le .ast lisyi ood
and clothing for the children they flays
there. I amn prepared to make% the
same promise on behalf. of,.the Swan
Native Mission, and also for the-Sal.,
vation Army Mission at Kalgoorlio, So
far as my rearrangement of these E4sti-
mates is concerned, their subsidies are
praTfiicp4ly sppjed. from the end of last
Dcem ber,.: J wish to,r4k,P 1w0xWeOnwor,
an she eubjoct of thqae 3ass.

ayc_ in. mind' W. b~n~y~q,
PoTt, Oorsge V.. ipL, C9q ,aW h

Knb kys ..1. I -1,OdJ1

"Mfore -3k.: D2VoJNoDMy'e he*4ho ft'

flayah-laoiif§ r- ot ,.Aa..t

o ioz W H-. k-UD!WG (Tfdho&W

dfrMLbecyAs2 5t0ltb teh6uf. ffM'8

fet-the &UVerigift irt of6 fttt
ed~-t-tl G4n *-tIWAW§d A~ttiYt

and call upon the Government to pay
the cost.

Ron. J. D. Connolly. The Drys3dale
River mission has never asked the Gov-
ernment for a penny.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): No ; but that mission is
maintained by the 'New Norcia mission,
and- the New- Nortia, ision drawn aL
fairly large subsidy from the Govern-
rnent. The DryFsle River .and tile
Port George Y. xnissibns should stop at
once;-, and, at, all events so- far as I am
ooneernb&, they will receive no further
nubsidieOt The~y sr6 simply going out
into the wildrL of the North of this State
and bringing in wild natives and en-
deavonririg to eMiliee -di, all at, the
expense of - the Government.

IHoa- J; I)4 -43onnollyt You cannot say
thaw inbout. Drysdle -River, and I do
not think- you b~a ssay' it about Port

EMi. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Manister): At is' only quite recently-in'
fbct, the'last'tifie 1 -went up the coast-
there were rumours that the whole of
tho 'Dtysdale mission had been wiped
out by natives. ' Whenk the full facts of
ihe '6av '% 6 cam& 'aV4lbI,- It wm -dig-

doe6 t4 tltIs~~i4w~r~

tgf' WIr4&d'-I&Wlet hi-i nit'lIkvery6E

live and n~q settlers to- 1 ther4 Thtbh
t*an ilh 6; YtUltd B~k a'hlovw d -to

ftWe~ftqtoWL fIAe'' Tif.Y4-

iM A ~0 M~J~ I .t.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (~t~tt

v74. AIWflMIl. Me6AWzi'ksutl

1W l~4t4WVSDtRWOOEItLdere

hiht~l9Y~. td jj -dMctiivhit krde/

position. I admidt that here in-thW
SAWiah&ehQAWAfi& a iUbi eode pb~iu-
lation, the problem tsdansM~yMv detlt'

1642



(18 FEBRUARY, 1915.164

from what it is in the case of the missions
with which I have just dealt. Here
we have cass of native children taken
by the police-I hoard of. two to-day at
Geraldton-brought, before the court,
and ordered to be sent to the State
Children's Departmnent to be looked
after. In such case, it seems to me,
if the children have no parents to care
for them, then the State must do it.
I do not say for one instant that we
should let those little things die. In
such circumstances we must look after
them. As regards wild native children
however, they can look after them-
selves.

Mr. Willmott: There is plenty of
nativo food for them, and they are better
off in their natural condition.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): Now we come to the educa-
tion phase of the aborigines question.
Hen. members will observe that on the
present Estimates we have provided
for three teachers for aborigines, at
salaries of £130 a year. The following
position has arisen. Where there is a
State school, the clean half-caste children
and the clean full-blooded aborigine
children attend the State school. Li. the
North all classes of children, indeed,
attend the State schools. Here in the
South-at Katanning, I think, to begin
with-the white people objected to
their children going to school with half-
caste and aborigine children.

Air. Willmott : If those children are
kept clean in a proper fashion, they
could sit alongside our children.

Hon. R. H. UNDLERWOOD (Honorary
Minister):. My own opinion is that if the
native child cannot be kept clean, then
it is not worth while trying to educate
that child. If there is a well-kept, clean
native child, whether full-blooded or half-
caste, that child should be allowed to
attend our State schools- But the
people of Katanuing and of two or three
other centres went on strike, and of
course the Education Department, which
my colleague bas been booming this
evening, took the line of least resistance
and said, "We will net allow those
children to attend the State schools at
all."

Air. E. B. Johnston : The department
did the proper thing.

Ron, R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): Certainly ; and I am quite
prepared to accept it as the proper
thing. But then we come to the position
that the Government are asked to build
a school for white children in a town,
and in the same town to build a school
for half-caste and native children.
To-day we have three of the latter class
of school, and a request has reached me
from the very important town of Quair-
ading for a similar school. Requests
are also coming in from Onowangerup,
Mt. ]Barker, and one or two other towns
for separate schools for native children.
If the Government pursue the policy
of establishing these separate schools,
it means simply that we shall have to
build up another system of schools and
another Education Department. That
policy may suit that department. If it
suits the members of this Committee, who
are so strong on economy, I am prepared
to carry it out. But I want hon. mem-
bers to understand that if schools are to
be built wherever desired for native
children we shall be launching out on
an expenditure of enormous amount.
I wish to say, further, on this same
question that if the native children are
not fit to go to the same school with our
children, they are not fit to be educated
at all. That may seem harsh, but I
have studied the question out, and it
hag comea home to ine that we cannot
build up an intermediate race. Either
we shall absorb these people, or they
must, most unfortunately, be allowed
to die out. In my opinion we cannot
think of educating these childern, train-
ing their brains, training them to know
themselves to be an inferior race, and
go on for ever treating them as an in-
ferior race. That attitude, to my mind,
represents an absolute impossibility. Now,
with regard to a proposition which has
been piled up to a file of great isize in the
department--a proposition from Ratan-
ning advocating the establisahment of a
native settlement, which the mission
hopes will eventually become self-sup-
porting. The Government are asked
to reserve an area of land, erect buildings

1643



1644 [ASSEMBLY.]

on it, and send out a teacher and also
an agricultural instructor.

Mr. Wilhnott: How large an area,
roughly?

Hon. Rt. H. UNDERWOOD (Honorary
Minister): The area asked for is within
1,000 acrts, but near 1,000 acres. The
idea is that a hundred odd natives woud
be placed on that settlement, and that
eventually the settlement would become
self-supporting. However, we have the
experience of New Norcia, a settle-
ment situated in very good country.
and old established, having had ample
time to make itself self-supporting, if
there is a, possibility of doing that.
New Norcia still asks for ever £500 a
year subsidy for keeping 38 native child-
ren. 1 reduced the amount to £350. If
there is a possibility of dealing with this
question by missions, then New Norcia by
to-day Should be self-supporting. Then
we have Sunday Island. A number of
years ago a man named Sydney Hadley
decided upon a change of life and re-
solved on devoting his existence to the
aborigines. He got Sunday Island-a
reasonably good piece of land-and hie
got natives together to engage in gather-
ing shell at low tide, and be also at-
tcmapted to grow rubber and other tropi-
cal plants. He has beeni there eight or
nine years and to a great extent has been
living on Government suibsidies the whole
time. it is easy to become good if you
can do it on Government subsidies. Again
ait Beagle Bay there is a very old estab-
lished mission. I have been reading Mr.
Prinsep's inates on the question, written
niine or ten years ago, and at that time
there were over 2,000 head of cattle there
and the missionaries grew vegetables, etc.,
and a hope was then expressed that the
place would soon become self-supporting.
Last year we granted this mission L800
and we also supplied them with provi-
sions. When we have a mission of that
dlescription and we find that the longer
it exists the more it costs the Govern-
ment, we must conclude that settlements-
for aborigines under mission management
are a failure. A scheme -was inaugurated
by the member for Perth in the Wynd-
ham district. -He established a cattle

station and placed it under the control
of the Aborigines Department. At that
time an enormous numnber of natives were
being taken ito Wyndham and gaoled for
cattle stealing. The settlers were losing
a great number of their stock which
were being speared by the natives, The
then Government, uinder the direction of
the present member for Perth, bought
Mfode Bulla Station at which they killed
cattle for the natives. That was and still
is a State enterprise, and the result ha%
been not only that we have almost alto-
gether dropped the practice of bringing
natives into Wyndham for trial for kill-
ing cattle, but it has had the effect of
materially decreasing cattle-killing. The
balance sheet of the station and the re-
port of the Auditor General on it have
been laid npgn the Table of the House.
and I will say a few words in regard to
the Auditor General's extraordinary sy's-
tern of audit. We find that although that
station was originally bought for the sole
purpose of providing- beef for the natives,
and of making it become if possible self-
supporting, the Auditor General now
claims it as a trading concern.

Hon. J. D. Connolly:. I did not start
it as a trading concern.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon-
orary IMinister):- It is obvious that
the ordinary cattle station manager
is not an. expert bookkeeper. if
he were he would not he managing a
cattle station. At the same time we must
accept his opinion on the management
of that station, end that opinion would
appeal to me as being superior to the
opinion of the Auditor General. We
find the Auditor General takes exception
to man'y things. For instance, we find
he takces exception to the amount allowed
for depreciation. The system in Kimber-
ley has been to allow five per cent. for
depreciation. Last year they had a bad
season and they decided to allow 10 per
cent. The Auditor General says that if
they allowed 10 per cent. last year they
did not allow enough in the previous year.
On the other hand he says that if 10 per
cent, is the right amount, they must make
up for what they did not allow previously.
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In regard to the stud bull, he says that
the life of that hull is a certain time and
for it 15 or 20 per cent, depreciation
should be allowed. I would point out
that the Auditor General is appointed to
audit accounts and not the operations of
a stud bull. In regard to stallions the
Auditor General points out that horses
live longer than bulls and therefore there
should be a different depreciation. The
Auditor General was not appointed to
mnake comments of this* description; that
is the duty of the station manager. This
station was originally purchased for the
Aborigines Department. When declared
a trading concern, they put in their
stock, which they killed and fed to the
aborigines, at what they thought a fair
price. Bullocks were being sold at Wynd-
hamn at £E4 10s. On the station the hul-
locks fed to the natives were held to be
worth £C3. As a matter of fact that was
about £1 below the actual value. The
Auditor General said "You cannot
charge that; you bought this station on
a bangtail muster of 30s. a head, and
therefore you cannot charge more than
30s. a head to the Aborigines Depart-
ment." Then he went on to count what
the hide was worth, but he forgot that
the bide has to bye salted. When a mem-
ber is sitting in Opposition the Auditor
General is a good man to quote, but I
would advise -those in Opposition who
expect to get on this aide of the House
to be very chary about him. After years
of personal knowledge of the natives, I
realise that the aborigines question is a
very difficult problem indeed, and I
would like every member to take an in-
terest in it and, if possible, help me t~o
come to a satisfactory conclusion.

Mr. HARRISON : The aborigines
question is a most difficult one, and these
institutions are extremely complex. The
difficulty' begins wore particularly when
the aborigines leave school. After leaving
school these half-caste and aboi~giue
boys and girls arc let out to, service and
then they gravitate back to the bush. The
only method I can see of keeping them
straight in after life is to allot the girls
to certain males under the control of the
institution, If these girls are let out

after they have developed somewhat they
become what might be termed fair game
for the white youths of the district,
and get into serious trouble, in which
case they are worse off than if they had
never been educated att all. I do not
think anything can be done to assist them
except by the method I have suggested.
It is very questionable whether we are
doing any good at all by taking them
tinder our wing. However, many people
from a sense of right and justice declare
that these natives ana half-castes should
not be neglected. As the Minister has
pointed out, if the children are left with-
out parents they ought to be cared for
by the State. It is a duty we owe to
them. The member for Beverley (Mir.
Wansbrough) knows a good deal about
the natives, having come into contact
with them in my district prior to may resi-
dence there. I shall be pleased indeed if
something can be done to assist the native
children, because they are unfitted for the
walk of life into which they gravitate,
and very often their second state is worse
than their first.

Mr. WANiS13ROUGR: Something
should be provided to carry the natives
on after the close of their school caeer.
It is a waste of time, energy, and money
to educate aborigine children to the
same standard as we carry white children
to if we do not provide something to
carry them on when they leave school. I
have had considerable experience with
aborigines, and it appears to me the more
we educate them the more liable are they
to revert to their natural state. T know
one in particular who, educated at New
Norcia, was capable of taking his place
in any orchestra in Perth as a violinist.
That was nine years ago;- to-day he is
living in squalor and misery, in conditions
worse than those of any other native I
know. Care should he taken to make
adequate provision for the future life
of the native children attending school.
When they leave school they are made to
realise that their colour is against them.
I have known instances in my own elec-
torate. A football association was
formed. One team consisted of abo-
rigines; that team was accounted good

1645



1646 [ASSEMBLY.]

enough to play matches against, bit
when it came to smoke socials and other
functions of the sort they were treated
as Chinamen would he.

Mr. CUNNINGHAMIN: The Minister
has expressed a desire that members
should voice their opinions in regard to
what should be done with the aborigines.
Certainly it is a difficult question to
handle. There should be some institu-
tions in whlich the aborigines canl be eared
for. Humianity demands this of [is. We
mnust realise that we cannot educate them
sufficiently to place the~m Onl a level with
ourselves; therefore the cheapest and
best course for the State to adopt is to
subsidise some institutions where they
can he taught different branches of work
to enable them subsequently to earn a
living. This is all we can do for thle na-
tives or half-castes, and it is the oniy
scheme from which any benefit is likely to
he derived. If schools were established
to educate them, it would he necessary
to have more than a few. The cheapest
and most effective way is to subsidise thie
institutions where they may be somewhat
equipped to earn their own living.

Mr. TAYLOR: On this all-interesting
question of aborigines, other States of
the Copmmonwealth have already passed
through the stage which we have now
reached. In their earlier days the abori-
gines had not died out, bitt largely in the
Eastern States to-day, with the excep-
tion of Queensland, the aboriginal popu-
lation has so diminished that it deserves
very little consideration. This is not at.
in Western Australia, and from my ex-
perience in three States where the abori-
ginal question has been of some magni-
tude, I cannot endorse the views of some
members. We must view the position as
we find it, and deal with the aborigine
as he is. What ishbe! He is of arace
inferior to the white. We people have
taken his country from him, and are
driving him back into the new country,
where he is meeting with tribes who are
just as hostile to him as the whites. The
aborigine in Western Australia to-day is
what lie was 500 years ago.

'Mr. Wan shrough: What about the
hundreds of half-castes?

Mr. TAYLOR: I am dealing with the
broad question of the aborigine. He can-
not stand civiLisation, because lie learns
all the vice of the white man and none
of his virtues

Mr. Heitmani': Whby is that?

M1r. TAYLOR: ft is dice to tempera-
muent and to his intellectual standard.

Mr. Wanshrough: Some of theja in the
schools can show thle white children,
points.

Mr. TAYLOR: Perhaps so in their
tender years, btit their intellect does not
mature with age like that of the whites.
They may be smart as children, but their
intellectual limit is reached at an earlier
age thanc is the case with whites. The
question is, what are we going to do with
this race which is coming into contact
with a superior race7 We can only be
genterous and kind to them. Unfortu-
nately, they drink liquor and smoke to-
bacco and adopt other of our vices with-
out restraint. They have not the physical
stamina of the whites, and consequently,
after coming into contact with them, they
soon die out. The intellectual s-tandard
and physical strength of the aborigine in
this State is lower than that of any other
aborigines in Australia.

Mr. Nairn: Are you speaking of the
'North-West?

Mr. TAYLOR: No, I except the North-
West. Where there is natural food i
abundance, the aborigines are big-
framed, strong, vigorouis, and determined,
and much harder for the -white man to
cope with. There was a tribe in the vic-
inity of the McKinley Ranges in Queens-
land, comprising the most ferocious
fighters Australia has ever seen. This is
the only fighting tribe I have known. The
aborigines on our goldfields from South-
ern Cross eastwards are very harmless,
and are capable of little more than to
sneak uipon and attack a sleeping man.,
T have travelled through country in
Queensland where there were blacks who
would fight openly in day time. They
had sufficient knowledge to count the
%vhlites' strength ag-ainst their own, with-
out recognising up-to-date implements of
war. If there were 25 blacks and 12
whites, they were sure to give battle.
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They tackle the white man with their
rude implements, but if the white man is
armed their chanxce is small1. They did
not know that, but they now realise the
force of these modern weapons and act
accordingly. In this country they have
never done that.

r. ""'lMott: Yes, years ago, down
at Pinijarra.

Mr. TAYLOR: I am not speaking or
the Coastal portions of the State where
the hunting ground is sufficient for their
needs and their physique is good. On
the goldfields they are cowed. What
they do there is to steal provisions when
one is absent from camp, and sneak upon
the isolated individual when he is asleep
and finish him off. As to doing anything
to cultivate them intellectually it is hope-
loe.

lion. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : Or to Christianise them.

Mr. TAYLOR: To (ihristianise thqm
is out of the question. You might as wvell
try to keep them dry by continually
pouring water on them. The only thing
for the Gotrnenet ty db is to treat 'the
aborigines generously, that is 'froiti - the
hutmzwrpoinr of view. I believe.matit
we looked up our Constitution we should'
see thut we are Comlpelled to cxspeud morte
money titan we have hitherto expended
on them.

.lon. J.5 D.- Connolly: Tea thousand
pounds a year.

Mr. Wiltmiott: Under the original Con-
stitution they would have cosl tills *htate
hundreds of thousands of pounds,.

Mr. TAYLOR.; Under, the *orightil
C'onstitution we have nlever met our oh'
ligatioiis.

Hon. - R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) :- The otiginal Constitution
provided ,for an ek peuditure of £:10,00
and we have expended X30,000.

Mr. TAYLOR: The' origin'al losi
lotion was on a percentage basis. 1±. we
had lbad to Carry out these obligations
we would have been paying more than
we have paid. The Goyernment should
treAt-eases as they findthem. They can-
jqptaej ,4nly._royatlroad.-oz. mle any

hard and fast rule because each district
is totally different from another.

Mr. Harrison: Do you believe in half-
caste missions!

Mr. TAYLOR: It is hardly fair to the
half-caste girl to teach her a certain
amount of our customs and habits and
educate her up to a certain standard so
that s~he would, it she lived up to these
standards, be precluded from going into
an -aboriginal camp, and then to turn her
adrift. She is in a hopeless position.
The half-caste boys are ail right. They
can pall through somehow after they
leave school.

Mr. Harrison: You do not think that
the missions are doing much good?

Mr. TAYLOR: I believe they do goodl
in some respects. I do not, however,
think that they have reached the acme
of perfection.

.1r. Heitmann: They might keep them
altogether.

Mr. TAYLOR: The only difficulty is
that in these areas, where these missions
are, there arc not suffcient callings to
absorbi the, girls that have been trained.
Otii 64~e areis the people aje rather
cfiry o'itakia'th .i 'That is the posi-
tion.

Mnr -Htitnttnm:. Whiat: abtti the mong-
rel who is responsiblrtor-thlihlf-eastel

*Mr.a TIAYLOR: We treiot dealing
with 41,i1.

r.heithnan -1 tliiii we 'ihould?
Ilk._T4L~fl., f ju 6~uld xalake

Iqeowketeeturauetqwarda them i"
t~~~p ~ ~ g sts a~~ e .yesponsibinity tor

kcn4 ~ji4,1w0 o hd been tiught

'~;era bIop t sa. sc i 4e, and they
Wf~3$d ~e~h maa I t e'. employ-

4 1 :k. akfj thkni, for anoffher
topr'thiee'yLar,j think it wiouldl -le
qtzo,4'1li ,

t*r Ilyi imott: fin wi o oing
to- v4 (hl marriedfT

-4,TAXt(A;~ The only ,th -ing' thal;
ct b e done is toinarty tht!jie half-caste

girls to other hijf-gastes. ..

Mr. Willmott: When the aboriginal
hialf-eastes ave turutd out they go back

to t~~g~igpjne cn~ Of fO.
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Mr. TAYLUnt: This would be a rever-
sal of form as compared with the white
men. The white man claims that he
stands on a higher pedestal than his
wife, that he is intellectually above the
"'oman, but if he runs across a woman
who is on an intellectual level with him
there is trouble at once. The white man
says that he is cock of the walk where-
ever lie goes. The first thing to he done
is to prevent the necessity of dealing
with half-caste girls at all, and to pre-
vent their existence if you can. You
cannot make them any better, It is abso-
littely impossible to educate the full-
blooded aboriginal up to the standard
of bie white man. He will leave the
white man's civilization and go back
into the blacks' camp. I have known
in New South Wales of squatters who
have sent athletically smart and intellec-
tually sound youths to college in London
and when they have come back they have
not lasted 12 months on the station, but
have gone into the blacks' camps and
have turned -oub absolute rogues. They
acquire all the vices of the white mAn
and none of his virtues. Where con-
tagious diseases exist the Government
must endeavour to keep them down.

Air. Heitmaun: Why not get at the
root of these diseases?

.Mr. TAYLOR: How many hundreds
of years would we have to go back in
order to get down to the cause of these
diseases amongst the whites before they
mingled with the blacks? I now come to
the question of the Bernier and florre
Islands. I believe there is a very exten-
sive work going on there in the direction
I have just indicated. Perhaps the Min-
ister might be able to tell us of what
success has been reached in that par-
ticular. It has been going on now, I
think, for some five or six years, and
there were great hopes and expectations
in regard to it. I think the system was
introduced by the Government of which
the bon. member for Perth was a mem-
ber.

Hon. J. D. Connolly: That is so.

Mr. Heitmann' It is only aL palliative.

Mr. TAYLOR: I would like to knowv
whether we have achieved anything for
our expenditure.

Mr. Heitniann: We have had two or
three scandals up there.

Ron. R. A. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : That happens in the best or
regulated families.

Mr. TAYLOR: Perhaps the Minister
would be able to inform the Committee
as to whether that project has been as
beneficial as it wvas expected it would he.

Hon. J1. D. Connolly: It has worked
out very well.

Mr. Heitmann: In what direction?
lion. J. D. Connolly: In the cure of

diseases.
Mr. TAYLOR: It is idle for foot-

path politicians to try and direct me as
to how aboriginals in Australia should
be treated. I know they cannot stand the
white civilisation. They come down like
chaff before the wind. The only thing
to do is to treat them benevolently and
kindly and be humane towards them,
to check contagious diseases, and see
that they have a blanket in the winter,
and if their hunting grounds are no
good to see that they have some food.
Otherwise it is only a matter of time
before they will be wiped out altogether.

Hon. S. D. CONNOLLjY: Iquite agree
wvith the view expressed by the member
for Mount Margaret on this question. I
believe that the missions have not done
any great amount of good in respect to
the natives.

Mir. Taylor: But their intentions art)
good.

Rom. 3. D. CONNOLLY: I have noth.
ing but good to say of our missions; hut
after some experience of administering
the department I have come to the con-
clusion that the aborigine will not live.
cannot live, under the white man's con-
ditions. Instances of really intelligent
and teachable natives are highly excep-
tional. The founders of Western Aus-
tralian missions, some of them established
as much as 60, 70, and even 80 years ago,
merit the highest honour and the utmost
credit. But still, the native's brain ca-
pacity is not sufficient to allow of his
grasping the true intent of civillsation

I ;
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and Christianity. The only *vay to pre-
serve the aborigine is to leave him in his
native state. Especially is this so for the
reason that his native food is to him not
only sustenance, but medicine as well.
Once natives, whether full-blooded or
half-caste, are placed in a mission, they
must stay there for the remainder of their
lives. T personally regret some of the
Honorary Minister's observations on mis-
sions-observations which, on calm reflec-
tion, wvill not occasion him pleasure. To
some missions he took exception because
they are too near the Capital; to others
on the score of their situation being too
remaote. The Drysdale River mission, be
stated, is subsidised from New Norcia,
which, according to the Honorary Minis-
ter, was granted last year £600, equal to
8s. 3d. per week for feeding and clothing
each inmate. Beagle Bay, he said, re-
ceived £800.

Hon. R, H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): That £800 I have now reduced
to £500.

Hon. 3. D. CONNOLLY: That mission
supports 1.31 children.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) : The subsidy is for teaching.
Beagle Bay gets provisions us well.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: What quan-
tity of provisions?

Hon. R. HT. Underwood (Honorary
Minister): A considerable quantity.

Hon, J. D. CONNfOLLY: The subsidy
works out to 2s. 3d. per head per week-
less than 4d. per day.

Hon. R. H. Underwood (Honorary
Minister) . But that is for teaching.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY: Naturally,
a mission to children cannot become self-
supporting. The Swan River and the
Salvation Army missions were being sub-
sidised by capitation grants equal to 10d.
per day, but they also have been reduced.
Tf the grants are severely cut down, the
result will he that the State must keep the
children, who cannot go back into the
bush. The reason for the establishment
of missions to half-caste children is that,
in the absence of such institutions, there
would be, after the lapse of not many
years, a people practically white living
in a conaition of savagery. The Eon-

orary Minister drew attention to a minute
I wrote six years ago regarding missions
in and about Perth, which I considered
should be transferred to larger areas. He
said that something has now been done
in that matter. All that the present Gov-
ernment have accomplished, in this con-
nection, however, has been the cutting
down of the subsidies. Members seemn
to think that girls are taken into the
different missions and then, after they
have grown up, are cast adrift. Such is
not the case. In almost all the missions
they keep the boys and girls and very
frequently they marry them to each other.
At New Norcia they are given work to
do on the farms there. It would be fool-
ish to bring up a girl and then turn her
adrift. I want to assure the Minister
that ft will be no economy to cut down
the subsidy, and particularly this year
should it be allowed to remain intact; be-
cause the missions entered into obligations
without anticipating that there -would be
any reduction.

Mr. WANSEROUGH:- I am more im-
mediately concerned with the natives in
agricultural centres. I notice that there
is an item in the vote to provide for
school teachers. It would be better to
allocate that sum of money to the dif-
ferent missions already established, and
the children who are being educated- at
these schools should be forced to go to
the missions. If this course were followed
the townships in the various parts of the
State would be rid of a pest, and thes
people are a pest because where the chil-
dren are so will the parents be found. At
the same time we would be providing ad-
ditional funds for the mission institu-
tions. A mistake which has been made
in the past is that we have allowed the
children with their parents to congregate
in agricultural centres. Now, if we pro-
vide the vote to which I have referred,
we shall be perpetuating a nuisance,
while at the same time we shall not be
doing very much for the future of the
children. I trust that my suggestion -will
be adopted.

Mr. THOMNSON: In the district I re-
present, too, we have bad troublesome
tinmes in connection with the education of
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the native children. It came as a shock
to me a little while ago to find that my
own child had to sit side by side with
aboriginal children who attended the
school from an aborigines' camp. I do
not wish to debar native children from
receiving a fair education but I consider
that the money is being wasted when we
endeavour to teach these children 4tc-
cording to the standard we adopt for our
own. I desire to express my apprecia-
tion of the prompt action taken by the
Honorary Minister who fixed up matters
for us down there. We are endeavouring
to place the natives on a, reservation of
their own and it should he the aim of
the Government to prevent aill natives
from coming into towns. So far as the
degenerate whites, who arc found in the
camps are concerned, I Would have no
mercy for them, though in regard to the
half-caste children, and particularly the
girls, they have my sympathy.

Mr. Green: Why do you object to
them in the schools?

Mr. Wanabrough: Have you. ever
come in contact with natives?

Mr. THOMSON: Would the hion.
member like his child to sit next to a
native child who had come fresh from
an aborigines' camnp? If hie would, all
FI can say is that he is more broadminded
and more liberal than I am prepared to
be. These native children should be com-
pelled to attend schools by themselves.

Mr. Green: You have taken their land
from them and now you want to treat
them like dogs.

Mir. THOMSON: r only desire to give
them fair and generous treatmnent. The
money which is being spent in provisions
and clothes for them is to a great extent
being wasted. In our district a regular
debauch takes place after the distribu-
tion of these things and at the conclusion
of it they go round the town cadging. If
a scheme such as that proposed by the
Minister, whereby the natives will he
placed in a reservation of their own, is
carried out, the effect cannot be 'bLut
good. In the interests of the natives
themselves also it would be better if they
were kept on such a reserve. I appre-

ciate what the Honorary Minister has
done.

The Minister for Works: T do not
know whether he is right or not.

Ifr. THOMSON: I think he is, and
when I think a Minister is acting rightly
I shall always be prepared to give him
credit for doing so. We are not asking
for monetary assistance. The care of the
aboriginals naturally devolves upon the
Government, and due provision must be
made for them. In point of education I
think we should teach them nothing more
than the three "Rs'" after which we
should give them blocks of land and en-
courage them to become self supporting
agriculturists. They are a dying race
and should be saved from contamination
by the white men.

Mr. GrRIFFITHS: We are *endea-
vouring to set up a school for aborigines
and half-castes in the Quairading dis-
trict. The trouble is that, naturally,
white parents object to anything in the
natuore of a mixed school for both white
and] coloured children,

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Hon or-
arvy Minister) : In regard to the
lock hospitals on Bernier andi Dorre
Islands3, of my own knowledge I can
say that syphilis has considerably de-
creased ini mi ning and other camps in out-
back parts of the State, particularly
among the white men. I am sorry the
condition of the finances will not permit
of the uninterrupted rounding up and
gathering in of the natives to the hospi-
tals this year. If it could he arranged
we should have two or three pen continu-
ally engaged in that work. Given the
necessary money we could stamp out
syphilis in those parts of the State with
the aid of those hospitals. I admire the
initention of the missioners of whom we
have heard to-nighit, and the attitude of
Sn!. Hadley, of Sunday Island; I appre-
ciate the motives behind their wvork,
but I cannot admit its effectiveness. It
as, not effective. The Drysdale mission
cannot do any good. I do not think it
is possible to Christianise natives. These
efforts are irnvariablv without avail, and
therefore the expenditure involved is un-
Justified. There is Drysdale and there is
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Port George V. in Collier Bay, King's
Sound. Again, here is a report from
[(atanninig in regard to the work of the
mission lady, 'Miss Locke, who is a lady
animated by the best intentions--

According to Corporal Purkiss,
however, Miss Locke has the native in-
terest too much at heart, as bad it not
been for her inducing them to come in-
to Katanning from outlying districts
there would not have been as many onl
the relief list as there are at present.

That is tire chief effect of this class of
work. I would like to discontinue the
teaching system altogether. In regard to
whites who go to aborigines' camps anti
who are responsible for the half-castes, 1
may say that some of the best men I bare
ever ,met are apt to go into those camps
occasionally. While man is as he is and
woman is as she is, those men will go to
the aborigines' or other camps.

Mr. Thomson: Suich a man should he
made responsible for his actions.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD: No mat-
ter what responsibility may be put onl
him lie will still go there if hie has the
fnll blood of the .r~n in him,

Nfr. Thomson;- Make him pay for the
maintenance of the half-castes.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have to deal
with tile man as he is, and, not as hie
should he. I have seen them-hundreds
of them-go to those camps. They
go to the blacks' camps and they
will go there; hence the half-
castes, In regard to the school at
Qnairading. I declined to do more than
refer thle ,matter to Cabinet, and T told
the member who interviewed me that it
had my opposition. Cabinet does not
approve of the school, and I am still un-
favourablc to the establishment of any
more aborigines' schools. I appreciate
the remarks of the member for Katan-
fling.

Vote put and passed.
'iole-Chartes, £79,401:
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-

ary Mnmister) : In thle matter of chari-
ies, medical attendoince, end attendance
for tile infirm, the Government last year
expended £:245,198, or £7)1,000 in excess
of the figures for 1910-11. This itemr

accounts for some of our deficit, The pre-
seiit Estimates provide for an increase
of over £30,000 on last year's Estimates
so that in these directions the Govern-
ment are spending over £1.00,000 a year
more than the previous Administration.
Day after day I received minutes from
the Smperintendent of Charities request-
ing aid for women and children. I have
already overdrawn this item to the extent
of £000. However, we have to keep
these women and children and I will con-
tinue to sign approval for such minutes.
I think T ami doing only what the people
desire when F insist that women and
children shall not 'want for food or
clothing.

I~ein, Paymnents to women on whom
children airc dependent, £21,000:

Mr. MUNSLE: I congratulate the
Government on the stand they have taken
in) this connection and applaud the Min-
ister's statement that he is prepared to
continue granting this assistance to
women and children. Last year's vote
was £C19,000 and £20,729 was spent. This
year there is anl increase of £11,271.
Even if the deficit were twice the amount
it is, the Minister would be within his
rights in continuing this assistance. The
provision previously made 'was unreason-
able. When a woman was bereaved and
had children to suipport she hiad prac-
tically to take them to court and hand
them over to the control of the State be-
fore she could obtain any assistance. The
Labour Government have 'wiped out this
regulation and mothers are now per-
mitted to keep their own children.

Vote put and passed.
Vote--Ferries, jellties (Ifd lramumays,

£14,742-agreed to.
Vrote-.Fisheries, L9,,292:-
Mr. E. B. JOHNSTON: The admin-

istration of the Game Act has lately
attracted considerable attention in coun-
try districts, particularly in connection
with the high royalties charged on op-
possum, kangaroo, and other skins of
native game. Opossum skins are worth
7d. in the market and the royalty charged
is 3d. Brush kangaroo skins are worth
3d. and the royalty is Id. The trappers
represent thle poorest section of the corn-

1651



1652 ASSEMBLY.]

munity and in many instances are set-
tlers who in this way endeavour to earn
a few pounds. When the richest people
possessing thousands of pounds which
they can never expect to spend object to
paying a temporary tax of 15 per cent.
on their incomes, what right have the
Government to ask these poor people,
and even aborigines, to pay such heavy
royalties?

The Minister for Works: They have
only been enforced lately.

Mr. Thomson: But they are grossly
unfair.

M1r. E. B. JOHNSTON: They are in-
excusable. This is an example of the
danger of entrusting any Glovernment
to make regulations without the House
having anl opportunity to disallow them.

The Minister for Works: You had a
check on them.

Mir. E. B. JOHNSTON: We had not.
The Honorary Minister knows that when
these regulatins are laid on the Table
of the House it is perhaps a month or
six weeks afterwards before anyone
realises their effect. In the rush of
business at the beginning of the session
it is impossible to go through them all
and criticise them. These regulations
would never have had the force of law
to-day if the members of this House or
of another place had realised what they
had meant and the effect they were going
to have upon these poor people. The
people in my district complain about the
royalty and I am not able to justify it
in any way at all. I appeal to the Gov-
ernment to have this altered and to ad-
opt the proposal put forward by the
member for Katauning. In order to test
the feeling of the House, I intend to
move for a reduction of the vote so that
if the motion is carried the Government
will realise that it is an instruction to
them to alter this iniquitous royalty
which hears so heavily upon a poor sec-
tion of the community. I move-

That the v.ote be reduced to £292.
12 o'clock, midnight.
Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-

ary Minister): -If this amendment goes
on it will prevent any discussion on the
previous items on the Estimates.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
remarks made by the hon. member for
Will iams-Narrogin are wide from the
point at issue. His complaint is not justi-
fled. It shows that he has not been doing
his duty if he did not look at the regula-
tions when they were placed, on the Table
of the House. No regulations ever
brought before the House were brought
more before members than these regula-
tions o]1 the payment on skins. The first
regulations brought here dealing: with the
question the House refused to accept. It
was I think almost on the expression of
opinion of members in this House that
the regulations were issued that the pay-
ment should be at per skin instead of an
annual license fee. When regulations
have- been brought in, especially when
there has been so much discussion upon
them as upon these, any hon. member
should have seen whether the regulations
were in order and in accordance with the
expressed desires 7of the House at the
time.

Mr. E. 13. Johnston-, Do ynu think.
the regulations are fair?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
think they were fair at the time.

Ur. B. B. Johnston: Do you think they
are fair, now 9

The MNINISTER FOR WORKS:
There was exported from Western Aus-
tralia in 1910, £98,529 worth of opossum
and kangaroo skins. The position waL%
that in the North-West portion of the
State those persons who were exporting a
large quantity of skins, it war% reported
to the House, were persons who held
a license and used the aborigines ill the
district for the express purpose of kill-
ing kangaroos, and that these were getting
the benefit of the skins and the State
getting nothing whatever by way of
royalty or license fee, which it is expected
that kangaroo killers should have to pay.
This was pointed out and a return was
read to hon. members at the time.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: When was this?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
1913. it was Ipointed out that opossum
skins were being sold in London as high
as 7s. 9d. each. There was one Parcel
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of 243 skins and another of 97 which
brought an average of 7s. 9d. each. The
lowest price offered at the time was 3s.
Gd. per skin. Whether 3d. was too high
a royalty to pay ~hen skins were realis-
ing that price in London is a matter for
lion, members to decide.

Mr. Thomson: We are not dealing with
that price now.

The MIlliSTER FOR WORKS: The
skins were bringing such a price that
one gentleman took up an area of land
in the State for the express purpose of
starting a farm for opobsums. That 'waA
in the South-West. He saw that there
were large profits to be made and was
granted an area of land to be used ex-
clusively for this object. At the time
the regulations were &rought into exist-
enee they were well in keeping with the
revenue which was derived by the persons
who were selling the opossum skins. It
is only fair and just that the State should
receive some revenue from that business,

Air. E, B. Johnston: You have refused
to alter that since the conditions have
changed.

Tht MINISTER FOR WORKS: Dur-
ing the last month or two an alteration
has taken place. It is only since then.

Air- E. B. Johnston: Six months ago.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It

has not been felt for six months; at
any rate it is only during the
last few month~s that an alteration
has taken place. There has not been
such great hardship, therefore, so far as
it affects the royalty paid on the skins.
There was no objection on the part of
the hon. member at the time the regula-
lions were brought in. Hle must have
agreed that the royalty was a. fair one.

Mlr. E. B. Johnston: I did not. Trap-
ping of opossums for skins has absolu-
tely been prohibited during the last
three years.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: No
objections were lodged to the regula-
tions at the time. Now t-hat there has
been an alteration in the price, tem-
porarily, the hen, member asks im-
mediately that there should be some

charge and some alteration in the.
royalty.

AMr. E. B. Johnston: The Minister is
mis-representing the position,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Once
these regulations are altered, no matter
what the price of skins goes up to again
there will be great difficulty in bring-
ing the royalty up to a fair thing on
behalf of the State.

Mr. E. 1B. Johnston: The trapping of
opossums for skins has been stopped
for the last three years. The regulation
was not felt.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Only
in some parts.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: In the whole of
Western Australia.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
have had experience of regulatious and I
am wary in dealing with them. I think
it is far better for the time being that
the regulations should remain as they
are.

Mr. THOMSON: I cannot follow the
Minister in hia reasoning. I asked a
question in the House some time ago as
to whether the Government would con-
sider a charge on an ad valorem hasis
starting, say, at 10 per cent. Using the
Mvlinister's arguments that skins were
bringing 75s. per dozen it will be seen
that it would mean that at 10 per cent.
they would have had 71/d. on every
skin instead of 3d. as is being paid now.
It was, I think, never the intention of
the House to charge a percentage, which
it practically amounts to, on the price
that opossumn skins are bringing to-day or
that the man who traps these animals
should have to contribute 40 per cent.
of his takings to the Government for
royalty. On an ad izaloremn basis, as the-
price increaser, so of course does the
royalty which the Government receives
increase, and the lower the price the
trapper gets the lower would be the re-
turn to the Governmient- That is aL fair
and reasonable proposal. I am going to
support the amendment. It is simply
to voice our protest against these regu-
lations. 1 hope the Committee will sup-
port the motion. We do nob want to
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penalise any particular section of the
conmunity. Any regulation which pen-
alises any section of thle community to
the tune of 40 per cent, on their earnings
should be changed.

[11ir. Mleboiall took the Chair.]

Hon. B. H. UNDERWOOD (H1onor-
ary Minister) : I am sorry on behalf of
the Government that I cannot accept the
amendment, but I do accept it onl my own
behalf. There is some error about the
question of these regulations. I fought
this question and the Government which
1. Was Supporting to tho best of my
ability. I was allowed every opportuin-
ity and I persuaded thle House to dis-
allow the first regulations in regard to
licenses. Later onl, the then honorary
Minister, representing the Colonial Sec-
retary, brought down a scheme for a
royalty. I endeavoured to defeat the
Bill which gave power to bring in regu-
lations and I was beaten on it. So far
as the ad v~alorema tax is concerned, I
personally do not think it would work
at all. My own opinion is that we should
have no tax on either opossum. skins or
kangaroo skins. I know from experi-
ence in the North that kangaroos arc an
absolute pest, and we should never put
any restriction on the killing of a pest.
Those in-the South-West, who go in for
fruit growing, can possibly speak in a
stronger way in regard to the opossum
than I canl in regard to thle kangaroo. I
am in thorough sympathy with the hon.
mnember for WVilliams-Nanrogin and I
hope there are sufficient members in the
House to carry the amendment. It will
he sonmew hat extraordinary for a Min-
ister to Vote against his own Estimates;
but I feel inclined to do something extra-
ordinary. I do not think I amn in any
way disloyal to the Government in doing
so, or to the Colonial Secretary whose
Estimates I em trying to put through.
Members of the House know my
opinions and members of Cabinet also,
as I have endeavoured to get my
Opinions carried in Cabinet. I, there-
fore, claim that I am entitled to vote
for the amendment against jny Estimates.

Mr. JAMES OAIRDINER: It is a
peculiar position that the Mlinister in
charge of a particular department on the
Estimates should vote for a reduction of
Any item. The formal protest, if a pro-
test is required, is probably to reduce the
item by £2. This motion may prove Yery
inconvenient because a proportion of th e
voate may he already expended.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: The practice of
the House does not allow us to move a
reduction of £1 JIow.

'Mr. JAMES GAR DINER: If the
Honorary Minister says, it does not mat-
ter, very w~ell- It dues not matter to us.

Hon. R. H. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister) : I understood, Mr. Depuity
Chairman, that you would not accept an
amendment to reduce the item by £1.

The CHAIRMAN: I would accept an
amendment to reduce by a moderate
amount.

Mir, E. B1. JOHNSTON: I ask leave
to withdraw my amendment.

Amendinetil li leave withdrawn.
Air. E. B. JOHNSTON: I now move!-

That the lVote be reduced by E10.
Air. THOMSON: Having agreed to

pair with the Premier. I cannot vote for
the- amendment. hut I hope it will he
carried. The Regulations urgently require
amendment.

Mr. B. J. STUBBS: It is most un-
usual for a Minister in charge of Esti-
mates to support an adverse amendment.
I realise, however, tbat the Honorary
Minister holds strong opinions on this
question. Still, I trust the mover will
agree to withdraw the amendment, which
cannot achieve the object be has in view.
The hon. member can proceed by way of
a direct motion in the House on thle
subject.

Mr. E. B3. Johnston: My amend-ment
represents the recognised Parliamentary
practice, as the hon. member himself
knows.

Mr. B. J. STUBES: But the end in
view cannot be attained by this method.

Mr. THOMSON: Tn reply to a ques-
tion I asked in the Honse onl this subject,
the Government refused even to consider
the matter. Thle carrying of the amend-
ment -will he tantamount to a direction
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to Ministers to amend the existing regu-
lations.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
mover of the amendment and the member
for Katanning are both aware that there
is a proper method of dealing With) the
question. After receiving replies in the
House, the latter hon. member should
have given notice of a motion. The
bringing forward of the amendment at
this juncture amrounts to an attempt at
taking anl unfair advantage.

Amendment pt. and negatived.
Vote put aind ptssed.
Votes-Friendly Societies and Indus-

trial Arbitration, £64,078; Gaols, E£21,731;
flarbour and Lightt, £21,571; Lithio-
graphic,Z£6,8357; Lunacy, £651,918-agreed

l'{4e - Medical and Public Heallh,
£118,784:

mr. mPom SON: Although loth to
take tip the time of the Committee, I
must speak onl the subject of the estab-
lishment of mnaternity wards in country
hospitals, and this notwithstanding theo
present unfortunate condition of the
finances. At most country centres there
is a resident medical officer, who controls
the puhlic hospital and also conducts a
private hospital, The charge for treat-
anent (if a, maternit 'y case ill the latter it,
as a rule, beyond the means of settlers,
and1(1tl more so is the expense of £20
or £C30 involved in visitingr the Capital
for professional attendance. A sum of
£:100, it is estimated, would suiffice, for the
installation of a maternity ward in a
country hospital. I do no t suggest that
treatment should be gratuitous, but it
might be given at a reasonable fee, and
the Government might also fix the resi-
dent medical 'officer's fee for attendance
onl a maternity case, I need but refer to
the grave risks which are incurred by the
wvomenfolk of settlers in the busb. It is
to he feared that many valuable lives
have been lost owing to the lack of
maternity wards in country hospitals;
and T earnestly commend may suggestion
to the Governm~ent, the more so because
the establishment of a maternity' hospital
forms part of their programme.

Mfr. HARRISON: I desire to support
the giving of assistance to maternity
nurses. We should train nurses for bush
work, so that they might go out to homes.
This is very important in the outback
districts.

Mr. CARPENTER: 1 want to call the
Minister's attention to the abnormally
long hours a section of the employees in
the Fremantle hospital have to be on duty.
I know that the general policy of the
Government is to observe the eight hours
principle wherever practicable, and that
policy has the general endoisement of
the House. I am aware that there are
certain occupations where it would not
be practicable to put the policy into oper-
ation. bnt in the case to which I referred
there are men whose hours on duty have
reached something like 90 per week. The
hospital affairs are managed by a board,
but the institution is under Government
control, and if the board are not carrying
out the general policy of the Government,
and grievances of this kind exist, it should
be the duty of the Minister to bring sonic
pressure to bear upon the board, to com-
pel them to get somewhere near the policy
of the Government. If the pay were com-
mensurate with the long hours which sonic
of the men work, there might he soeex
cuse, but in the case of a man like the
lodge-keeper, his hours average 90 per
week. Attending to the telephone is part
of his duty, and hie is liable to be called
uip at any hour of the night. It is safe
to say that the actual time lie gives to the
work of the hospital is sometimes 100
hours a week.

Mr. ROBINSON: There has been gen-
eral comment in regard to the wish that
the Gove rnment should establish a ma-
ternity hospital. I understand that it is
proposed to make a start in that direction
by adding a wing to the Perth public
hospital. But the authorities agree that
the combination of a maternity hospital
with the general work of a public hospital
is undesirable.

The Minister for Works: It is being
done on the recommendation of the au-
thorities.

Mr. ROBINSON: At the Perth hospi.
tat, additional accommodation is needed,



1656 [ASSEMBLY.]

but we should not add to it a maternity
ward. I understand that the Government
have had plans prepared for a three-
storeyed wing, but that they are only
going to make a comencement with one
storey. If they are going to do that, they
will only be adding to the ultimate coSt.

Mr. TAYLOR: I desire to express
pleasure at the vote which the Govern-
mnent have provided for the Perth public
hospital. Last year we spent something
like £19,580, and the hoard estimated that
£22,000 would he required this year. The
growing necessities of the institution are
realised, and the board, after careful con-
siderat ion, prepared their estimate ac-
cordingly. The Government have pro,-
videl £20,000 this year, which, taking in-
to consideration the state of the finances,
is a very liberal amount. As chairman
of the board, I think it is only my duty
to say that the Government have done
-all they can to meet our wishes
and requirements, and to give an
assurance that the Board will do
all they can to spend that money wisely
and in the best interests of those who are
sent to the institution for treatment. In
regard to the maternity ward, I do not
know anything about the intentions of
the Government, but within the last day
or two we have had some indications from
the Minister as to what it is proposed ' o
do. I am pleased to know that the medi-
cal profession -who were opposed to the
erection of a maternity ward in close
proximity to the general hospital, no
longer object to the intentions of the Gov-
enment, and they are satisfied, I under-
stand, that the maternity ward can be
placed in the same grounds, without any
danger. In regard to the future admin-
istration of the institution, I have gone
into the matter and find that it may re-
quire another junior resident officer, ten
more nurses, and two more domestic ser-
vants. There is ample riaom. in the
grounds for the maternity ward. and
there will be a large space between it and
the other wards, which, I venture to say,
will not be filled for the next eight or
ten years. If the maternity ward were
conunted as a separate institution, addi-
tional expense would be involved. We

have had experience of the cost of coni-
ducting institutions in this way, but 1 %In
not desire to express any opinion on the
matter, because it is one which rests en-
tirely with the Government. The Women's
Service Guild. are against the maternity
ward being erected in the grounds of the
hospital. They are of opinion that there
should be a separate women's hospital.
The surgical and gynaecological sides of
the hospital are overcrowded, and when
the maternity wing is built no doubt or-
ran gements will be made to treat gynae-
cological cases there. When this relief is
given to the other portion of the hospital
it will be a great advantage. These
things can only be econo mically adminis-
tered by having them centred, as it is the
desire of the Govern ment to do. I am
grateful to the Government for their
generosity to the Perth public hospital.

Hon, R. HI. UNDERWOOD (Honor-
ary Minister): Personally I have strong
symnpathies with the women in the back
country. I believe that maternity wards
at the various hospitals would be of con-
siderable advantage, although, speaking
of my own knowledge of Marble Bar,
they have not been of the fullest advan-
tage to the women. If we had the money,
and if I could be assured that those for
whom the wvards are to be erected would
reap the full benefit, the wards would be
erected. The member for Canning (Mr.
Robinson) advocates a maternity hospital,
the wiping out of the deficit, and no extra
taxation. He cannot get all three. I ani
iii sympathy with the proposition that
Govern 'uent employees should have eight
hours whenever practicable. However, I
would like the member for Fremantle
(Mr. Carpenter) to formally bring the
matter under my notice in the office. We
already provide on the Estimates for dis-
trict nurses. On this item, £476 was ex-
pended last year, and this year we esti-
mate that the expenditure will be £700.
Although we have not gone as far as may
be desirable, yet -we have done all that
can be reasonably expected in the pre-
sent state of affairs. In regard to the
ward at the Perth Public Hospital, the
wember for Mt. 'Margaret (Mr. Taylor)
advises us to pause. That is about all we
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caii promise him just now. We are de-
sirous of building the ward, but it must
be built in such a wvay that on some
future occasion, when a women's hospi-
tal is erected elsewhere, it may be useful
for the general purposes of the hospital.

Item, Mlaternity-Fees, district nnrses,
grants ia aid, £700:

Mr. FOLEY: These maternity wards
would be of great benefit in many hos-
lpitals. In outback districts are many
nurses naturally qualified to take on ma-
ternity work, but as the result of the res-
trictions placed on that class of work, it
is only in Perth and Fremantle that those
nurses can attend qualifying lectures and
pass their examinations. Doctors situated
iii remote districts should be permitted to'
deliver the necessary lectures, and exa-
mination facilities should be provided for
the nurses. It is a duty we owe to
those nurses.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
regard to the restrictions placed on the
iiurses, it will be remembered that this
Chamber passed an amendpient to the
Health Act reducing the period of train-
ing for midwifery nurses, but another
place rejected the Bill. The existing law
undoubtedly imposes a hardship on some
of the nurses. If it could be altered by
regulation we would have done it. The
Trained Nurses' Association have put a
rope round their own necks.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Observatory, £1,944; Police,

£137,3530; Printing; Public Gard ens,
£2,748- agreed to.

Vote-Registry, £9,:
Item, Registrar General and Govern-

ment Statistician, £528:
Mr. FOLiEY: The duty of a public

servant is to serve the State and refrain
from entering into any political contro-
versy. During the last elections, when
party feeling ran high, and Mr. Cole-
batch was vigorously slating the Govern-
ment, the Government Statistician gave
to the newspapers a statement bearingm
on the inflation of the rolls. This is the
first opportunity I have had of exclaim-
ing again this action on the part of a
public servant, and as a protest I move-

That the itemn be reduced by £1.

This will be a lesson to all public servants
to mnind their own business, and not enter
into political discussions.

The CHAIRILAN: I cannot accept an
amendment for such a small a~mount.

Mr. FOLEY: Under the Standing Or-
ders I do not think YOU can question it.

Th le -Minister for Works: Why reduce
it?

A]r. FOLEY: Having entered my pro-
test, I ask leave to withdraw the amend-
ment.

Ameiidment by leave withdrawn.
Vote put and passed.
Votes-State Dairy Farm, £-3,206;

State Steamship Service, £90,200-
agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of the
Colonial Secretary's department.

Department of Works aind Industries
(Hon. W. C. Angwiti, Minister).

Vote-Public W~orks and Buildings,
£265,347:

The MINISTER FOR WORKS [1.0]:
But for a desire to make an explanation
regarding the State trading concerns, I
might hare allowed the vote to be passed
without speaking. It is unnecessary to
review the work of the department dur-
ing the past year as the report has been
placed before members. It may he de-
sirable to direct attention to the item ofl
salaries. The total appropriation for
salaries last year was £54,326 and the
actual expenditure was £48,763. The
cost of administration was 4.466 per centi.
as against 4.057 per cent, in the previouls
year. Thus there has been a small in-
crease in the cost of administration as;
compared with 1912-13. The Estimates
provide for salaries £47,280. In this
amount £37,260 is provided on Loan and
Property Trust Estimates, leaving
£10,020 to come from revenue. This re-
presents a slighlt redaction on the amount
for the previous year. The sum pro-
vided fromn revenue for public works and
buildings is £156,327 and from Property
Trust Account, £C66,879. The principal
items arc-buildings, £103,709;, harbours
and rivers, V20,750; bridges. £12,760;
sewerage to public buildings, £20,000;
subsidies to local. authorities, £36,500.
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In the amount provided for buildings,
£57,831 is for the erection of school build-
ings and teachers;' quarters, and £10,157
for additions and repairs to hospitals.
During, the present time of stress, thle
Government have very reluctantly been
compelled to reduce the amount paid by
way of subsidy to local authorities. From
my knowledge of these bodies a fair per-
centage of them did not expect any
suhsidy this year;, some of them indeed
have endeavoured to make provision to
do without it. 1 hope that when times
again become normal the subsidy will be
paid in full as in the past. The local
authorities earn, on a. wvork which is not
sufficiently appreciated by the public.
Very few people who have not engagedl
in the work realise what is being done
by roads boards and municipalities. The
charges made by the Public 'Works De-
partment for freights on fodder, fer-
tiliser, grain ec-,1 over railways uinder
construction have formed the subject of
considerable criticism during the past
week or two. Thfks criticism has been
levelled at the present Government hut
the rates cha~rg-ed are about 50) per cent.
less than were charged onl railways. un-
decr construclion prior to our taking
othece.

li-on. J,. Mitchell: But von take so
lonnz to comlplete new railways.

l'Ie MINISTER FOR WORKS: Most
of the railways at present under con-
strietion are being run at a losrs. The
co0at to the department from the 1%t July
1914 to thne :31st Januaryv 191.5 was
£6,397, while line revenue was onlly
£3,700. a loss of £2,59S. While we are
running railways under construction at
suchl a loss, it would be unfair to ask for
any further reduction in rates. The rate
for grain and fertiliser carried a distance
of 50 miles- on our working railways is
(is. 3d. per ton. The rate in Vogue prior
to the present Government taking office
was 16s. 8d, per ton and under our ad-
ministration the rate is 9s. 5d. per ton
for the same distance over railways uin-
der constnnction. For 120 miles the
'Working Rahilways charge 9s. 7d. The
rate charged by the previous Government
onl railways under construction was 40s.

and the charge by the present Govern-
ment is 14s, 5d. per ton. Thus we have
made a very great reduction in these
rates.

Hon. J. Mitchell: But you maitaini
those rates; for years.

[Mr. Holman resumed the ('hair.]
'The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The

ex-Minister for Works made a mistake
when lie pushied onl the plate-laying far
ahead of the hallasting in order that set-
tlers; might have an opportunity to nse
the lines and be relieved of the necessityv
for carting. Though the rails were being'
laid, considerable time elapsed before the
ballasting could be done. The Mfinister
mnight have insisted on completing one
portion of the line as -was formerly tim
practice instead of thus endeavouring to
assist the settlers. There are very few
lines at present under construction. The
'Won gan Hills-'MVullewa, Brookton-Kun-
jin and Yillimining-Kondinin lines are
inearing completion and it is expected
they -will be takcen over by thie Working
Railways in a few weeks. Good progress
is being made with the Bolgart extension,
the Wyalestchem-MNt. Marshall and the
Wagin-BRowelltig lines. These represent
the only railways authorised With the ex-
ception of those for which measures have
been passed this session. Referring to
our trading concerns, the State brick-
works have been equipped at an ap-
proximate cost of £25,000 and I hope
that, in a few weeks, operat ions will be
commenced to make bricks, principally
to enable thie Government to carry on the
erection of public buildings, A Hoff-
mnann kiln with a capacity of 220.000
bricks per week has been erected. About
1,200,000 bricks have been made and
used for the erection of the kiln and
other buildings at the works. Of this
nulmber only slightly over 200,000 have
been used for the erection of workers'
homes. I regret that this kiln is not al-
ready in working order. It was expected
that it would be ready to start operations
at the end of last year. Unfortunately
the arrival of a]] engine ordered from
England was delayed in consequence of
the war. The engine is now on the works
and in a few weeks we should be turningo
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out all the bricks required for Govern-
ment buildings.

Ur. A. A. Wilson: What wiUl be the
cost?7

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS
From 35s. to 40s. per thousand.

Mr. Thomson: At the kiln?
rThe MINISTER FOR WORKCS: I

am niot sure. There has been some dis-
eussion regarditig thle State Machinery
and Implement Works and I regret that
tile position has not been placed fairly
before the public. The works have niot
been shown in their proper light and
many people have been allowed to believe
that these works, instead of being of
some benefit to the State are incurring a
large loss and contributing heavily to-
wards thre deficit of which we have heard
so macli from the Opposition. For
years prior to the starting of the small
portion of the works known as the im-
plement works, the Works Department
had at Fremantle the engineering and
harbour workshops. No one know
whether those workshops wvere beneficiall
to the State or not. No accounts were
kept and no information was produced
to Parliament, though most of the work
done there was done for the Government.

Hon. J. 'Mitchell: We do not know
muciei ow.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS:
When it was decided that the Govern-
inent should start implement works and
provide for the manufacture of agricul-
tural implements for the State and to
stop importation, the engineers, after a
conference, recommended to the Govern-
ment, instead of running two engineering
shops, that it would be a saving to the
State to have joint works under one
management. This has been brought
about, as lion. members are aware, at
North Fremantle,

Hon. J1. Mitchell: And will prove ex-
pensive, too, by the look of things.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It
will be seen directly whether that is so.
In dealing with the first year's operations
of these implement works, I am sure that
many members of the public, and also
many hon. members of Parliament, do
not understand the works thoroughly.

They do niot know what they really ac-
complish. Perhaps, therefore, I might
utse a few figures to show them. For the
year ended the 301h June, 1914, the im-
plements turned out were numerically
small in comparison with the other work
-carried out in this factory. The total
value of the implements and parts sold
for thie first year-during the time the
work was under eonstruetion-ainounted
to only £7,082 19s. 4d,

Hon. J, Mitchell : The manag-er said
it was £5,552.

Thle MINISTER FOR WVORKS: Per-
hiaps that is a different datte. This, how-
ever, is the right date. Other engineering
works, principally) for thle State and the
Commonwealth. amounted to £C46,164
l18s. 3d. Hon. memhers will see that
the value of implements manufactured
there -was very small in comparison with
the valuie of the other works.

lu. J. M1itchlell: It took 600 mnen to
do that match.

Tile MINISTER FOR WORKS: I amn
very pleased to state that in the secondi
year, though we have had a drought, and
rhough- farmers have cancelled their or-
ders?. the sales, so far as agricultural imi-
plements arc concerned, have increased
bvcr three-fold, It is encouraging at a

time like this. 'I urn also pleased to say'
that M0 per- cent. of the amnout of the
bills of the farmers who tur1chased imn-
rleinents was met when the bills hecame
due this year. It is a mnatter of regret,
I think, that thle balance sheet for thie
year ended the 30th June last has not yet
been placed before thle Mouse. The Agri-
cultural Department have, however, pre-
pared a profit and loss account, or- bal-
ance sheet, which at the present time is
in the hands of the auditors.

Hon. J. M1itchell: Then we will get it
next year.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: The
receipits last year, according to the state-
mnt which has been prepared and is now
heing- aLtdited, the sales of stock amnounted
to £74,615. The expenditure by wages,
stores. etc., amounted to £71,052, leaving
a gross profit of £2,575,

Honl. J. Mitchell: Did you sell thle stuff
to the Government, principallyi
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The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: After
paving head of-Bce expenses, interest and
sin king fund, it left us last year, whilst
the works were still under construction,
with a net loss of £1,626. Taking every-
thing into consideration, I am of opinion
that this has been a splendid result so far
as these works are concerned, especially
in view of the fact that this has taken
place during the time they wvere under
construction. Out of this amount, which
shows a loss, there is no less a sum than
C2,220 which has been paid by way of
interest, sinking fund and depreciation.

Hon. J1. Mlitchell: Of course you must
pay interest.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I
venture to say that there is not one corn-
jaiy in Western Australia which, under
situilar conditions, has ever paid a divi-
dTend, which is what interest amounts to,
from the time the works have been under
construction. In this case, although we
made a small loss of £1,600, £2,200 has
been paid by way of interest and sinking
fund during the time the works were un-
der construction. We have erected there
works which are self-contained in almost
every respect, buildings having a floor
space of approximately 256,000 feet hav-
ing been erected. The capital cost up to
30th June, 1914, was £58,828. Since the
comnxcnee~ment of this finanicial year, up
to the present, the works have fulfilled
sufficient orders to keep employed (up to
a few weeks ago, fully emnployed) ap-
proximately 600 employees. 1 maintain
that a work of this description is one
which needs fostering by thle people of
the State, and needs all the support that
it can possibly get from members of this
House. in addition to the Slate require-
nments which are manufactured there, 30
hopper wagons have been built for the
C'omimonwealth Gov-ernment, and we have
besides turned out about £24,000 worth
of' agricultural machinery. This is not
including the present stock of agricul-
tural machinery which has been sold to
the farmers of the State. Seeing that
less than two years have elapsed since
the works came into existence, it shows
how much has been done in this direction.
I thought that hon. members would like

to have an idea, seeing that we are ex.-
periencing bad times through the drought
and the war, of the position of the works
up to the 31st January this year, and I
asked the officers to prepare a statement
for mne. I did so for this reason. Corn-
nments were made early this month in re-
gard to the usual monthly accounts pub-
lished in the West Australian newspaper.
They were scattered broadcast, not only
through Western Australian but through
the Eastern States as well, and showed
that the Government State Implement
Works wvere incurring a loss of approxi-
inately £E50,000. The statement of expen-
diture which was published in accordance
with the Oovernment' report of receipts
and. expenditure in the West Australian
shows that the expenditure uip to 31st
January has been £81,290, and the rev-
ernie brought to account £31,230. That
is the bald statement which has been made
to the public and consequently the people
are led to believe from a statement of that
sort, which is made without qualifications,
that works of this description are a heavy
loss to the community- it is no wonder
that even the hon. member for Ifleverley
(Mr. Wanshrough) can get up and recom-
mend that, in order to wipe out our de-
ficit, we should stop these trading con-
cerns. when a statement like this is put
before him without any qualifying state-
mnents being published in the Press-

Hon. J. Mitchell: Who published the
figuresi

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
figures are published from the actual ex-
penditure from the Treasury and the
actual receipts brought in. The espendi-
tare to the 31st January was £81,299.
These are the Treasury figures. Store.;
and sundry creditors outstanding arc
estimated at £5,000, and wages outstand-
ing at £1,200. On the revenue side, the
revenue brought to account as revenue
paid to the Treasury on the 31st Jan-
uary wvas £31,230; debts owing by the
general public amounted to £14,723 and
debts owing by the State Government
for other departmental works carried
out amounted to £14,797.

Mr. Heitmaun: Why do they not pay
these debtsi
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* The MI,\iSTER FOR WORKS: They
wvill have to pay in the long run. Owing
by the Commonwealth Government there
is a sum of £C2,224, and all these figures
total £31,744. The implements manu-
factured and parts on hand of imple-
ments, and parts in course of construc-
tion, are of an estimated value of
£29,560. 1 may add that the estimated
value of the stock which has been arrived
at during the last week or -two, namely,
£29,000, is a. very conservative one in-
deed. Jobs in hand and works partly
done amount to £11,700; pipes in stock
for the Water Supply Department,
£2,000; a total of £43,260, or a total am-
ount of earnings by the works for the
seven months of £106,234, which leaves a
credit balance for the time of approxi-
mately £18,735, to meet our current ex-
penses, offices, interest, sinking fund, etc.
T'his shows that if this statement had
been made qualifying the report which
was put into the Press, it would have
placed the implement works in a totally
different light to that in which the gen-
eral public have been led to regard them.

aIt is not necessary for me at this late
hour to give the charges mnade for mach-
inery. Hon. members opposite are
aware that the charges have been con-
siderably below what would have been
charged hy private people prior to our
starting the works. The next works
which are shown on the Estimates are the
Boya quarries. The full financial posi-
tion of this wvork under the Trading Con-
cerns Act has already been placed on the
Table for the penisal of hon. members.
This shows a small loss on the year of
a little over £200. I want to say that the
material, or a greater portion of it, that
came from the quarries was used on
public works at less cost than was paid
previously to private persons supplying
the Government. Another large under-
taking in connection with our State trad-
ing concerns is the sawmills. It is Dot
the first time the subject has been men-
tioned here. The attitude of some hon.
members reminds me of an old gentleman
I knew in Western Australia who was
between 70 and 80 years of age, who used
to say that he was still a young man and

he said it so often that at last he got to
believe it himself. The same thing ap-
plies to some of our friends opposite.
They are fond of asserting that the State
trading con cerns are losing very heavily,
and if they continue making that asser-
tion they will believe it to represent a fact,
presently. Although I am cutting my
remarks short, I think it only fair that
I should briefly indicate to the Committee
the position of the State sawmills. Dur-
ing the past day or two a good deal has
been heard about the timber industry.
Certain hon, members of Parliament, it
appears, are convinced that the sole
means of saving the timber industry of
Western Australia is to out down the
wages of the workers employed in it.

Hon. J. Mitchell: No.
Mr. Thomson:; Not at all. No one has

said that.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: But

I say yes. Further, the opinion is ex-
pressed that it is indispensably neces-
sary to reduce those railway rates, and
wharfage charges which, for the present
at all events, represent the just rights of
the State,

Mr. Thomson: No member of the
Assembly has said that.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: My
statement was that certain members of
Parliament had said so, I read in to-
day's West Augtralian a statement deal-
ing with the timber industry, and from
that statement I learn that one firm is
extremely desirous of bringing about a
reduction of £C1 per load in the f~o.h.
cost of its timber. The idea of the firm
in question, so far as I can gather, is
that this reduction should be obtained at
the expense of the workers' -wages and of
the State's revenue. In other words, the
firm's proposal is that the workers should
reduce their wages, and that the Govern-
ment shonid cut down rail freights and
wharfage charges, to such an extent that
the saving stated may be secured in the
firm's cost of product ion.

Mr. Taylor: What argument does the
company put up in support of that pro-
positioni

The M1INISTER FOR WORKS: That
at the present cost of output Orders are
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not obtainable. I to-day asked the man-
ager of our State sawmills to furnish
some information as to the effect of that
company's proposal, if carried out, on the
State's revenue and the employees'
wages; and I desire to read to the Comn-
tmittee portion of the manager's observa-
tions-

A demand is made for the reduction
of 20s. a load in Lot. costs. It is es-
timated that so far as Millars are con-
cerned the Government collect,
roughly, on an average, on each load
of timber shipped, in rents, railage,
and wharfage, approximately, 15s. per
load. The cost to the State in royalt,
railage, and wharfage, so far as our
mills are concerned, is £1 6s. 9d.

This higher cost, I should explain, is due
to the greater distance at which the State
savwill are situated from the ports, as
compared -with the mills of the company
in question.

The Government could not make a
20s. per load reduction out of what
they earn. It is generally admitted
that the actual wages incurred and
paid in producing a load of timber at
the mills, exclusive of hauling, is about
27s. per load. (Hauling has been ex-
eluded from this, as the present price
of fodder renders any reduction here
absolutely impossible: in fact, costs
have gone up considerably.) We no".
arrive at the following position:-

Collected by Government. per
load of timber (estimated) .90 15 0

Paid in wages in producing, per
load of timber ---... Xt 7 0

Total per load X. 2 2 0

How is it lpossible to make reduc-
tions of 20s. per load in these costs4!

From the figures I have quoted it will
be seen that so far as the State is con-
cerned we could not cut down the work-
ers' wages suffliently to meet the reduc-
tion demanded by the timber company.
That would mean enormous reductions in
wages. In fact, the decrease of 16s. per
load in the cost, which was first asked,
would involve a wages cut of approxi-
mately 33 per cent. A good deal is

made of the wages bill paid by the com-
pany. It is claimed that Western Aus-
tralia most retain its timber trade at,
practically, any cost, for the reason that
a certain company is disbursing £25,000
per month in wages. But the Govern-
ment have also been paying wages to
timber workers - wages averaging
£27,000 per month during the period
from October to December; and during
the month of January a total sum of
£C21,300 was expended by the State in
timber -wages. So that the State also
is doing something to maintain the hard-
wood industry. Then, a complaint has
been made that the expenditure on the
State Sawmills to the 30th December
last exceeded the revenue by approxi-
mately £100,000; and it is argued that
but for this excess of expendituare on the
State's timber enterprise the deficit
would have been correspondingly lower.
But I ask hon. members to bear in mind
t-hat the excess of £100,000 in question
arose largely from the action of the
Govenment in assisting a number of
hewers -whom the private timber com-
panies of this State had thrown out, of
employment. Consequently, an asset
is there in the shape of hewn sleepers
against that excess-an asset which,
there is every reason to expect, will
in the near future return to the State a
profit. Generally as to the operations of
the State's timber business, I have asked
the officers concerned to prepare me a
statement showing the position as at the
:3lst December, 1914, which statement I
shall read to the Committee. Hon. mem-
bers: are in possession of the And itor
General's report on the working of the
sawmills up to the 30th June last, and
they know that the profit for the finan-
cial year which closed on that date was
between £2,000 and £3,000. Seeing that
seven months of the current financial
year have expired, I called for an interim
balance sheet covering the period of six
months up to the end of December last.
I did this for the express purpose of
showing hon. members that, while the
sawmilliug- enterprise ba bad an effect
on the deficit, yet that enterprise has an
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asset which will eventually go to wipe
off a not inconsiderable portion of the
deficit. The figures of the interiml bal-
ainee sheet are as follow:-

To Balance due to Treasury on 1St July, 1914 18,108

Exzpendirtre r July to 3st Drecem-
be, 1914 .......... 214,218

£232,340

December 3.-To Balune duo to Treasury .. 69,183
Sundry Creditors . . 15,000

11,1S3
Gross Profit.........10,084

E1 30,207

By Revenue, l1t July to 3sat Decenm-
ber, 1914

,,Balance due to Treasury

Sundry Debtors-
Federal Government
State Government
Public -

Stoks-
Karlr.[
Jarnth Sleepers
Sawn Jarrab
Mill Stores
General Stem
Forage

£ £

r&eies
98,183

£232,.'140

14,824

3,164
29 ,000

.13,141
* .79,118

50a)
4,200
3,170
1,140

101.267

Hon. J. Mitchell: flut you have not
sold the timber yet.

The 'MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
lion, member must not make any mistake
on. that point. This interim balance
sheet proves conclusively that so far as
regards the present position of the State
timber enterprise the Committee need
have little fear or anxiety. The sawmills
and the implement works represent the
two largest of the new State trading con-
cerns, and I am thoroughly satisfied in
my own mind that both will, on the 30th
June. 1015. show a profit to the State. I
have a large amount of additional in-
formation which, but for the lateness of
the hour, would have been of interest to
hion. members. I do not think it advis-
able to detain the Committee, but I wish
to assure hon. members that our saw-

mills have orders which will keep them
employed well kip to June; and there is
no doubt the GoN erment will obtain their
share of future orders, equally with pri-
vote companies engaged in the timber in.
dustry. In spite of the injury done to
the lpowellised karri trade by the actions
of the late Federal Government, we are
quite satisfied that the time is not far
distant when other countres wvill share our
well-grounded conviction that in the very
important respects of resistance to dry
rot and white ants powellised karri is
superior even to jarrab. In this connec-
tion I may specially remark that the re-
port of the Commissioner of Railways on
the powelfised karri sleepers laid in the
Port Hedland-Marbie Bar railway is en-
tirely favourable. I must briefly refer
to a statement which has been made that
so far as export of sleepers to Great
Britain is concerned, the cost of produc-
tion here is too high to permit of our
competing in the Home market. Up to
the present very few Western Austra-
lian sleepers, either .Jarrah or karri, have
been used in British railways; hut we
hope, whantever the experience of the tim-
ber companies may hare been in this
respect, that the Stats Sawmills will
succeed in inducing the Home railway
authorities to adopt Western Australian
timbers for sleepering purposes. Hav-
ingr regard to the lateness of the hour,
I do not feel justified in occupying more
of the time of the Committee. I trust
lion. members- will pass these Estimates
quickly.

lion. J. MITICHELL (Northam)
F1.43]: Hon. members will not, I hope,
pas these Votes as quickly as the Minis-
ter for Works desires. So much requir-
ing reply and criticism has been uttered
by the hion. gentleman, that I fear we shall
remain here for a long time yet. Seem-
ingly, the Minister has been very frank
in giving figures relative to the various
Sl ate enterprises under his control. In-
deed, the Minister has been almost too
frank and open. For my part, however,
I am by no means so satisfied as he ap-
pears to be that the State's timber mills
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will show a profit when they have realized
their stocks. It is easy, of course, to
bring out a profit when one puts one's
own value on one's own stock. But the
limber stocks have not yet been sold;
they are still lying at the mills. Further,
the mills are to-day carrying heavy stocks
of small building scantlings. Again, I
should have liked to hear from the Minis-
ter something about the powellising busi-
ness: for instance, how much has actually
been paid to Mr. Bethell, and, for the
sake of comparison, how much would
have been paid to that gentleman under
the royalty agreement which obtained in
the time of the Liberal Government. I
fancy that if the Minister goes into the
question he will discover that the Labour
Government's agreement with Mr. Bethell
has cost the country two or three thous-
and pounds more per annum than would
have been payable had the Works Depart-
ment been operating under the terms of
the royalty agreement which was in force
when the present -Government camne into
office. It is said that instructions were
issued that any man who was not a union-
ist was not to be employed in the timer
industry after the 1st A ugust last.

The Minister for Works: Preference
was to be given to unionists, all other
thing-, being equal.

Hen. J. M1ITCHELL: 1 am sorry to
hear that that principle is being applied
to State trading concerns. The Govern-
ment have spent hundreds of thousands
of pounds on these works, money which
ought to have been expended throughout
the country in the building of railways,
in financing the Agricultural Bank, and
in other ways in connection with the
legitimate work of government. The
timber industry might easily have been
left to private enterprise. Then month
after month we were told that the State
brick works were to begin turning out
bricks, and one hon. member informed us
last session that these works were going
to lift us out of our financial difficulties
by yielding profits of millions. Yet it
is only to-day that the Minister is talking
of making the first bricks for the public.

The State Implement Works received a
revenue of £95,000 for the year, and we
find that there are 1118 men employed
there. If each man draws an average
wage of £3 per week it will require
96,000 to pay them all. How then can
the Minister expect to make a profitY

Mr. R. B. Johnston: There may be
assets in stock.

Hon. J. MITCHELL. These Imple-
ment Works are doing repairing and
other wvork for the departments.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the season had been
good they would not have been able to
supply all the implements which would
have been required.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: The implements
sold up to June last would not have
kept twenty men emiployed. I think
there is a grave daniger that we are pay-
ing more for the work done by the Gov-
ernment than would be the case if we
called tenders for it. When the Minister
appointed Mr. Davis as manager of the
Implement Work;, there were 150 men
employed doing necessary repairs and
other work, and now there are 618. Why
has this great number been added I

The Minister for Works: Because you
closed the pipe works and we opened
them up again.

Hon. J. MITCHELIJ: The Minmstei
cannot claimi that he has made a legiti-
mate profit out of these works. I would
point out that we imported this year
from the Eastern States £90,000 worth
of agricultural machinery of Australian
origin, and it is the biggest quantity that
the State has ever imported.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That shows that there
is room for the implement works.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: According to
the manager's showing we sold £5,500
worth of pachinery up to the 30th June
last. We find that there are binders in-
eluded, and the Government are merely
agents for these hinders. We hope that
when the Minister comes down again with
his Estimates he will be able to produce
balance sheets for every concern run by
the Government.
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The Minister for W~orks: All except
one are on the Table of the House.

Hion. J. MITCHELL: The Minister
told us that thle Government were charg-
ing lower freights on lines under con-
struction than was the ease before. Let
me tell him that before their time lines'
were constructed rapidly nd were
handed over to the Working R1ailway~s
without delay. We find that the Won-
gai iils-Mullewa railway has taken
three years to construct and is not fin-
ished yet. The Government are charging
such high rates on it at the present time
that the line cannot be wade use of by
the settlers. Therefore the Goverumeni
are incurring a considerable loss of re-
venue. The mines at Meekatharra are
buying timber and hauling it ninety
miles further than they would have to
haul it if they bought it from the people
at Morawa, which is on the Wengan
Hulls-Mullewa line, and that is only be-
eaus,; of the excessive fiiigbL The line is
turning away traffic, and of cours the
private railway company are reaping the
benefit.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: And settlers are
being ruined.

Hon. J. MITCHELL: Exactly. In
conclusion, I only wish to say that I do
not agree with the Minister's, methods of
making up his accounts, but I hope his
expectations will be realised.

Mr. McDOWALL (Coolgardie) [1* 55J:
We must congratulate the Minister on
hisreP"ici Statement in connection
with the Works Department, and also
for the satisfactory stat ament he baa
placed before us regarding the trading
concerns. Of course the member for
Northanm states that nothing should
have been spent in connection with
the trading concerns, but that the money
should have been devoted to what he
calls the development of the country.
I desire to complete some remarks I
made regarding the general Estimates
and in connection with the Works De-
partment. I certainly think that the
accounts dealing with the railway. under
construction should be much clearer

than they are. For instance, if we
want to find out anything in regard to
railwayst under construction, we must
search amongst the various items in
the Public Accounts, that is, we must
look up Reimbursements in aid ad
other services. ConsiderinA, that the
railways are the principal concerns in
the country, it is advisable that we
should know exactly how they stand.
In speaking the ether night itjnxight
have been thought that I was dissatis-
fied with the accounts of the working
railways. It was not however my in-
tention to convey such an idea at all.
I,.am satisfied with the splendid state-
ments which have boen presented. They
are perfect in every pea ;ible way. Wihat
I do object to is that we do not seem
to know where we are so far as the rail-
ways generally are concerned. Lot me
take the document which has arrived
only to-day, and in it we see that the
cost of construction and the equipment
of the railways opened for traffic on the
30th June, 1914, was £15,878,852, and
substantial profits ara) revealed. But
t hat is not correct. I want to show
that we should not live in a fool's para-
dise for that is what we are doing. We
are allowing ourselves to believe that
we are getting a surplus in connection
with the railways, whereas we are con-
tributing towards them out of the
general revenue of the State. In the
Working Railways report for 1910, we
find that the receipts amounted to
£1,637,334; but according to the Public
Accounts for the same year the receipts
were £1,049,397, and on consulting Sir
Newton Moore's summary in connection
with railways not handed over, we
learn that the amount was £C1,665,400.
In. view of these discrepancies one won-
ders where the error may be. To get
any information about the Railways
it is necessary to search in all sorts of
ttnlikely places. Thus, in the Public
Account., we discover that the traffic;
receipts of railways under construction'
amounted to £12,047, and we find other
items under Reimbursements-in-Aid.
I have tried to secure information re-
garding the Railways for the past tea
years in order to see where we stand.
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The Minister for Works:- YOU would
not get that from " Railways under
Construction."

Mr. MoDOWALL: After consider-
able trouble I have secured the figures
as far as possible. The position is seen
in this table, showing the traffic re-
ceipts end expenditure of railways under
construction,.a follow:

fa. Becstpti. nlpemalume! ijitert-

190- .. il Nil1 12 2&9

1006-4

10&O191 2C .20,90V
1900--10 1- 6.M1 7,500 20,514

1911-u - 4,117 ,7 022
1912-IS .. 8779 5:1i21 1702

..-1 1t,647 - 5320 22,336

In 1912-la the ShinlFund sifnt~d
to £625 and it reached the sameA figures'
in 1913-14. Previously, the dAnouat wds
embodied in the mnain. sinking fund,
thieh',I -tve last week. go the, totqt
re1flpt's' egteef 5&60P7,"'*id 'th'
eipqndfda&e taa4t, tei*'tl tn'dtA?
pi6fti 6Wi thid *otkqW jR t&JISA likieilt

MTe.- Mieiter Tf or AiNooks j .IJDhflt am,

WoJdn Raiwsy.ii I. ! t

years, namely £229,575. From this de-
duct the net profit on the Working Rail-
ways, £71,621, and we get £157,954, the
net loss on the whole railway systemA
for the past 10 yewr. I think I have
proved conclusively that, taking all
the railways into consideration, the
Railways for the past 10 yearm have
been a drain on consolidated revenue.

Mr. Thomas : What do you suggest ?

Mr. MoDOWALL: Nothing; I am
merely showing that we have been
living in a fool's paradise in regard to our
railways, that instead of showing a
profit they have, during the past 10
Years, shown a loss of £157,954,

Mr. E.-B. Johnston: You disagree
with the Commissioner's report.

MU. McDOWAL: No, his report is,
absolutely corret as far as it goo%. but-
it deals with only those railways he has
taken over. This statement I have
read, in conjunction with that I made
last week and which appears in Hansard,
lWin. the Rogtjot od thf. Raitw.*ys~jip to
date. In view of the real situation it
behaves us not to give way in respect
t6..qflWo~od-reductions is freights- on
fertilisers and other carriage of -the
sort. We should rather increase our
h"ightsv- -'the workiag Railways must
15e rsadb'pa. r thwr.%ay. It is absurd-
thas%*nfih.ty shtould -o b&-* draint oh
gu' it ryioros Tts rldienhrrts
that the Statet h6uWd' be losing maoney

o1ZraiwMIIKsu~j uj-aLud4L .-UlL

'Ae 3 rajIP pIJ ~
to ear tf~3ir 0~
8fIU4 t 9  uzd. 4 iLtR!f#

anore ?rlj e~

WST4 %tyLs 14(LL fL' Lk tILS

fildiJ 4 '~1ARf fW4
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The railways should be made to pay.
though whether by the imposition of in-
creased freights or fares I do not say.
I merely wished to complete the state-
-meat I made last week because had it
been left incomplete it might have
appeared ridiculous.

The MINISTER F0R WORKS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin-North-East. Fromati--
in reply (2 - 17]:. In reply to the member
for Northern regarding the powellising
agreement, I have th) assurance of one
of the directors of the company that the
amount in excess of the payment for the
actual timber powellised will be refunded
to the State.

Mr. O'Loghlen: What was that
amount ?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Two
thousand pounds odd.

Hon. J. Mitchell:- They have get
£2,400 for nothing so far.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: In
regard to sending timber by railway to
Meekatharra, in lieu of utilising the
new line to Morawa, I have yet to learn
that it would effect a saving. Before
we took office the hon. member's Gov-
ernment would have charged 23s. 4d.
for carrying the timber over 70 miles.
whereas the charge of the present Gov-
ernment is lie. 8d.

Ron. J_ Mitchell: We charged that
for three months and you charged it for
three years. That is the difference.

- [Mr. McDowaU took the Choir.]

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member asked what the State saw-
mills had been doing. .,4 I curtailed my
remarks considerably while at the same
time endeavouring to inform members
how these concerns stood at the latest
possible date. The hon. member has
complained continually that informnation
is not available and now that it has been
given he doubts it. The figures I quoted
were supplied by the officers of the
department and I have ne reason to
doubt their accuracy. I have a state-
meat of timber produced. despatched

[581

and in stock during the year ended the
St December, 1914, as follows-

Loads.
Karri (Powellsed)-

Trans-AnstrAflan Rall-
flay 1'owellised sleeper., 17,035

State H-ailway Sleepers 12,233
Other orders 60s

Stock (Boards a -

Ring stacked todryp,.. 1,8.4

Total KArd

Jarrab-
Hewn Sleepers:

Trans-Australian BaI
way

Foreig Sleepe rs
V A .Goverment

Total Hewn Jarrab

Jrrh (Sawn)-
-Local Orders (Scant-

Ura. Govern;ment
(Scantllagp

Sleepers :
Trans-Auatrallan Rail-

i3sies
17, 517
8,171

88,801

250

1,750

Pow.. 48
oreigv3

WY.A. Gn overrnent 3
Railways 258

Round Filea 2.400
Purchased Jealih

Government Scantling 1SO
Trans - Australian

Sleepers 98
W.1A. Government

Slec.pers 424

Total. Sawn Jarrab
and File . 6,539

GFAiro TOTAL . 70,020

Pro- De- In
d ce. patchd.1 Stock.

Loads.

15,709
1,468

591

3,767

21,539

8,884

2,541

12,429

260

1.75

2,400

98

424

5,408

Lends.

1,37-5
766
106

243

1,044

4,140

4,724
16,014
5,629

28,372

1SL

131

30,649

The following orderd were still to be
executed on the lst January -
Sawn Jarrab Scantling- Leads. Loads.

Locai Orders..........,523
Overseas Orders........1,210

-2,733
Jarrab Pliles-

Local Orders
Overseas Orders 850

Jsrrah Sleepers (Hewn or Sawn)-
Local Orders
overseasi Orders.

Fowellised Karri Scantling
Powelised Kantl Sleepers
Truns-Australian Sleepers

Kanr, Unpowelsed-
Local Orders
Overseas Orders

900

7,32S

15,M2
28

5,530
10,170

-16,7z6

1la
5,150

Total Number oF Loads to be
snpplled 61st December

-5,265

40,555
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I hope these figures will please the hont.
member.

Mr, Thomas: Is this a mathematical
competition ?

Vote put and passed.
Votes-State Brickworks, £5,000; State

Implement Wrorks, B111,868; State Quar-
riis, £10,000; State Sawmills, 6301,950;
Sale of Government Property Trust Ac-
count, £69,379; Sale of Government Pro-
perty Trust Account, £43,000-agreed to.

This completed the Estimates of
Revenue and Expenditure for the year.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

Resolutions as passed in Committee
of Supply, granting supplies amounting
to £3,958,923 from Consolidated Revenue
and a further sum of £112,379 from the
Sale of Government Property Trust
Account were formally reported.

On motion by the Premier report from
Commnittee of Supply adopted.

Committee of Ways an(; Means.

The House having resolved into
Committee of Ways and Means, Mr.
MoDowalI in the Chair,

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Scaddan-
Brownhill-Ivaunhoe) [2- 311 moved-

That towards making good the sup-
ply granted to His Majesty, a sum not
exrceeding £3,956,923 be granted out of
ike Consolidated Revenue Fund of
Western Australia and a further sum
not exceeding £112,879 from the Sale
of Government Property Trust Ac-
count.
Question put and passed.
Resolution reported and the report

adopted.

House adjouned at 2.32 a.m. (Friday).

Teotelative Council,
Tuesday, 23rd February, 1915.

Paper presented Mi;erHouse, ommittee, changu fMebr.
Assent to 51I1a
Questions: Unemployed, assistance

labour Bureau
ItaonWorks, lHarey, cost

Joit Slec ComiteeMoney Bills Procedure.
Motion: Timber industry
Bills: Government Electric Works, Assembly's

VerBoard's Amendlment, Request 10or
Conference

Adjournment, special

PAIes
l88s
180
1858
Joao
15e0
1869
18669
169

1874

1674
1874

The DEPUTY PRESIDENT took the
C hair at 4.30 p.m., and read prayers.

PAPER PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Secretary: Amend-
ment of Regulations under the Electoral
Act, 1007.

HOUSE COMMITTEE.

(iage of members.

On motion by the COLONIAL SEC-
RETARY, by leave without notice, the
Depomty President (Hon. AV. Iiingsmill)
and the Hon. J1. F. Allen were appointed
members of the Hfouse Committee during
the absence on leave of the President and
the Hon. R. J. Lynn.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Mlessag-es from the Governor received
anid read notifying assent to the follow-
ing Bills: -

J, Licenising- Act Amendment Continn-
ance.

2, Church of England Lands.
3, TLoan Acts Amendment.
4, Public Servants.
5, Police Act Amendment.
6, Yillimining-Koudinin Railway Ex-

tension.
7, Plinjarra-Dwarda Railway Exten-

sion.
8, Ka tan ning-Nyabing Railway Ex-

tension.
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